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Producer eyes
new concepts
for television

By LOUISE ORRUTSKY

Last place can have its advantages,

And William Pace, executive pro-
ducer of programming for WDIV Chan-
nel 4, wants to use whatever advantage
the station has to bring it out of its
seemingly firm last-place position in
the ratings.

“We're number three, We can afford
to take chances. We’ 're looking for
things which catch pebple's eyes,” he
said.

‘The Farmington Hills resident wants
to bring theater, neighborhood events
and community issues to a more im-
portant spot in local television.

The task of convincing viewers to be-
come enthused about local program-
ming and eventually Channel 4 goes to
a man who admits, “There’s not that
much on television I'm excited about.”

His own television tastes lean toward
news programs such as “60 Minutes”
and “PM Magazine,” which he pro-
duced for WIBK-TV before moving to
his present post in March.

“I don’t watch “Three’s Company.” 1
don’t watch stuff like that,” he said.

Situation comedies, a prime time
staple, come under special criticism.

THE COMEDIES deal with situa-
tions which can be far removed from
the concerns and experiences of their
real life counterparts.

“Situation comedies are done by peo-
ple who work and live in L.A. and a few
who live and work in New York,” he
said.

“You've got white Jewish guys writ-
ing black situation comedies,” he said.

Comedy, like any other entertain-
ment form should relate to the lives of
its audience. Situation comediese suf-
fer from writers removed from the
scene of the action second guessing
their audience.

Removal from the audiences’ experi-
ence is something Pace wans to elimi-
nate from his station's programming.

He visualizes camera crews going
into theaters to film plays for televi-
sion audiences. He wants to bring local
talent and culture into the screen.

“I want to change the face of what
people are used to seeing,” he said.

Part of this plan relies on changing
the method of presenting some pro-
grams. In the case of theater produc-
tions, the play is usually brought into

the studio instead of the camera equip-
ment being brought to the play.

WHILE THEATER hasn't always
done well in the ratings, Pace says
that’s because “they've tried to place
the theater in a television enviroment.”

‘While cultural programming may
seem to be the realm of public televi-
sion, Pace insists there are differences
in presentation.

“Public television does it in their
own way, but it's still TV. It's has limi-
tations which are not the same as com-
mercial television."

The on-location filming which he
‘wants to apply to local theater is the
coming trend in covering community
issues, according to Pace.

“I believe the ’80s will be a turning
point for TV.”

That change will involve more on lo-
cation filming because that methed al-
lows more of the feeling of the event to
come across on the screen, according
to Pace.

Another change in television isn't
due to technical advances. Instead the
economic sethack of auto company
layoffs have brought a new daytime au-
dience for television.

Farmington
®Obsgeruer

(USPS 187-840)
Published every Manday and Thursday
by Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mi 48150,
Second-class postage paid at Livonia, M1
48151, Address all mail (subscription,

Box 2428, Livonia, M| 48151, Telephone
591-0500.

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
Newsstand . . per copy, 25¢
Cartier . . .montyly, $1.50
Al advertising published in the Farming-
ton Observer is subject to the conditions
stated in the applicable rate card, copies
of which ase avatlable from the Farming-
ton Observer, 23352 Farmington Hoad,
Farmington, MI (313) 477-5450. The
Farmington Observer reserves the right
not to accept an advertiser's order. Ob-
server & Eccentric ad-takersfhave no
authority to bind this newspaper, and
only publication of an advertisement shall
constitute final acceptance of the ad-
vertiser's order.

change of address, Farm 3569) fo P.O. |

Bill Pace, Farmington Hills resident, becomes animated when he
talks about the challenges of being a producer at a local television
struggling to boost its ratings. (Staff phote by Randy Borst)

Hamilton promotes
2 vice presidents

The Alexander Hamilton Life Insur-
ance Co., Farmmg!cn Hills, has ap-
pointed two assistant vice presidents.

James St. Louis has been appointed
assistant vice president for agency ad-
ministration and marketing.

John Beith has been appointed assist-
ant vice president for LIFE-COMM —

a designation for the company's recent-
ly installed computer software system
which provides increased service for
policyholders and agents. /

St. Louis joined Alexander Hamilton
in 1973, first holding positions as an ad-
ministrative assistant in sales promo-
tion before holding successive posts as

director of agencies and sales promo-
tion, director of field marketing admin-
istration and director of agency admin-
istration.

He came to Hamilton after spending
nine years in the design engineering
field and serving in the campaign of
U.S. Sen. Robert Griffin in 1972,

He lives in Auburn Heights.

Beith joined Alexander Hamilton in

1966 as an underwriter He has served *

as supervisor of new business, supervi-
sor of premium accounting, manager
of life claims and manager of client
service.

He lives in Highland.

JUNIOR TENNIS
CAMPS

ASPIRING JUNIOR TENNIS PLAYERS
GES 8-17 ANY ABILITY LEVEL FROM
BEG!NNER TO INTERMEDIATE
CONCENTRATED INSTRUCTION ON ALL
THE FUNDAMENTALS OF TENNIS.
MATCH PLAY ALSO INCLUDED.
WEEKLY SESSIONS START EVERY MON-
DAY, MEETING 2 HRS/DAY

Public Notice
The North Farmington High School
Class of 1980

APOLOGIZES

for the extensive and senseless
damages that were a resulit of
Senior Year-End Pranks.
We hope our attempts at restitution
for these actions will partially
repay the damages.

Pressure
Treated

4 BLOCKS EAST OF FARMINGTON RD.

'WOOD DECK HEADQUARTERS
e FARMINGTON
— M BIER]

32800 GRAND RIVER

474-4015
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Father’s Day Special
Hey Dad!

Bring us your
favorite blazer
on Thursday,
June 12
& we'll Martinize
it for just 15¢

earthside

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST
ETHAN'ALLEN
FURNITURE DEALER. -

LIVONIA'* UTICA + SOUTHFIELD

the

T
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{FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

2055 HAGGERTY, WALLED LAKE
624-4551 cr 356-6166

' CHOOSE THE MATTRESS JUST RIGHT FOR YOU!

The “PERSONALIZED” Mattress
from Stearns & Foster
;"¢ Upholstered in a beautiful
.. Quilted Gold Damask Cover
3 FIRMNESSES...
Firm - Extra Firm
or Superfirm
OUR Twin Matt
CHOICE *89%  or Box gp'r?:;

ULL SIZE - $119°5 Mattress or
$9gQss Box Spring
429» ‘s’;‘.‘e"é',!:?:a'{ﬂ.‘:‘%‘é

i/ QUEEN SET
311 KING SET

Ly
STEWART-GLENN CO.
“YOURFULLSERVICE STORE™

has no extra charge for

4 « Careful Irupection & Ser-Up
* Courteous Dalivary Service

©Generous Storeside Parking

Ask our Intarior Designers
1o help you with your
daewgﬁm.prsblmn
Use our 5 Pay Plan
(no inferes)
o uso your Viss
or Master Crarge

BEGINNERS 11-1P.M. Yes! a $2.00 value for just 15¢
INTERMEDIATES brtany \\ JXE\ Happy Father's Day, June 15¢h
FIRST SESSION STARTS JUNE 16th
MARTIMIZING. vsesesss
COST: ONLY $38.00/WEEK o MOST EXPERENCED DRY CLEANERS.
WHERE: West Bloomfield Horthville Farmington
FARMINGTON RACQUET CLUB | |~ West Bloomfisld ot gt
3 am So. of Pontiac Trail . o gerty Drake in Drakeshire
CHECKOUT OUR POPBAR uMIOR FARMINGTON RD. . 881-2250 in Northville Plaza Plaza
COMPETITVEPROGRAN FARMINGTON, M. 48024 arr-eo82
2% llﬁs. TWO FOUR WEEK SESSIONS . - Farmington Hills Novi
STARTING JUNE 18th CALL NOW: 476 6446 . omhr?l Lake Rd. 10 Mﬁ; Canton
N. of 13 Mile Rd. at Meadowbrook Ford Rd. at Lilley
— B 851-2363 349-8830
Don’t just
“SIGN" it!
“Deliver* ycur garage|
[sale message to your
lcommunity! \
Stservee {f Recratric

pred DADDY’S DAY - JUNE 15

DADDY BUCKS 3

s

DADDY BUCKS REDEEMABLE ON ANY REG. PRICF ITEMS

UNTIL 6-15-80

MANY IN STORE SPECIALS

MODERN MEN'’S SHOP

PLAZA OF FARMINGTON
GRAND RIVER 1 BLK. WEST OF ORCHARD LAKE RD.

476-3660




