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A dress of heavy beige silk, lovingly sewn by
hand nearly a century ago, and a child’s dress of
brown silk and velvet are the the elder statesmen
of a display of wedding gowns that can be found
these days at at Greenrhead, Livonia’s historical
site.

1 enjoyed looking over the whole display, but 1
stopped longer before those two, even though I have
seen them many times before. .

They belonged to my great-grandmother and
grandmother, and I still find amazing their beauty
and painstaking workmanship and the stories about
how they were worn to the altar.

For preservation of both dresses and stories, I
am indebted to my aunt, who placed life’s top value
on anything connected with her family, and to those
earlier relatives who left her the treasures to pre-
serve.

GOING BACK through the years, I have to start
in 1842 when my great-grandmother was wed, at
the age of 21, in Sheffield, England.

Her dress was brown silk and velvet, not the ma-
terials you think of now as wedding dress fabric.
But they were practical and they were carefully
saved by the bride, who was widowed after the
birth of three children.

This lady became a prototype for today's dis-
placed homemakers — she opened a small shop in

Tug of war

Susan Tezac (left) and Jean Jam-
bas (right) leok like they’ve adopt-
ed a strenuous game of tug of war
as a pastime. They really have a
“Three-Quarter Pastime.” That's
what they're really doing. It’s a se-
ries of four ballets choreographed

rector of Mississippi Ballet The-
atre. The “Three-Quarter Pas-

Masonic Temple as part of the
Mid-States Regional Ballet Festi-
val. For ballet buffs who missed it

perform the dance at 7 p.m. June

land Commurity College’s Orchard
Ridge campus, Farmington Road
north of 11 Mile. It's part of the
Farmington Area Arts Commis-
sion’s summer series, “Art in the

65th anniversary

her home and eked out a living selling buttons and
pins and other notions.

And she saved her wedding dress, It came in han-
dy later when her older daughter made a good
match and her younger daughter needed something
elegant to wear to that wedding. The brown silk
and velvet became the child's dress standing now in
the parlor at Greenmead.

IT WAS a few years later that the son of the
family came to this country to seek his fortune. He
found a job in Detroit with a Great Lakes shipper.
Once established, he returned to Sheffield to visit
his mother and was$ smitten by the charms of his
younger sister’s friend from Edinburgh.

Then it was back to Detroit to earn a few more
dollars, buy a house and finally send for his Scottish
love.

She sewed her wedding dress in the months she
waited and arrived by ship at New York on a grey
November day in 1884. My grandfather met her
ship, and they hurried to the nearest church. That's
‘where that silk dress was worn for the repeating of
long-ago wedding vows.

The dresses have been stored with care for a lot
of years while more family history was being en-
acted. I'm glad to be the custodian now, and I hope
also to be custodian of some of the qualities those
forebears represented.

They were quite a bunch.

Wedding dress part
of a family’s roots

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Milburn Sr. of

Farmington Hills will celebrate their
65th weeding anniversary on May 31.
They have lived in the Detroit area
all of their married life and have lived
in Farmington Hills for 50 years,
Milburn is retired from Local 58 of
the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers sirice June, 1961. He and

his wife Jo have four children,
Josephine Turnbull of Redford Town-
ship; Ray Jr. of California; Earl of
Livonia and Carl of Milford.

They have 12 grandchildren and 17
great-grandchildren.

< 484 Pelissier St. (opp. YWCA)
(2 minutes from the tunnel)
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GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING
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1 ALADDIN “GENIE’’ servico 28952 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
. 1220810 335-9079 South of 13 MILE ROAD .G
Jommeuedon it FARMINGTON HILLS + 626-9710
FARMINGYON-SOUTHFIELD

Get a GOLDEN TAN
IN MINUTES NOT HOURS!
Introducing a Dramatic New

Concept in Tanning!

%

OFF

~ ALL WALLPAPER

Ho Frelght Charge
50 per rolf added to all arders lessthan FullCass {24cls)
We Have the Largest Library Around
Over 100,000 Patterns to Choose From

Choose from our 1500 Colors
INTERIOR FLAT LATEX 8% ...
Open Daily 10 to 8 Sat. 10to 5

CREATIVE HOME CENTER|
107 N. Center (Next to Schrader’s)
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The Professionals

Mary lee draperies, me.

19395, TELEGRAPHRD.
BLOOMEFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN 48013
PHONE(313) 332-6224

Summer Hours
Monday through Friday
9:30a.m. -5:00 p.m. ,

BRODY’S

Boys' & Young Men's Wear
6736 Orchard Laks Rd.
WEST BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
Just South of Maple Rd. 851-6232

HEADQUARTERS

FOR ALL YOUR CANIP NEEDS
CHECK LIST FREE ALTERATIONS
SLEEPING BAGS WASM SLOTHES
DUFFEL BAGS S

ITTY BAGS ARMY PANTS
SEA BAGS PAINTER PANTS
SSETTE BAGS OVERALLS
RUCK SACKS T-SHIRTS
BACK PACKS SWIM TRUNKS
ARMY BLANKETS URDERWEAR
EENS FLANNEL PAJAMAS
LIGHTS SOCKE
CAMP KNIVES HIKING BOOYS
DRINKING CUPS AIN EOOTS
TOOTH BRUSH HLDRS.  PONCHOS
FOQT LOCKER! HOQDED, ZIPPERED
COT SHEETS SWEAT SHIRTS
TOWELS NAME TAPES *
CAMP TAMARACK T-SHIRTS

& SWEATSHIRTS

FREE GIFT!
With $35 Camp Purchase
or more with this ad,

New
Ownership

427-6780
Livonla-5 Plaza

28503 Five Mile Road

. Bet. Middlebelt & Inkster

... with beautiful bargains
that will put @ savings’
spark in everything you sew!

Sale! Entire
Stock Patterns

Save on Vogue, McCall's, Sim-
plicity, Butterick . . . you can't
have too many, so stock up now!

203'* Regular Price

Sale! All
Imported Cottons

The finest available! Choose

from our entire stock of 100%
cotlons, including Liberty of
London, Washable, from 36 wide,
Regularly from $9 yd.

I ngF Regular Price

Sale! All
Imported Sitks

Sew with the best— you deserve
i! Silk and sitk blend shan-

tung, crepe de chine and more.
Dry clean only, from 36" wide.
Regularly from $11 yd.

155
OFF regutor pice

Sale ends Saturday, June 7th.
Plus many more
unadvertised specials!

1622 nuad OnBOA

A Father’s
Day
Gift
THE

WHOLE

FAMILY

i CAN ENJOY

Highly dependable Howard
Miller Clock. Almost seven
feet all, it's in a handsome
cherry case with a large
moon phase dial. West .
German movement that
plays cathedral chimes -
Westminster, Whittingron
and Winchester.

Comes with your name on a
brass plate showing date of
purchase and official
tegistry number.

Reg. *1025

Sale

Sale Ends June 30-

MANY
OTHER MODELS
ON DISPLAY

@olonial House

Michigan's Largest
Pennnyltania House Dealer

Open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. il 9 p.m. -

- Since 193
20292 Middiebelt Rd.
(South of Exght Mie)
Livonia
474-6500




