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Problems plague
Bard’s comedy

By BARBARA MICHALS

v

William Shakespeare’s “The Comedy
of Errors” seems aptly named, for the
current production by Oakland Univer-
sity’s Student Enterprise Theatre is
beset by problems.

Because “The Comedy of Errors” is
one;of Shakespeare’s weaker comedies,
it requires especially deft handling.
Oakland's production is clumsy. Per-
formances range from adequate to aw-

+ ful, and on opening night lines were ei-

ther stumbled over or stepped upon
with i

\
review

Cynthia Cole, as the confused wife of
Antipholus of Ephesus, and Janet Mar-
ie Cheff, as her sister Luciana, do the
best work of the ensemble. Their
speeches are the most animated, their
performances the most convincing.

Margaret Patton’s Duchess of
Ephesus is stiff. Her outsize scepter
looks ludicrous and only adds to her

Director Thomas Aston chose to
present “Comedy” in the manner of the
Italian commedia dell arte with the
performers donning masks and clown-
ing during a warm-up prologue. Though
the visual effect is pleasant, the con-
cept is not enough to give the show the
sense of style it so badly needs.

“The Comedy of Errors” is classic
farce, based entirely on repeated in-
stances of mistaken identity. Twin
brothers and their twin servants, sepa-
rated in infancy by a shipwreck, are
unaware of each other'’s existence
when their paths cross again as adults.
Friends and relatives become entan-
gled in the ensuing confusion.

AARON FORD and Alan Spiller ap-
pear as the brothers, Antipholus of
Ephesus and Antipholus of Syracuse.
Spiller’s performance is credible, but
Ford seems insecure in his role.

The two servants, each named Dro-
mio, are portrayed by Jane Schulte and
Dan Derkacz. In identical costumes
and masks, the pair are as well-
matched physically as Tweedledee and

eedledum. Their deliveries are in-
consistent; in the prologue both are
mostly unintelligible, but at various
other moments they hit the comedy
right on target.

in trying to seem regal.

Robert Wright doubles as Egeon, fa-
ther to the Antipholus brothers, and as
Doctor Pinch, a schoolmaster. His de-
livery is exceptionally wooden and
sluggish.

DAVID KELM is pleasing as Angelo,
a goldsmith to whom one of the broth-
ers owes money. Becky Ridley as the
courtesan gets her message across.
Dawn-Marie Santy is amusing as the
hefty kitchen maid who pursues one of
the Diomio brothers.

Although the program indicates
three or four different locales for the
action, the set is virtually non-existent
and never changes. The result is added
confusion.

The pace is reasonably brisk and the
pratfalls and slapstick very much in
evidence, but Oakland’s production of
“The Comedy of Errors” just doesn’t
mesh into a laugh-filled comedy.

Additional performances are slated
for Friday-Sunday evenings and Sun-
day matinees through June 22 at the
Barn Theatre on the Oakland Universi-
ty campus, Rochester. After a summer
hiatus, “The Comedy of Errors” is
scheduled for another three-weekend
run Sept. 12-28, That shoyld give the
Student Enterprise Theatre time to
work out some of the problems.

Church presents
Greek Festival

The Yassoo Greek Festival will be
presented from June 20-22 at St
George Greek Orthodox Church on
Woodward Avenue in Bloomfield Hills.

Yassoo means “to your health” in
Greek. Festival hours will be 5-11 p.m.
June 20; 11 am. to 11 p.m. June 21-22.
The church is one-half mile north of
Square Lake Road on the east side of

‘Woodward.
The Greek Festival, in ijs seventh
year, is open to the public. Yassoo VII -

features authentic Greek dishes such as
Souvlaki (marinated meat on a
skewer), Dolmathes (stuffed grape
leaves), Baklava, Greek Salad and
other delicacies in the Agora (Market-
place). .
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Although there's nothing
secretive about being the 4th
largest pizza company In the
country, (In terms of pizza sales)
we've grown so fast, at a rate of
over 40% each year, that many
people still may not know \
about ug.

. ‘When they find out that by
Investing $8,500 cash (our totdl
tranchise fee) and by qualifying
for financing of $40,000 to
$50,000 thay may be eligible
for a Domino's Plzza franchise,
they want to know more!

They are surprised to find thata
franchise relationship with
Domind’s Plzza Includes a
‘rofessional training program,
advertlsing expertise, site
selection and store opening
asslsstance.

We’re the best kept
secret in Detroit!

* Wa have over 300 stores

located in 30 states and are now
going intemational. We're &
secret you don't have to keep

to yourself!

Write or call today,

David K. Kilby

Director of Franchising
Domino's Plzza, Inc.

3853 Research Park Drive
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
313/668/:

©Cgoyright 1980 Dominds Pza, nc.

15 UNLAWFUL TO OFFER OR SELL ANY FRANCHISE WITHOUT
{’TROVIDING 'YOU A DISCLOSURE CIRCULAR AT LEAST 10 DAYS PRIOR
7O EXECUTION OF ANY BINDING CONTRACT OR PAYMENT OR ANY
CONSIDERATION OR AT THE TIME OF YOUR FIRST MEETING WITH OUR
REPRESENTATIVE WHICHEVER IS EARLIER.

Music By: Tchaikovsky, Mahler, Holder, Primous
Fountain and others.
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John Travolta
“URBAN COWBOY” (PG)

Madelelne Kahn
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
GEMINI (R)
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All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
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“FAME” (R]

Star Wars Continues
“THE EMPIRE STRIKES
BACK” (PG)

70 MM Dolby S(ereg

Late Shows Fri., Sat.

Walt Disney’s
“THE BLACK HOLE” (PG) |
“SLEEPING BEAUTY” (PG)

Late Shows Fri., Sat.

“A comedy gone
totally MAD."
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