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Court will decide fate’s fate in Michigan

By SANDRA AMBRRUSTER

l

Members of a western Wayne County
psychic group say that the future of
metaphysical studies in Michigan will
be settled by a trial.

“This jury trial definitely will be pre-
cedent setting. It will lead the way to
witch hunts on what are our own rehg—
ious beliefs,” said Danny Valkos, who is
director of the Paranormal Enlighten-
ment Center,

“Under this law, all astrologers and

politicians who predict the future .

would be guilty,” Valkos added. “Also
illegal would be horoscopes in the
newspaper, Michigan Bell’s dial-a-hor-
oscope and the Gundella column that
runs in your newspaper.”

Valkos and four other members of
the group were arrested by city of
Wayne police last February on charges
of violating a state fortune telling law
from the late 1800s, They were arrest-
ed after holding a “Psychic Fun Fair"
on Feb. 15 at the Wayne Community
Center.

Also arrested were Ida Vida, a pal-
mist and minister of a spiritualist
chureh; Janice Jarrell, also a minister
and an astrologer; Joanna Freeman, a
semirary student who read tarot cards;
and Marise Rupprecht, who sold books
and ran the computer giving astrologi-
cal printouts.

The charge is a misdemeanor, pun-
ishable by a fine of $500 or 90 days in
jail. Valkos said he has been charged
with five counts of aiding and abetting
fortune telling.

Since the Wayne fair, the group has
held similar functions at a UAW hall on
Plymouth Road in Livonia and at the
Plymouth Cuitural Center. Velkos said
that other groups in River Rouge, Ann
Arbor, Ferndale and in Oakland County
periodically sponsor fairs on paranor-
mal phenomena.

Wayne Det. Sgt. Mike Butler said

that the five were arrested because
they charged $3 fees for the readings
they gave to two police officers and
two clerk “dispatchers during the fair.
He said that violates the state penal
code that prohibits “pretending for
money or gain to predict future events

. .(or) to tell fortunes.”

Sgt. Butler said that renting the com-
munity center and charging a $1 ad-
mission were permissable under the
law, but that charging for readings
isn't. The fair also included the sale of
books and refreshments.

The trial was schedulgd for 10 am.
Wednesday before 28th District Court
Judge John Seiler at the coun‘. building
on Michigan Avenue in Wa:

Sure to be discussed du mg the trial
is whether the group received permis-
sion to have the fair and whether they
were pretending, in the sense of the
state law, or really sincere.

“We told them before they had the
fair that we didn't have the power to
tell them not to have it, but that we felt
it was a violation of state law and that
‘we would do something if they did.

“We went down and had our fortunes
told that Friday, and told them they
could expect action to be taken,” said
Sgt. Butler. “You can't get a prosecutor
for something like that on a weekend.
Monday, the brother of another ser-
geant died, which the fortune teller
hadn't told him. So I got the case.

“Tuesday we went down to the pro-
secutor’s to get warrants, and they
were told to come in. So that’s why it
was almost a week later before they
were arrested,” he said.

Valkos, and co-director of the para-
normal center Lea Smith, insist they
are sincere about their beliefs. He said
the center members had charged for
services at the fair to raise enough
money to open a school, research cen-
ter and bookstore in Wayne.

Although they had a location, Mrs.
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Smith, who was not in the group arrest-
ed, said they “quickly backed out of the
deal after this started.”

“Our ethics are at stake here. We
want to remove the stigma,” Valkos
said, adding that the group formed
nearly a year ago. “We don’t pre(end
We try to stand as tall as we can in our
belief in God.”

Richard Beemer, a Farmington Hills
attorney, said it would take a decision
from an appellate court before the case
would actually set a precedent. John
Sloan from the Wayne out-county pro-
secutor’s office was unable to be
reached for comment.

Valkos said he has given lectures on

. the subject for the Plymouth YMCA

and points out that the Wayne-West-
land Continuing Education Program of-
fers a course in basic extra sensory

perception awareness. He has been in- -

volved in the subject for 10 years as 2

psychic investigator. Mrs. Smith said
her involvement goes back 25 years.
“Everyone has psychic ability.
Thoughts are electro magnetic waves,
and a reader just picks up the frequen
cy that a person is on. There’s nothing
mysterious about it,” said Valkes, who
recently lost a job as manager of an
auto repair shop.
.

Psychic experiences, according to
Valkos, include manifestation of

ghosts, gut feelings and knowing what's -

going to happen in the future.

Frequency of readings and accept-
ance of the results is up to each individ-
ual, according to Mrs. Smith.

“We prefer that they learn to read
themselves, and that they don't become
dependent on a reader,” she said, “We
tell people that they have control over
their lives, no one else does (have con-
trol).”
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Meadow Brook Ha]l j

Qakland University, Rochester, Michigan
June 21 & 22 at our Galleries
Each Evening at 7:30 PM

Introduction: Preservation of this historic mansion is
dependent upon public support of its programs, private be-
quests, and donations such as Meadow Brook Hall's portion
of the proceeds from this benefit auction. -

e Hall receives no regular tax support.

Featuring: A large Collection of Fine Antiques, Collec-
tibles, and Unique Decorative Accessories for ‘your home
or office.

‘The auction will include pieces from several major-
estates and collections. Items that will appear pn the block -
will b(;renod and decorative furniture, oriental screens,
original oit paintings (referenced artlsl‘s) bronze and marble
statuary, ivory collection, netsukes and snuff bottles, fine
porcelains—Meissen, Sevres, KPM, etc. Oriental rugs—
room size, throw rugs and runners, jade and hardstones,
dod(? anentah;la]— tonlsmm:‘_i Satsu:ga lKutanl am%r(;hm“ese
porceams.crys sterling silver, and a large jewelry collec-
tion. SPECI EATUR%& Very Unusual Staghorn Chair
previously owned by George Pierrot. Also items donated by
patrons to be sold for the aomunt of Meaduw Brook Hall.

‘Two Evening Sessions Saturday.Junelel, and

* Sunday, June 22nd. Each evening at 7:30 p.m. -

Exhibition Exhibition one hour prior to each-

session.

Terms Cash, check, American Express, Master
Charge, and Visa

Information Plase call (313) 3389203

Catalogues $2.00. Catalogue mceads to benefit

Meadow an:k Hall. Admlsswn Free.

AUCTIONEERS « APPRAISERS. « ESTATE SPECIALISTS

825 Woodward Avenue, Pontiac, Michigan 48053 (313) 338-9203 f
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OUR WAREHOUSE

Designer
Warehouse

SALE i,

Fine Furniture
Rare Accessories
Elegant Case Goods
Every price reduced 30% -60%

Ten of the leading design studios in the area have con-
solidated their merchandise to bring you one fantastic sale.
Studies such as Pierson Interiors, Edward R. Born, Schoenly
Interiors, Shitley Parkllan, and many more will be offering
you values from leading manufacturers including BAKER,
HENREDON, FLAIR, TOMLINSON, KINDEL, and countless
others. Feel free to wander through upholstery, case goods,
lamps and accessories, all under one roof.

These are designer items which will be offered at
REDUCTIONS ranging from 30% - 60% OFF
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DATE & SATURDAY. JUNE 21,10 A.M. - 4 PM. 1S |=
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. OUR WAREHOUSE
LOCATION: 19450 GRAND RIVER \L\
DETROIT, MI 48223 19?50 N
I, FENKEL
For futther information call $35-3198 1)
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Salvatore Ferragamo Shoes...

Now On Sale

Sizes 16, 18, 20

Attention Young Men

Let it be known that Tottingham's is offer-
ing 20% off on all Gant knit short sleeve
shirts (stripes and solids), and all Gant
cotton khakis in British tans and a large
assortment of colours. Sizes 16, 18, 20.
Now on sale. Perfect for campwear and all
summer game plans.

Open Thursday evenings.
s .

TOTTINGHAMS
CLASSIC CLOTH!:'.S REDEFINED
3821 WEST MAPLE ROAD AT LAHSER ROAD

BLOOMFIELD COMMONS CENTRE - RING 645-6675

* Detroit Bitminghani .
e Fusher Bdg 725 S. Adamis'Rd
o Telegraph . Lower Livel Sl 9~ 642-6802
6426662 8716658
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For Three Days Only!

*® Originally *110 to *138, now 79.90 the paic

o Choose from beautifully classic pumps,
straplings and sleek, dressy sandals.

* All, in the masterfully crafted leathers, with
that fabulous fit Ferragamo is so well-noted for.

® Not all sizes in all colors and styles.
© Three days only...june 19th, 20th and 21st.

* Designer Shoe Salon, Troy onfy...
where we are all the things you are.

Total units available: 1892
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