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Museum $$ barely pass House vote

Here's how area members of Congress were re-
corded on major roll call votes May 29 through
June 4.

HOUSE

MUSEUM GRANTS — The House passed, 262-
131, and sent to the White House a bill au'.honzmg
$1.8 million over two years for federal grants to be
given under the National Museum Act of 1966.
Awarded to museums and individuals by the Smith-
sonfan Institution, the federal money pays for the
advanced education of museum professionals,
among other uses.

‘The issue offers a rare example of a single mem-
ber’s vote or failure to vote literally making the
difference between a federal program being contin-
ued or shelved. The bill was considered under a
shorteut procedure requiring a two-thirds majority
for passage. Because the 262 “yeas” were the mini-
mum needed for passage, and because the bill was
sent directly to the White House for enactment, one
less “yea” or one more “nay” would have made a
critical difference.

Rep. Lucien Nedz, D-Mich., said the main issue
was that of “how high we regard those things in our
past and how much we may want to preserve
them.”

Rep. Bill Frenzel, R-Minn., an opponent, said “it
seems to me not a very good use of federal re-
sources for us to give grants in areas whe:e people
can afford their own education. . . .

Members voting “yea” wanted to fund the Na-
tional Museum Act grant program for two more
years.

Reps. Carl Pursell, R-] Plymuuth David Bonior,
D-Mt.Clemens, William Ford, D-Taylor, William
Brodhead, D-Detroit, James Blanchard, D-Pleasant
Ridge, voted “yea.”

Rep. William Broomfield, R-Birmingham voted
“nay.”

‘THE FEDERAL BUDGET — The House refused,
123-165 to kill an effort to spend $153.7 billion
rather than $147.9 billion on national defense in the
next budget year. The vote came during debate on
the conference report on the fiscal 1981 congres-
sional budget blueprint. If both houses OK the
$153.7 billion figure, two arduous legislative steps
— authorization and appropriation — must be tak-
en before the money can be spent.

Rep. Robert Giaimo, D-Conn., sponsored the ef-
fort to kill the higher of the two figuers becanse, he
said, defending the integrity of the congressional
budget process was a higher priority t.han the also-
attractive goal of higher defense

Rep. Delbert Latta, R-Ohio, the sponsor of the
move to insist on the $153.7 billion oatlay, said that
without his measure House conferees would “put
the money in these goody-goody (social) projects
and take it out of defense.”

Members voting “nay” wanted the 1981 congres-
sional blueprint for the federal budget to recom-
mend $153.7 billion in defense outlays rather than
$147.9 billion.

Bonior and Blanchard voted “yea.

Pursell, Ford, Brodhead and Broomfield did not -

vote.

OIL TAX — By a vote of 376-30, the House disap-
proved of President Carter's proposal to impose a
fee on imported oil that translates into a 10-cent-a-
gallon hike in gasoline prices. Carter called it a
conservation measure. Opponen(s called it an

tax hike. The measure
also was passed by the Senate and was headed for a
presidential veto.

Rep. John Myers, R-Ind., a supporter of the dis-
approval measure, said the tax would “have a tre-
mendous impact dn people in rural and suburban
areas who do not have the option of using mass
transportation.”

Rep. Charles Vanik, D-Ohio, an opponent, said:

roll call report

lion Chrysler loan-guarantee program. Sen. Lowell
Weicker, R-Conn., the sponsor of the amendment,
drgued that Chrysler has failed in its obligation to
raise $1.43 billion in non-federal assistance as a

“condition of getting the $1.5 billion in federal loan

guarantees.
In part, he objected that not enough of the $1.43

Heavy Ccnsimcﬂan with
‘rame ond Five 2x10x8's

billion raised by Chrysler is new capital and: foo
much is in less substantial currency such as bank
concessions and pension fund contnbutpns The

into bankruptcy.”

Weicker, who voted “nay,” said that when banks
and investment houses “are unwilling to infuse new
capnal why

do we then ask some blue-collar worker in
Bridgeport . . . to put his money up on the line to
bail out the Chrysler Corp.?” |

Senators voting “nay” did not want Congress to

vote dame during debate on an mea-

money to Chrysler's loans

sure later passed and sent to the White House.
Sen. Donald Riegle, D-Mich., who voted * “yea,"

until the company complied with the letter of the
Chrysler Loan Guarantee Act of 1979.

Red Cross
is counting
onyou .

-to help.

said that the amendment “would send the company Riegle and Levin voted “yea.”
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“It is not popular to take a course that
hurts, but with respect to the oil problem there is
no painless cure.”

Menbers voting “yea” opposed the oil import
fee.

Pursell, Bonior, Ford, Brodhead, Blanchard and
Broomfield voted “yea.”

SENATE

SENATE SPENDING — By a vote of 67-17, the
Senate approved a 10 percent cut in its own fiscal
1981 spending. The cuts were not specified; an esti-
mated $20 million would be saved. This vote sof-
tened_a tougher proposal calling for a 15 percent
cut in office allowances and staff payrolls for Sen-
ate and House members, as well as congressional
committees. It came during debate on a Council on
Wage and Price Stability bill later passed and sent
to the House.

Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W. Va., who supported the
softer budget cut, said a 15 percent reduction

“would make it impossible in some mslancﬁs for
Senators to represent their
cies.”

Sen. Harry Byrd, I-Va., an opponent of softening
the cut, said: “In reduction of federal spending, the
legislative branch should set an example for the
government and the nation.”

Senators voting “yea”wanted a 10 percent cut in
Senate and House staff payrolls and office allow-
ances.

Democratic Sens. Donald Riegle and Carl Levin
voted “yea.”

CREDIT CONTROL — The Senate voted 43-40 to
repeal the 1969 Credit Control Act, which gives a
president authority to put into effect tight credit
policies. Until employed temporarily this ‘year by

President Carter, the act had been unused. The pro-

posed repeal was included in S 2352 (see preceding
vote). It would take the credit law off the books in
July, 1981

Sen. William Armstrong, R-Colo., a supporter,
said clamping down on consumer credit “will not
do much to slow inflatign. But it can and is doing a
whale of a lot to.deepen and prolong a recession
which is already more severe than government
economists anticpated.”

Sen. Paul Tsongas, D-Mass., an oponent, said that
if senators “are incapable of doing what is neces-
sary to deal with these (economic) problems, at
least let us not . . . prevent the president from the
action necessary to deal with the economic crisis
before us.” .

Santators voting “yea" wanted to repeal the
Credit Control Act.

Levin voted “yea."

Riegle voted “uayf'

HELPING mYSLEE Th[e Senate voted 51-
calling
S to take a stricter line in admlmsﬁﬂnng the $1.5 bil-
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