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Lawsuit charges liability for Vietnam vets’ ills

Second of two parts
By SANDRA ARMBRUSTER

Kenneth Boling thinks he's being
used as a guinea pig. And he wants
something done about it.

Boling says that he and other Viet-
nam veterans are experiencing “com-
mon symptoms.”

“There is no test for it, but these guys
are getting skin rashes, stomach and
liver trouble and cancer that spreads
rapidly," he says.

‘Research data on Agent Orange will
be available soon, We veterans want an
answer as to what the problem is,”
adds Boling, who is organizing a local
chapter of Agent Orange Victims Inter-
national.

Agent Orange is a chemical defoliant
sprayed in Vietnam to clear out under-
brush used by the Viet Cvng to hide
from U.S. forces.

Veterans say theyre angry over
‘what they believe is a lack of informa-
tion and medical help being given to
Vietnam veterans.

“The veterans administration (VA) is
u:mg usas gumaa plgs. They're against
us,” charged Boling. “It {help) is so tied
up with who's to blame .n . The VA isa

regulated
and ﬂ:ey're limiting mlcrmatmn they

Wmle a VA spokesman denies the
charges, some veterans have begun to
take action on their own behalf.

A GROUP CALLED Citizen Soldier
is trying to get information about
Agent Orange out to veterans who may
havebeenerposedwit.'rhcgroupalso
is suing for damages on behalf of indi-
vidual veterans.

Founder of the group, Tod Ensign,
has co-authored a just released book ti-
tled “GI Guinea Pigs.” Part of the book
discusses veterans who have been ex-
posed to Agent Omge.

Other veterans are joining the grow-
ing ranks of those who are suing com-
panies that manufactured the chemi-
cal.

At least one company, DOW, denies
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any responsibility for health problems
veterans claim they are having,

‘That doesn't deter veterans like Tim
Rea, a former Redford resident now
living in Hazel Park.

“I don't have too much faith in gov-
ernment anymore,” said Rea. He be-
lieves he was exposed to the chernical
and, consequently, wonders if he has
passed genetic damage aleng to his two
preschool children.

“I'm suing the VA, the American
government and five chemical compa-
nies. I filed suit three months ago,” Rea
added.

Handling Rea’s case, among others is
Southfield attorney Arthur Woll.

“These guys need a lot of help.
‘There's very little to go on,” Woll ex-
plained. “Rea is one of 110-115 veter-
ans — or their wives and children — in
deugau who have filed class action
sm's m Flint and Detroit federal

WOLL ESTIMATES there are 7,000
to 8,000 such suits that have been filed
nallnnwid& In a “multiple litigation”
‘case such as this, Woll said that one at-
torney in New York is trying to prove
the liability of the chemical companies
and the government involved with the
chemical.

‘The companies, according to Woll,
are DOW, Hooker, Hercules, Diamond
Shamrock, Mensanto, Uniroyal and
Thompsen-Haywood.

If the New York attorney, Victor
Yanako who also is a chemist, is able to
prove liability, then damage suits will

be tried in federal courts across the
country. Woll said he expects a ruling
on the liability case sometime next
spring. He estimates that damage suits
could amount to $4 billion.

“I know it's a long, uphill battle, but
we're committed to it. I want to do it
and so do my people,” said Woll. “Sure
we'll make a fee, but we aren’t thinking
about that.

“If you'd see these people, you'd
know they have to get help,” he added.

Woll estimates that there may be
more than 200,000 people in Michigan
suffering from exposure to Agent
Orange.

“Sometimes we get 25 calls a day
from people who have heard what
we're doing,” Woll continued. “We don’t
look around for clients. They come by
word of mouth.”

BUT -A SPOKESMAN for DOW
Chemical disputes those estimates as
well as responsibility for any veterans’
health problems and research claims
about the product.

Phillip Sehneider, manager of corpo-
rate media relations, said that DOW
was asked to produce the two compo-
nent herbicides in Agent Orange ac.
cording to government specifications.

“The military mixed them according
to its formula, diluted it with water and
determined how to use it there (in Viet-
nam),” Schneider explained.

“We just don’t believe that Agent
Orange can be the cause of these mala-
dies,” he added. “We don't dispute that
veterans may have health problems,

but we don't believe that Agent Orange
is the cause of these health problems.”
Schneider said that the chemical is
made with two herbicides known as
2,4,5T and 2,4D. He said that the herbi-
cides have been used “safely and pre-
valently” in the U.S. for more than 30
years along highway and railroad
rights of way. He added that it is still
used in range land and in rice growing
fields.
“There are 40,000 papers and studies
on these products and Agent Orange.
There is no medical evidence or link-
age that these people attribute to Agent
Orange exposure,” Schneider contin-

ued.

WOLL ARGUED, however, that
other studies, such as one by a Univer-
sity of Wisconsin professor, correlate
experiments “with real life.”

‘The Observer that James

maladies.

“But much of the data has been dis-
credited by independent scientific bod-
ies,” he continued. “Incidences of gross
amounts of dioxin (have shown) in all
cases that other than chloracne (a skin
rash), no health effect is apparent.”

Schneider said that DOW commis-
sioned a study conducted by a professor
at the University of Michigan. That
study questioned, according to Schneid-
er, whether death rates for Vietnam
vets are “above or below the norm” for
others in the same age group during the
years 1970-79.

DOW also argues that the “probabili-
ty of exposure is fairly remote,” said
Schneider.

“No more than 1% percent of the
counu'y ‘was sprayed in any one year.
=

Allen had conducted experiments at
the University of Wisconsin. However,
he is no longer with the university and
was unable to be reached for comment.

Argument over the chemical centers
on a substance found in the 2,4,5T her-
bicide called dioxin.

Schneider said dioxin is a “trace of
impurity in minute amounts that oc-
curs naturally in the manuafacturing
process — created through combus-
tion.”

“The Environmental Proteetion

* Agency has suspended some permanent

uses until hearings are concluded on its
safety,” said Schneider. “The concern is
that dioxin could be the cause of the

since it was done by
American troops, they should know the
target area,” he added.

Schneider said there is a lot of confu-
sion over two types of spray used in
Vietnam. One, which Schneider said
was “frequent and widespread,” was to
control insects.

During the years 1966-70 that Agent
Orange was sprayed in Vietnam, DOW
estimates that six ounces of dioxin “at
most” was contained in the five million
pounds of the chemical used.

Schneider compared that six ounces
to a pinch of salt in 16,000 tons of pota -
to chips and to one lob in 1.2 million
tennis matches.
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