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Jet-setting lover of jazz helped bring festival

By MARGARET MILLER

" For seven summers, Livonian Don
Lupp has been taking his love of jazz to
one of today’s great fountains of the art
— the Montreux International Jazz
Festival in Switzerland.

This year, the head of Henry Ford
Community College’s music depart-
ment will again head a jazz studies pro-
gram at Montreux, an arts loving com-
munity that faces Geneva down a long
lake,

* But before the summer is over, Lupp
will have played an important role in
turning the tables and bringing Mon-
treux to Detroit for the first Montreux-
Detroit International Jazz Festival
scheduled over the Labor Day week-
end.

The story of the first Montreux festi-
val in this country and the motor city’s
hosting one of the world’s most presti-
gious jazz events goes back to 1972 and
involves a lot of people on both sides of
the Atlantic.

For Don Lupp, you might say it be-
gan with a 1972 conversation between
a Swiss consulate who happens to be a
jazz buff and a Swiss airlines official.

Or you might go back farther, to his
early years of growing up as a student
of wind instruments and an admirer of
jazz greats like Bennie Goodman and
Johnny Hodges.

BECAUSE OF his long interest in
jazz, he listened attentively when he

heard from the airlines man that the
Swiss consul thought it strange that

people in this country didn't know

about the famed Montreux festival.

Lupp certainly knew about the festi-
val, a meeting of the best in bands that
began during the 19605 as a weekend
competition for the right to represent
Europe at the classic Newport Jazz
Festival. By the time he talked to the
airlines man, it had become a big event
in its own right.

“He wanted me to go for a package
deal to take some students to the festi-
val,” Lupp said. “I wasn’t interested in
that”

But eventually the music teacher did
put together a summer studies package
for college students, and he took it to
Monreux where he met with Michael
Ferla, president of the Montreux festi-
val, and Raymond Jaussi, a leading cit-
izen of the Swiss city.

“Iincluded in the program courses in
English and ecology, because music
seems to be always at the low end of
the totem pole,” said Lupp. “But as it
turned out, the jazz studies program
was the only part that survived.”

JAZZ STUDIES have been going on
at Montreux every summer since 1972,
with bands from colleges around the
country auditioning by sending tapes to
Lupp at Henry Ford Community Col-
lege.

‘Then they head for the Swiss city
each July, working in jobs like

chauffering the visiting bands and set-
ting up for them and getting in some
studies as well as the opportunity to
hear some of the world’s best jazz.
Lupp is on hand each summer to direct
the program. This summer the dates
are July 4-20.

“As a musician in a two-year college
1was especially interested in setting up
this kind of program,” he said. “There
is the opportunity to have a jazz pro-
gram in a two-year college which in
other ways cannot compete with four-
year music programs.”

This year, while noting with some
satisfaction that Wayne State Universi-
ty is just beginning to offer a degree in
jazz study, Lupp is turning a lot of at-
tention to the development that will
put the eyes of the musical world on
Detroit.

From Aug. 28 through Sept. 1, top
jazz musicians from all over will con-
verge on the motor city, putting on a
myriad of concerts on the riverfront, in
Hart Plaza and in Music Hall.

‘The announcement of the first North
American edition of the Montreux fes-
tival was made early this year by De-
troit Mayor Coleman Young with Jaus-
si, Ferla and Robert McCabe, president
of the Detroit Renaissance Foundation,
joining him at historie Music Hall.

‘The festival will be sponsored by the

and the Detroit Council for the Arts.

WHILE PLANS for the weekend of
stellar performances involve renowned
professional musicians from all over
the country and local stars on-the jazz
scene, Lupp's main involvement will be
with student musicians when he comes
home from Montreux in Switzerland to
Montreux Detroit.

So far he has acceptances from a
long list of college and university
bands, University of Michigan, Michi-
gan State, Wayne State, Purdue, Aqui-
nas, Mott Community College in Flint,
Ann Arbor Community College and, of
course, his own Henry Ford Communi-
ty College.

Some top high school aggregations
are being invited, bands like
Northwestern High's Jazz Ensemble
led by Ernie Rogers.

And Lupp is working on schemes to
get some star groups from other. parts
of the country here for the festival.

“The problem is transportation for
schools like North Texas State, which is
the first university in the country to
start a jazz program,” Lupp said.

“But I'd like to get that band here
and also the ones from Miami Universi-
ty and Humbert College of Toronto. 'm
trying to find out if there is someone
who will pick up the airline tab.”

Participating groups will make two

in
with the Detroit Plaza Hotel, Music
Hall Center for the Performing Arts

each in varying areas.
HFCC's representative will be one of
those playing for Big Band night on

S\md(ay, Tickets and schedules will be

and taught in Dearborn schoals before.
available in record and music stores.

joining the community college staff.

Music and engineering go well to-
gether, he said, adding that he builds a
Iot of his musical equipment.

LUPP, WHO began his university
work in engineering, switched to music

Summer
season HUCK;S S
announced 5 WLE & NKSTER

Three comedies and a
Pulitzer Prize-winning
musical are this sum-
mer’s Michigan Reperto-
ty '80 seasom, according
to Jean Galan, general
manager of the Profes-
sional Theatre Program
at the University of Mich-
igan.

Running in repertory
July 9 through Aug. 9,
with a break for the Ann
Arbor Street Fair, are “A-
Midsummer Night's
Dream,” “Blithe Spirit,”
“La Ronde” and “Of Thee
18ing."

As in past summers,
theatergoers will be in-
vited to have a picnic
supper in Felch Park, in
front of the Power Center
for the Performing Arts,
prior to curtain.
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. y 421-1627
OPEN FATHER 'S DAY
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28205 PLYMOUTH RD. Livonia
(BETWEEN MIDDLEBELT & INKSTER AD.)

LIVONIA NORTHVILLE
NOW SERVING COCKTAILS
CHINES& CANTONESE. HONG KONG. MANDAR:
JAPANESE & AMERICAN CUISINE o
BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEON SPECIALS * COMPLETE
DINNERS * CARRY OUT SERVICE * BANQUET ROOM
(OPEN 7 DAYS,

$985 _SE25
2% 1o
Dinners inciude: Homemade Breadsticks,
Antipasto Salad and Spumoni
We also feature pizzas, steaks and Catch-Of-
The-Day Seafood Special
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<mN T'K‘ POLYNESIAN RESTAURANT. 1

GRAND OPENING

SZE CHUAN

RESTAURANT

r N\
DALE YEE'S CHOW MEIN

Finést Chinese & American Restaurant with carry-out service, _

Specializing in tantalizing Sening | - COCKTAILS and POLYNESIAN DRINKS
~GOCKTAILS + FAMILY DINNERS pecializingin antalizin el Falsand COLYNESLAN D
10% OFF with this introductory » for 10 Years AVAILABLE for LUNCH and DINNER

invitation (expires 6-30-80)
Come in and try us, it will be
an experience your taste buds
will not soonforget
45188 FORD RD. - CANTON
(across from Meljer Thrlfty Acres) .| cmnv oun
; OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 459 3960

Most Major
Credit Cards
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Try-Qur
CpMBINAs TION’ :UNCHEON

’ Hours: MON INURS Mamtoltipm
» FRL&SAT 11am 10 Midnignt
ﬂ \ SUNDAY and HOLIDAYS Noon to 10 p m.
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Tear out this ad
and Discover Bonanza

Discover a delicious steak, bakéd
potato or french fries and Texas toast.
Plus a mile high salad from our “Discov-

J

RARLALS
37097 6 MILE RD., LIVONIA
' NEWBURGH PLAZA
591-1901

FAMILY

CORSI’S 2.

RESTAURANT AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE

BANQUET FACILITIES

F-SAT. 11-12
SUN. 12-10

We Serve
PIZZA
Monday - Saturday
. ti2am.

COCKTAIL
HOUR

*

16 oim » Weddings « Sport Banquets ery” Salad Bar. Two meals — just $5.99.
Monm;’.p,;day * Any Occasion \ Delicious! Offer good with coupon only.
We cu; el: gﬂg /fﬁﬂﬁﬁiions DINE & DANCE To Oldies 9-2 B ), f
i Rock ’n Easy & Disco Fri. & Sat.
: WEEKLYDINNEB SPECIALs Spun live by our own DJ  No Gover onanzas amous

Rib-Eye Dinner 2+*5%

NEW HAPPY HOUR PRICES
3:30-7 Mon.-Fri. » 11-5 Sat.

MUNCHIES

rol @ Tre
Egg Plant Parmis
nday Roast Beot With Mashed Potatoss ... $3.99

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE SOUF, 8ALAD, GARLIC ROLLS AND BUTTER

Private Room Available For Parties or Meetings

Call for Information
531-4960

27910 W. 7 Mile, LIVONIA
{Between Middlebelt and Inkster)
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