Steve McQueen gets ready to battle it out with a group of cattle
rustlers in the outdoor adventure drama “Tom Horn.”

Steve McQueen
isn’t quite right
as Western hero

Steve McQueen has a terse, laconic style that appears ideally suit-
ed for a Western hero.

‘Tom Horn — Indian scout, Rough Rider, bounty hunter — led a
life that was ideally suited for a movie. Put McQueen in Horn's
saddle and the result should be a smooth ride.

But it isn’t.

There’s a burr under that saddle. How big a burr depends on
your expectations for a movie form that almost became extinct —
the Western. -

‘The modern Western springs from two molds: one fashions a
contemporary adventure using a Western locale or Western-type
characters, such as the “Electric Cowboy.”

The other uses the familiar cliches of the old West (cowboys vs.
Indians, cattlemen vs. homesteaders, lawmen vs. outlaws) but re-
interprets them according to contemporary thought on social
structure and institutions. -

“Tom Horn” is such a film.

Set in the Wyoming Territory in 1901, itlspans a short period
when Horn was hired by a cattlemen's association to rid the area
of rustlers. He did so in the most direct way, with his rifle.

McQUEEN, WHO hasn’t made a film in several years, eases his
way into the role but fails to create a definitive character. Instead,
we get ambiguity. Is Horn candid or just simple-minded? A shy
cowboy or a vicious killer? .

The fault isn't all McQueen's. The vapid direction of William
Wiard and the muddled script of Thomas McGuane don't give him
rauch help.

When the filmmakers eschewed the colorful adventures of
Horn'’s life to recount this sorry phase, they diluted the character’s
appeal and importance. -

With the rise of a middle class of landowners, Horn becores a
pawn in the transition of power from those who handled guns to
those who wielded political clout.

Therein lies a message the heavy-handed script insists on under-
scoring: the landowners take over from the gunfighters and are
Jjust as ruthless. N

In one scene, Horn asks the U.S. marshal: “What's the difference
between an assassin and a marshal?” “The marshal gets regular
checks" is the reply.

It's a sharp piece of dialogue but not enough to sustain an entire
movie, particularly when there is a plodding story with very little
suspense or excitement.

Every scene is predictable with the exception of some confusing
flashbacks. They show Horn romancing a schoolteacher (Linda Ev-
ans). She's an avowed adventuress from Hawaii, and how she
turned up in this dreary town is anyone's guess. Whether she was a
real person or not, she doesn’'t fit into the film.

‘What does fit are the dark interiors, muddied streets and weath-
ered buildings photographed in stunning contrast to the beautiful

mountainous landscape.
But can't substitute for i ing people or
events,

When you see a slow-motion sequence of a rider shot off his
horse (shades of Sam Peckinpah), and you find yourself admiring
the camera work, you know there is something wrong with the
seript — like lack of dramatic-focus, straining for effects and a
murky morality. N

The hypocrisy of the cattlemen pales beside the ease with which
Horn dispatches people.

“Tom Horn” set out to be a serious Western and ended up a
serious mix-up. .

what’s at the movies
NEW RELEASES .

ALL THAT JAZZ (R). Tour de force by writer-director Bob Fosse.
Scheider plays hard-driving, fast-living (Fosse) in
hind the scenes” story of unusual imagination and energy.

THE BALTIMORE BULLET {PG). Tacky comedy about pool hall hus-
tlers, with James Coburn and Omar Sharif.

BEING THERE (PG). Peter Seller is a TV-educated economist in satire
that pokes fun at our political and social conceits.

BLACK STALLION (G). Story about a boy and a horse told in rich visual
images. Terrific performance by Mickey Rooney as an ex-jockey who
befriends the boy.

THE CHANGLING (R). George C. Scott in haunted house tries to unravel
mystery of a child-murder that took place decades ago.

COAL MINER'S DAUGHTER (PG). Sissy Spacek is outstanding as
Loretta Lynn in movie bio of country singer's grueling early years
and troubled succcess.

DEATH SHIP-(R). Absurd tale of ship killing its passenger and a captain
whose dialogue consists of repeating “blood, blood.”

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK (PG). “Star Wars” sequel unites original
cast in continuation of battle against the evil empire.

FFOLKES (PG). Adventure flick with Roger Moore heading up team of
unusual underwater sabotage experts and problem of hijacked oil
platform.

FOOLIN’ AROUND (PG). The title says it all. Gary Busey is country boy
to Annette O'Toole’s psychologist/heiress.

FOXES (R). Four San Fernando Valley teen-aged girls face problems
and pressures of growing up.

* FRIDAY THE 13TH (R). A case of overkill as counselors reopen camp
closed since a series of vicious murders.

GILDA LIVE (R). Funny sketches andd strong language from Gilda
Radner, Includes Father Sarducci’s monologues -and Radner’s

e danna. .

Roseanne Roseanna
‘GORP (R). More summer in thi; dy.
MOVIE RATING GUID)

G General audiences admitted. !

PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.

R Restricted. Adalt inust accompany person under 18.
X  Nooneunder 18 admitted.
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Troupe offering one-act plays

The Actors Renaissance Theatre has opened its
summer repertory season with an evening of two
one-acts: “Yanks 3, Detroit 0 Top of the Seventh”
by Jonathan Reynolds and “Next” by Terrence
McNally.

“‘{anks 3, Detroit 0 Top of the Seventh” is a play
dealing with the growing desperation of a fading
baseball star. Mingling fantasy and reality, the ac-
tion centers on Duke Bronkowski, an aging big-
league pitcher trying for a comeback. It is a play of
comic absurdities.

“Next” is a comment on contemporary society.

The play is set in an Army Induction Center, where
an ight, over-age and ght draftee
has reluctantly reported for his physical. “Next” is
a satirical play with a look at some American atti-
tudes.
Both “Yanks 3, Detroit.0 Top of the Seventh” and
“Next” run at 8 p.m. Tueday-Sunday, three times a
week, alternating in repertory with “The Wager”
by Mark Medoff. Both shows will close June 28,

For reservations or information call 568-2525.

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

o % OFF
ON W YOUR ENTIRE DINNER 8ILU
WITH THIS AD!
® Sory. Site Law Proniits Decount
on Aot Bevrapes
LUNCHEON FASHION SHOW
EVERY MONDAY
Cocktail Hour 3:30-6:30p.m.

{—a moyﬂE AURANT

16825 MIDOLEBELT a16 Mite Livorus
g Cantonese & American Food
Japanose Steakhouse
® Lxotic Locktails ®
CARRY-OUTS 0N DUMESE FO0D

Crvnese Luncnean 1.3 Japanese Lu
Chinese Drnes 3.9 30 a

Phaned 27311 Coseamoncay

CKLW LUCKY CHABM NIGHT
Free lucky charm keyrings to everyane and
drawings for.thousands of dollars in prizes. °

SUPERCHARGED

San Jose Earthquakes

VS.
DETROIT EXPRESS
Wed., June 11 -7:30 PM

AT THE SILVERDOME

Pearls
Garden

the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

469 S. Woodward, B’ham.
644-2913

Mon.-Thurs. 11-10 p.m. »Fri. 11-11 pm.
Sat. 1211 p.m.+Sun. 12-10 p.m.

7 Tuesday Night is
Inflation Fighter
Night
At The

A~ halea A
6.91

per person

Featuring: Petit Frog Less (A uou can
<cat) served with: Cheese Crork and

3315 Auburn Road
Between Adams & Opdyke Rd.

SUMMER -

AT OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
WITH SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
June 23-July 3
HELEN EARL
July 7-July 18
MILTON MEYERS
of the Alvin Ailey Dance Company
July 21-August 1
PETER SPARLING
of the Martha Graham Dance Company

All levels - open to teenagers & adulis
Call 377-3016 for information

DANCE CLASSES

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis--

itors or clients is & reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Ogkland County.

Kingsley Inu

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

It’s live Monday through
Saturday
and Disco on Sunday.

@TroyHiHon hn .

pastrias and cakes
ice croam sundaes
shrimp

and fishes

dishes.

alot
averything
from
beor on tap
o
Chatesuneu! du Pape.
COME

with a guy
with a girl
wilh both
with neither
with your mate
with your date
with someane else's...
WHATEVER;

groove
participate

ALL

SYDNEY’S

11to 11 - Monday thru Thursday
Till Midnite Friday & Satirday
755 W, Big Beaver at I-75
362-4363

“Deliver” ycur garage|
lsale message to your
community!
Stsruecfy e

C fled " 1t's an extraordinary
£ entree served for two.
A center cut of beef
tenderloin amid a
bouquetiere of
vegetables, Sauce
Bearnaise. Carved
at your table.
But like a
vintage \‘M'I:\f, . ®

is at its best
when shared.

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. at 175
Trow, Michigan 48098
13131879-2100

“DOWNTOWN,

Birmingham

588 S. Woodward

«
Senior Citizens
One-half Price

between 3-5 PM

Dally Breakfast Specials 3\
Continental Breakfast

of Crolssant and

Cotfes

« Fresh Fish Flown in Daily =

_Birmingham’s Finest
Square Deep-Dish Pizza

and
Barbequed Spareribs

Full Carry Out Service
Hours: 8 a.m. til Midnight, Mon. thru Sat.

644-1400 564-5144 Wt . Stephenson Hiy.
31315855000
Don't just 0
Rkt | | Chateaubriand

ispotafine wine.

[ Thursday during our regular .

A COMPLETE
ALASKAN KING CRAB
DINNER

Then crack open
the crab legs and enjoy,

This s our regular Alaskan
King Crab dinner-at a special
savings price Sunday thru

dinner hours.

Call today for reservations.

. 28355 Greenfield Road
Southfleld, 557-0570
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