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‘That number
in Detroit,
Walter, is ...’

Story and photos:
GARY CASKEY

The world is coming to Detroit.

Preparations for the Republican National Convention are well
under way and Michigan Bell Telephone is undertaking the single
largest assignment in its history — providing all of the communica-
tion needs and services of convention participants.

Because the gathering is one of the most intensive media events in
the world, Bell started its plans shortly after site selection in Janu-
ary 1979,

Bell expects to have all personnel associated with the convention
assembled in Detroit by the end of this week. By now more than 75
percent of the work has been completed.

*“The organization is functioning,” is the status description given
by Burke Campbell of Birmingham, coordinator of sales and service
for Michigan Bell.

Bell’s task has been to design, engineer, and build a phone compa-
ny within 2 phone company — large enough to serve a population of

Television demands alone require Bell to do in four days the vol-
ume of business normally done in one year.

After the Winter Olympics, Bell bought its television equipment
and shipped it to a site adjacent to Cobo Hall. A trailor known as a
Television Operations Center now houses the sophisticated machin-
ery.

ALL TELEVISION signals from the Joe Louis Arena will be
received, monitored and transmitted from the Television Operations
Center.

The three major networks are expected to spend between $6 mil-
lion to $8 million for their convention coverage. The Joe Louis Are-
na televison booths now being assembled will cost about $300,000

each and will be torn down immediately after the last gavel sounds.

With a task force of almost 500 people, Michigan Bell will install,
maintain and then remove some 10,000 telephones and 6,000 lines
for'candidates, state delegations, and media,

About 25,000 miles of telephone cable and wires have been in-
stalled to serve the convention — enough, if stretched end to end, to
encircle the earth.

Michigan Bell predicts it will spend $1.2 million on the convention
and will not make a profit. .

Rates approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission were

s designed to recover the costs of specialized services and facilities to
be provided. Much of what Bell installs will be re-used, however,
after the convention.

TOP: In just less than a month, Joe Louis Arena will swell with
Republicans from across the country. Preparations now are underway
to install the cables linking Detroit to the world. BELOW LEFT: In
the operating room is Raymond Norton, who said some equipment
comes via Lake Placid Winter Olympics. CENTER RIGHT: All-en-
compassing electronic switching system is in the basement. BELOW

RIGHT: Workers break for lunch in Cobo.

It's your turn to shine!
Discover the brightest looks
& outlooks of
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Just for
you . .. kids!

Monday, June 23
Northville Dance Studin
1:00 and 3:00 pm
Center Court

Tuesday, June 24
Dance & Music Stand
1:00 and 3:00 p.m.
Center Court

Wednesday, June 25
Jacqualine’s School of Dance
. 1:00and 3:00 pm

Center Court

Thursday, Junc 26
Farmingtan Gymnastic Center
1:00 and 3:00 pm
Center Court
Friday, June 27
Rebel Gympstics
1:00 5nd 3:00 pm
Center Court
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AtLeast 30% OFF and up to 50% OFF All Merchandise.
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*Main Showroom:
West Bloomfield
3325 Orchard Lake Rd.
Keego Harbor, Ml 48033
626-0031

*Iroy (In Long Lake Plaza)
1061 E. Long Loke R,

Troy. Mi 48098

528-9050

* Tues., Wed., Sat. 10:00-5:30. Thurs., Fri, 10:00-9:00.Sun. 12:00-5:00 Closed Monday.

Inferior Design Service Available at Main Showroom Only.
«+Limited Troy Hours: Fri: :00-9:00, Sat: 10:00-5:30, Sun: 12:00-5:00




