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Only 850 cast ballots
Trustee incumbents have easy day at the polls

By MARY GNIEWEK

Incumbent Farmington School Board
trustees James McGlincy and Helen
Prutow were re-elected to four-year
terms Monday by a scant 1.6 percent of
the district's registered voters in the
annual school election.

McGlincy was the top vote getter
with 579 votes and Mrs. Prutow netted
just one less, 578, while challengers
Ray Koteras and Lynn Morgan fell far

behind with 130 and 128 votes, respec-
tively.

Just 805 out of 49,823 voters in the
distriet cast ballots at the polls Monday
— an even poorer showing than the
sparse turnout in the last few school
elections.

“We're very disappointed that the in-
terest in the school board election is so
small,” sald Lewis Schulman, superin-
tendent of Farmingtor Public Schools.

“I think part of the reason may lie in
the fact that there Is no great issue at
this time."”

McGlincy was elected to his first
one-year term last June. An.active
PTA parent, he was first appointed to
the school board in 1978 to fill the seat
of resigning trustee Dr. Mervyn Ross.

Mrs. Prutow has served one four-
year term which included a year as
school board president. She anticipated
the small voter turnout following a

Suspects arraigned
in North arson case

By MARY GNIEWEK

‘Two North Farmington High seniors
arraigned last Saturday on arson
charges stemming from a June 1 van-
dalism spree at the school are sched-
uled to appear in 47th Distriet Court
June 18 for a pre-exam conference.

Phillip Rusinowski, 18, and Kenneth
Smith, 18, both of West Bloomfield, are

charged with burning of property, a
felony which carries a maximum 10-
year prison term on conviction.

The two pleaded guilty to the charge,
but District Judge Michael Hand en-
tered a plea of not guilty for the duo
who are free on $5,000 personal bond.

The case is expected to to go to trial
in Oakland County Circuit Court some-
time after next Wednesday’s scheduled

Brotherton supports
welfare reform bill

State Rep. Sandy Brotherton, R-
Farmington, has come out in support of
abill which, if passed, would deny pub-
lic assistance money for three months
to welfare applicants who turn down
employment opportunities or refuse to
work on work relief and work training
projects.

Last week, the bill was passed out of
the House appropriations commitee. It

“is being debated on the House floor this

\

week.

The legislation is included in Gover-
nor William Milliken's recommenda-
tions for cutting $97 million out of the
remainder of this year’s budget.

“It's time we eliminated the dead
wood that is dragging down all taxpay-
ers in this state,” said Brotherton,

“I think we should require these peo-
ple who are able to do some productive
work to contribute before we hand
money over to them,” he said.

If signed into law, the bill would save
Michigan taxpayers $7 miilion a year,
according to the 64th District legisla
tor.

The measure is sponsored by State
Rep. Ralph Ostling, R-Roscommon.

The bill would eliminate recipients
from the state’s welfare rolls if they
refuse to accept employment “from

which wages not less than the usual
rate paid by that employer for the par-
ucnlar kind of employment being of-

m applicant would be ineligible for

public assistance for three months
lrom the date his or har case was ter-
minated by the state Department of So-
clal Services.

After the three-month ineligibility
period, persons could apply for relief.

Under current state law, county so-
cial services officials must require em-
ployable persons to work on & work re-
1ief or work training project — if one is
available — in return for public assist-
ance unless they are physically or men-
tally unable to work on a project.

fore persons can receive welfare

rellef, they must work on cne of the

ployment Security Commission and
vesﬁgne all bona fide employment op-
portunities.

W
» ‘ot refuse to accept avallable em-
ployment for wages.

hearing between attorneys for the
youths and a court-assigned prosecutor.

Farmington Hills Police Detective
Dennis Rochford said the youths were
arrested on information from
eyewitnesses who will testify at the tri-
al. No other suspécts are being sought
on the arson charge.

The fire which destroyed a double
door on the north side of the school
building caused $2,700 worth of dam-
age, by far the worst destruction in the
$3,300 vandalism spree undertaken by
an estimated 200 graduating seniors.

FOUR OTHER North Farmington
seniors were arrested by police —
three for possession of stolen property
and one for reckless driving — and po-
lice are still seeking suspects in dam-
age caused by a television set flung
through a window.

Farmington School Superintendent
Lewis Schulman said if convicted, the
students and their parents will be
asked to pay for the damages.

“Our position is. to go after restitu-
tion, not turn the other cheek,” he said.
“If they are the ones involved, we want
them to pay, absolutely.”

North Principal Clayton Graham
said the diplomas of the two seniors
charged with arson will be witheld un-
til restitution is made. The two were
the only students barred from partici-
pating in senior year-end activities —
including honors night, prom and com-
mencement.

“The parents have already been in
contact with us about making good the
damage,” Grabam said. "“They feel bad

about the whole thing.”

Both Schulman and Graham believe
the vandaiism spree at North will be a
turning point for student behavior in
future years,

“The distriet i3 not tolerating this
and students are accepungdmater re-
R sal .

Currently, there is no state statute
penalizing welfare recipients who
refuse to work or accept employment.

Ohio housing

Editor’s note: This article was
. written for the Observer by a re-
porter in Parma, Ohio. Considering
the battle which has carried on be-
tween opponents and proponents of
the Farmington Hills community,

we !ee! it holds nvn(ﬁcancefar this
area.

By GERALDINE M. STROZIER
In a deciaion expected to cause re-

Campaigners file

Voting booths in the Farmington
area will see plenty more action this
year.

‘A small number of voters plcked two
candidates this week in the school dis-
trict race, just weeks after the Republi-
can presidential primary.

PolLs will open again Aug. 5 for the
stafe primary election and Nov: 4 for
the general election.

In August, there will be local prima-
ry contests for county commission,
state representative and one U.S. con-
gressional seat.

‘The races stack up this way:

17TH CONGRESSIONAL — Three
Republicans are vying for their party’s
nomination in this race for a seat in.the
U.S. House of Representatives.

They are Raymond Cochran of De-
troit, Arve Bakken of Redford and L.
Patterson of Detroit. Winner In the
August primary will face incumbent
William Brodhead, a Detroit Demo-
crat.

The . district includes Southffeld,
Lat.hrup Village, Farmington™ Hills,

Redford and

; ! Detrit.

G4TH STATE mnmmum

Incumbent Wilbur Brotherton, a
Farmington Republican, faces a pri-
mary challenge from John M. M
and Joseph Schmidt, both of Southfield.

‘The winner will face Karen Artinian,
a Southfield Democrat, In the Novemn-
ber election. The district Inc!udes all of
Farnmington and Farmington Hills and
western Southfield. .

24TH COUNTY COMMISSION — In-
cumbent Dennis L. Murphy, a Novi Re-
publican, will face Novi Democrat Wil-
liam D. Brinker in the district which
includes South Lyon, Lyon, Wixom,
Walled Lake, Novi, Northville and a
western portion of Farmington Hills.

25TH COUNTY COMMISSION — G.
William Caddell, a Wailed Lake Repub-
lican, is running unopposed. The dis-
trict includes Commerce Township,
and portions of West Bloomfield,
Farmington Hills and Walled Lake.

27TH COUNTY COMMISSION — In-
cumbent Jack McDonald, a Farming-
ton Republican, is up against Joann
Blythe Echlin, a Democrat. The district
includes all of

"In the future, there won't be decorat-
ing of the gchool building, a senior cus-
tom at year's end, according to
Graham.

poorly attended candidates’ forum last
week.

Koteras, a school teacher in Detroit,
and Morgan, a real estate salesman,
were first-time challengers.

In the Oakland Community College
board of trustees race, incumbent Da-
vid Hackett topped a field of 10 candi-
dates with 14,051 votes to secure one of
three available six-year terms.

Also elected to six-year terms were
Margaret MacTavish with 12,759 votes

and Richard Pappas with 12,519.

The only other incumbent in the
race, Barbara Willing, finished fourth
with 11,948 votes.

A tax shift propesal which would
have transferred 0.2 mill out of debt
retirement into the collegé’s operating
budget failed 32,385 to 20,823.

‘Total votes casted in Oakland County
were 94,517,

Clarenceville voters re-elected two
school board trustees who ran unop-

posed: Richard Woodlwho secured 261
votes and Michael Manore who
garnered 192.

"Voters left unresolved a one-year,
one-mill tax hike question 173 yes votes
to 173 no. The Clarenceville school
board will decide June 26 if another
election will be called to decide the
millage question.

If the board votes for another elec-
tion, it won’t be held before September.

Fending off the sharks

It has been raining so much lately that some are
saying that it's raining sharks. Layne Harrington
found himself fighting the wet stuff recently when
he fulfilled his duties as batboy for the Harrison

High School team which was competing in the re-
gional playoffs. For results of the game against Sa-
line High School, turn to the sports section. (Staff
photo by Randy Borst)

suit could set national pattern

percussions around the nation, the fed-
eral district judge in Cleveland ruled
last week that the city of Parma,
Cleveland's largest suburb, has prac-
ticed deliberate and continuing racial
discrimination in its housing policies.

US. District Judge Frank J. Battisti
said Thuraday that the city has violated
the 1988 Falr Housing Act “because the
evidence clearly demonstrates that
Parma's actions were motivated by ra-
clal b .

He gave Parma 60 days to come up
wlt.h steps to remedy its segregated

pattern.

'me sult, agnlnst Parma, filed by the
Justice Deparhnent in 1973, charged
that the city engaged in a series of acts
intended to prevent blacks from rent-
ing or buying property in Parma.

‘The decision is extremely important,
said Robert Relnsteln, chief of the gen-
eral litigation section of the civil rights
divison of the U.S. Justice Department
and the mdn in charge of the case.

The government will use it, he said,
to attack alleged segregated housing
policies throughout the nation’s sub-
urbs, including Birmingham.

In 1971, the g charged,

of discrimination.

‘The remedy required of Parma is
certain to be more than simply having
to approve future subsidized housing.

Experts in Cleveland predict that
Parma will be required to present the
court with a comprehensive plan to ad-
vertise and encourage blacks to move
into the city, to actively seek them out
and to advance them assistance in
moving.

Parma Law Director Andrew Boyko
says he expects the city will appeal the

-decision.

“We are not going to sit back and let
the government push us around,” Boy-
ko said.

BATTISTI FOUND the city in viola-
tion of the law because of:

+ Consistent refusal to sign an agree-
ment with the Cuyahoga County Hous-
ing Authority to allow low-income per-
sons to rent and eventually own proper-
ty in the area.

* Opposition to any form of public or
low-income housing.

» Passage of certain zoning ordl-
nances that made it impossible.to build

Parma- denied a building permit for

two apartment buildings — Parma- -
town

Woods ~ that would have been
federally-subsidized for low- and mid-
dle-income senior citizens.

‘THE JUDGE found the city guilty of
discrimination by refusing the permit
to the subsidized housing. He also used
the refusal, together with other acts by
city amah!s as evidence that the city

overall policy

« Failure to pass an open housing or-
dinance.

« Fatlure to present a plan for low-
income housing when the city applied
for federal community development

unds.
* Refusal of the Parmatown Woods
permit.
* Raclal remarks made by city offi-
cials.

ALL ARE vilations, he said, be-

cause they were intended to prevent
racial integration in the city, which is
99 percent white.

In its defense, the city argued that
municipalities are free to decide their
own zoning ordinances. Battisti reject-
ed this argument, he said in his 96-page
opinion, because race was a factor in
Parma’s decision.

Even if a race is only one of several
considerations, the judgé said, it still
renders the zoning ordinance illegal,

Parma's other argument that it
should not be singled out because many
other suburbs are just as guilty of dis-
crimination “has been made and re-

jected too many times o warrant a se-
rious repsonse,” said Battisti.

This decision also has implications
for cross-district busing, said Avery S.
Friedman, an attorney and fair housing
expert. In the Detroit cross-district
busing case, the U.S, Supreme Court re-
jected the coneept of eross-district bus-
ing because segregated housing policies
on the part of the suburbs were not
proved, Friedman said. .

Whan a city has been found guilty of

tion, he said, it is

pmsihle that it might be reqmred to

cipate in 2 metropolitan-wide
school daegregaunn plan.
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