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Residential building permits is-
sued last year in the seven-county
southeast Michigan area dropped
nearly 23 percent from 1978,

A recently issued Southeast Mich-
igan Council of Governments (SEM-
COG) report shows that among the
larger growing cities and townships
of the late 1970's, only Farmington
Hills issued more single and multi-

Slump

ple family building permits last
year (1,622) than in 1978 {1,552).

“It wasn't a great vear (for new
housing starts),” said SEMCOG rep-
resentative James Thomas.

HOUSING GROWTH slowed con-
siderably last year in Canton Town-
ship, according to SEMCOG. Canton
led the region in 1978 with 1,813 sin-
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Housingl .‘Starts dip 23% in 1979

gle and multi-family permits issued.
Last year, the western Wayne Coun-
ty township authorized 721 residen-
tial units, a decline of 60 percent.

Avon Township and Troy also
showed sharp declines in housing
growth last year. Avon issued 840
single and multiple dwelling per-
mits in 1979, down more than 540
from 1978. Troy approved nearly
700 housing units last year, down
some 360 from 1978.

According to SEMCOG, new sin-
gle family housing in Farmington
Hills and Avon Township last year
accounted for 11 percent of the total
regional single family permits.

Farmington Hills, Detroit and
Clinton and Shelby townships in Ma-
comb County accounted for 37.5
percent of the total new muitiple
family housing in the region. Farm-
ington Hills approved 890 multi-
family housing starts; Detroit, 775.

THOMAS SAID the regional resi-
dential construction report, issued
annually by SEMCOG, is a further
indication that the metropolitan De-
troit region can expect only moder-
ate growth in the years ahead.

Thomas said 1980 is extremely
down,” due to the lingering econom-
ic recession.

All of the region's seven counties
except Monroe showed building per-
mit reductions in 1979, according to
the SEMCOG report. Oakland
showed the largest numeric drop,
from 10,279 in 1978 to 8,374 last
year.

" mits were down 21 percent last

. counties

Permits issued last year by
Wayne County communities other
than Detroit were down 23 percent.

Detroit issued 162 more permits
last year than in 1978, Demolition
permits issued by Detroit decreased
nearly 28 percent last year from
6,153 in 1978 to0 4,438.

FOR THE tri-county (Oakland,
‘Wayne, Macomb) area, building per-

year.

Nearly 15,400 new single, two-
family and multi-family housing
starts were approved in the three
in 1978. That figure
dropped to just over 12,000 last
year.

The peak housing year during the
past 20 years was 1971, when more
than 32,000 permits were issued in
the three counties.

Three years later, with the advent
of the 1974-75 economic recession,
housing permits issued in the three
counties plummeted to 9,649.

SEMCOG is a voluntary associa-
tion of governmental units in Liv-
ingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland,
St. Clair, Washtenaw and Wayne
counties.

It propases regionwide plans and
policies in housing and community
development, transportation, land
use, water and air quaility and other
environmental areas.

Its plans are subject to approval
of local elected officials from mem-
bet communities.
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Short-Med. Hair*15. Camplele
Long Hair *22* and up, plus haircut

HAIR CUTS with Philip
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» Ear Piercing
27716 W. Seven Mile

Livonia 5 Biocks East of Livonta Mall

592-9759
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Michigan trails
in retail trade

In what may come as no surprise to
Michigan residents, the state ranks
first in new car registrations per capita
— and most of those cars are Ameri-
can made.

But while residents may buy a lot of
new cars, the overall gain in retail
trade lags behind the rest of the nation,
according to David 1. Verway, a re-
search professor in the Graduate
School of Business at

sales increased from $1.4 billion to $2.5
billion.

Michigan’s interest in buying Ameri-
can-made cars is seen in several other
statistics, said Verway. For one, the
state ranked 42nd in registrations for
new imported cars. In addition, the Bu-

. Teau of Labor Statistics reports that

vehicle purchases accounted for 8.9
percent of a Detroit Hnusehulds total

Michigan State University.

Statistics compiled by the Census of
Retail Trade show that the state's re-
tail trade grew by 55 percent between
1972 and 1977, lagging behind the na-
tional average of 58 percent. That puts
Michigan 12th from the bottom if the
states are ranked from the biggest in-
creases to the least increases.

According to Verway,.grocery store
sales in the state increased by 39 per-
cent during that five-year period, much
below the national average of 58 per-
cent, and that's the main reason overall

" sales lagged behind the national aver-
age.

Smaller families, particularly those

.without children who eat out in restau-

rants, and fewer people stocking provi-
sions at their summer cottages has hurt
grocery store sales in the state, said
Verway.

Places to eat are more common than
any other type of retail establishment,
both in Michigan and nationwide, ac-
cording to Verway. In 1977, eating es-
tablishments in the state employed
142,000 people, or 27 percent of all re-
tail employees: but because they are so
labor intensive, they accounted for only
7 percent of the retail sales in the state.

‘The number of gasoline service sta-
tions in the state dropped from 8,919 in
1972 to 6,572 in 1977, but because of the
increase in the price of a gallon of gas,
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with 7.4 per-
cent for urban households in the nation
asa whole.

And sales of used cars in the state
were depressed compared with sales in
other states. High saleries and lower
new car prices are the reason, Verway
said.

Within the state, retail sales in the
central business districts in Muskegon,
East Lansing, Ann Arbor and Battle
Creek, showed increases in sales be-
tween 1972 and 1977. Figures were not
available for 1972 in Pontiac and Kala-
mazoo.

Grand Rapids and Bay City grew lit-
tle during those five years, while those
in Lansmg and Jackson declined some-

And lhnse in Flint and Detroit declin-
ed sharpl

Help out these kids!

Farfiily Foster Care is a temporary
placement in Wayne County for chil-
dren whose physical or emotional
needs cannot be met by their parents.

Catholic Social Services is looking
for families to care for these children.
An orientation meeting will be held for
anyone interested in the program at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 2.

Call Mary Therese Lemanek at 883-
2100 for more information.
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YOU LOSE
WEIGHT...

SAVE *5 on storage wilh this ad when you bring your
furto Dittrichs for cleaning,

Your fur will lead a pampered life while stored on ous
premises in the most modern temperature and humid-
ity controlled cold storage vaults.

Dittrichs furriers will give your fur the finest cleaning
available in our modern and complete facilities. Clean-
ing prices range from $7 for a mink boa to a maximum

Elaine Kissel
Hypnologist

569-7121
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0f $29 for a top quality sable coat. Expires 6/28/80.
VISA & MASTER CHARGE + HOURS: MON. - SAT. 9:30- 5 pm

BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 1515 N. Woodward Ave., 642-3000

DETROIT: 7373 Third Ave., 873-8300
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© Samsonite’

Samsonite 5 piece group with 42
table. (Other styles and larger tables avail-
able at extra cost.

List $575.00 SALE s439

5 Piece group with 42" umbrella

List $674.00  SALE $539

lion s piece group with 48" table.
Rugged no-rust aluminum avallab[e in2

frame calors.
List$715 . SALE 349900
atio LAY-AWAY AVAILABLE
& e——
venlture Tooe. Wed 104,401 104 $un 125

Sleep Sofa Salel

We have some beautitul Steep-Sofa Specials in our Ethan Allen Gallety! Come. see for your-
self the way these super comfortable. handsomely uphoistered Sofas easily transform into full
Choose from three of our best-selling Ethan Allen styles in a special

of queen-size beds.

selection of durable, long-wearing Herculon fabrics and Scotchgard-protected prints. The
tuxurious Ethan Allen innerspring mattress adjusts 1o a convenient sit-up position for reading
of watching TV. Turn your living 100 o7 den into a spare becroom now! Some in stock for

mm:d\a(e delivery.

Full or Queen Sizes...
Sale $549.50 to *849.50

Full or queen-size Roll-arm
Wing style Sieep Sofa available
in 2 good selection of textured
tweeds or floral prints. SALE
FROM $549.50 TO $699.50.
(Price varies upon your choice
of fabric and Sleep Sofa size.}

Eull or queen-size Tuxedo style
Sleep Sofa is available in the
beautiful bird print fabric as
shown, or in your choice of
waven Herculons of corduroy,
SALE FROM $649.50 TO-
$849.50. (Piice varies upon
your choice of fabric.and Sleep
Sofa size.)

Full or queen-size Lawson
slyle Sleep Sofa is available
in rich Herculon tweed or
spring-fike - fiowered_print
fabrics. SALE FROM
$549.50 TO $699.50.
(Price varies upon _your
choice of fabric and Sleep
Sofa size.)

Visa Card Mas!ev Card.
Wiggs P

44

35834 Ven Dyke » Sterling Heights
Cqual s IBvur\Mood P!un . Eelween 154 16 Mile

Wiggs ... an
Ethan Allen Deater!

©open Monday, Thursday
andFriday until 9 P.M

Telegraph at L.ong Lake Rd. (18-Mie)
Bloomtfield Hills « 644-7370
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