Kuhn predicts:

'"Water bills going up ‘44 to 100%’

By TOM LONERGAN

A 1917 Michigan law may allow De-
troit to increase substantially the wa-

ter rates paid by some s\lburhan cus-

tomers.
While the Detroit Water and Sewer
* Department (DWSD) last week an-
nounced a proposed 45 percent system-
wide hike in water rates, Oakland

County Drain Commissioner George
Kuhn said the increase — due to take
effect Dec. 1 — could be much higher
for some suburban communities.

“WE THINK it’s like 44 to 100 per-
cent,” Kuhn said Friday at a meeting of
Iocal public works department offi-
cials. “But we're not privy to the de-
tailed information.”

OCC holds tuition
line, but how long?

By TIM RICHARD

“I have to boast a little. We have a
balanced budget'this year without an
increase in tuition,” President Robert
F. Roelofs told the Oakland Communi-
ty College Board of Trustees last week.

“But it might be the last year we're
able to say this,” Roelofs added.

OCC's_tuition for resident students
will stand at $16.50 per credit hour for
the fall semester and probably for win-
ter, the same as it was in the 1979-80
school year.

“Through good fortune or good man-
agement — I don't know which —, we
managed to keep it there, even after
reductions in state aid. We're almost
alone in the state in not raising tuition,”
Roelofs added.

The two-year college has 20,000 stu-
dents on four campuses and an opera-
ting budget of $27 million.

“MOST UNIVERSITIES and colleges
have had to raise tuition, and some sub-
stantially,” he said.

Roelofs cited Mott Community Col-
lege, Flint, $22; Delta, near Bay City,
$19.50; Grand Rapids, $19; and Jack-
son, $23.

“Others are considering charging for
‘contact’ hours above credit hours,” he
said. An English course and a chemis-
try course may both be worth three
credit hours, for example, but the
chemistry student might put in three
laboratory hours as well as three class-

room hours, so the chemistry course *

would be worth six hours of faculty
“contact”.

One way of holding down costs, Roe-
lofs said, was to “improve the student-
faculty ratio,” he said.

“This does not mean packing classes.
It’s done by eliminating low-enrollment
classes — where enrollment is lower
than 15 students.”
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HE SAID the college has further held
down costs by not replacing two ad-
ministrators and several faculty mem-

TS,
“We're waiting to see what will hap-
pen wnh ‘Tisch,” he said, refen'mg tu

DWSD sells water wholesale to near-
ly 100 water in

lenged m court by several suburban
‘The sult is still pending

six counties, including Oakland, Wayne
and Macomb. The water rates vary by
city and township.

The proposed water rate increase
would be the second since 1976, There
have been four sewage rate Increases
since July 1977. Both water and sewer
rates are used to determine a home-
owner's quarterly water bill,

THE 1917 STATE law allows a city
water authority to charge customers
outside its territorial limits “not less
than nor more than double that paid by
consumers within their own territory.”

The law further states a municipal
water corporation may charge neigh-
boring cities, villages and townships
more than double what its own resi-
dents pay provided the customer cities
are outside the municipality’s county
and more than 10 miles from the water
utility’s “territorial limits.”

Kuhn fears that DWSD may charge
some suburban cities up to double the
new rate charged to Detrait residents.

At the request of John Lamerato,
Oakland County's representative on the

ber Detroit Board of Water

drain
pruposzl to cut property taxes slate-
wide by half. Tisch is seeking signa-
tures to put his controversial proposal
on the ballot.

Board Vice-chairman Earl Anderson
cautioned OCC administrators about
public reaction against community col-
leges because of the audit scandal at
Wayne County Community College and
the firing of its president.

“This damn WC3 thing has got me
upset and nervous. All of us have got to
be extra careful,” said Anderson.

“Good advice,” agreed Roelofs.
“Once the sharks get out, they're liable
to bite anybody.”

ROELOFS SAID OCC was compli-
mented during an accreditation visit
irom the National Association of Clini-
cal Laboratory Scientists.

Commissioners, a report outlining the
proposed rate increases was ‘not dis-
tributed last week to municipal eus-
tomers or the news media. .

The water board is expected to dis-
cuss the issue at a special 2:30 p.m.
meeting today at the Water Board
building in downtown Detroit.

THE RATE increases are proposed
in a report prepared by Camp, Dresser
& McKee of Detroit, DWSD's rate con-
sultant. The firm did a year-long study
of Detroit water rates.

Asked if county officials weren't
simply assuming some suburban water
rates may be double Detroit’s, Donald
Ringler, the county’s public works
manager, said: “If they go ahead the
way they've been discussing it, that's a
relative certainty.”

A spokesperson for DWSD said Fri-
day the department does not have a

of rates for i sub-

“They were and had
only few things to suggest. They said
that if we got more than 40 students,
we should add more faculty. We had
already planned on that.

“They suggested more released time
for faculty coordination. I'm not sure
T'd go along with that. But they were
not insisting.”

In pursuing the goal of broadening
faculty experience, Roelofs said 0CC is
working toward a faculty exchange
with the University of Michigan-Dear-
born. Several OCC faculty members
were being interviewed at UM-D last
week to see if an exchange could be
worked out, he said.
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urban customers. She said a “system-
wide average” rate increase of 45 per-
cent is proposed.

1IN 1976, water rates were increased
39 percent. That increase was chal-

final arguments and a decision.

According to DWSD, the higher rates
are necessary to meet inflation and in-
creased chemical and labor costs, A
portion of the new revenues will be
used to upgrade old water mains in De-
troit and older suburbs, the spokesper-
son said.

Kuhn objected to use of new water
revenues to improve Detroit's Water-
works Plant on Jefferson Avenue.

“Why are we (the suburbs) bwught in
to upgrade that plant when it's an in-
house plant?” said Kuhn.

The DWSD spokesperson said the
new water revenues “are not ear-
marked for Waterworks Park” but
could be used there. She said DWSD
hopes to sell bonds Jater this month to
finance improvements.

IN A RELATED issue, U.S. District
Judge John Feikens is expected to rule
June 30 whether Kuhn can delay imple-

mentation of new sewage treatment .

deadlines at the Detroit sewage plant.

Earlier this year, city, state, federal
officials and Feikens revised 1977 con-
sent judgment deadlines which Detroit
must meet to comply with the federal
Clean Water Act. A consent judgment
deadline was missed last December.

Kuhn, who is an intervenor in the
federal Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) suit against the sewage
plant, has refused to sign the revised
order until a review committee is es-
tablished to oversee DWSD's budgeting
process.

Feikens, who has presided over the
sewage treatment plant case,” has
“backed off” his January proposal for
such a committee, aceording to Wil-
liam Hampton of Farmington Hills.
Hampton is Oakland County's lawyer in
the case.

Kuhn represents Oakland County as
a party in the suit. Hampton said it is
not known whether the three-year-old
consent judgment can be amended
without Kuhn's signature.

Kuhn says the revised consent judg-
ment would reduce Detroit’s require-
ment to treat more than one billion gal-

lons of sewage a day, according to EPA .

guidlelines, to 805 million gallons a

ay.
The treatment plant now meets
about half the EPA requirement.
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VERSATILE BENCHES
IN YOUR CHOICE OF

FINE QUALITY VELVETS
Regularly $109.95 each

speciatLy price . 2 for $149.
Perfect for your hallway, liing room, den, bath or bedroom. The button-tufted,
cushioned seat Is extremely comfortable and Is expertly upholstered in boautiful
valvets in your choice of calors from our stock. We have 21 benches in stock for
you to select irom and taka with you immediately.

Tont and Cowstry iterions

Dearborn 23600 Michigan Ave. east of Telegraph 65-3100
Bloomfield Hills 4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd 6128822
Rachester 11105, Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall 652.3500
- Opendaily 109 Wed. & Sar, 106 Use aur convenient charge, Visa or MasterCard
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...let us help you
with your selling.

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County
852-3222 Rochester/Avon

PR]ME RIB AND CRAB

What a blend of tastes! You get our tender prime nb,$8 95
L]

cooked to your order, served along side a generous
portion of succulent Alaskan king crab leg. And
of course il includes a fresh green salad, bread &
butter and your choice of baked potato. French
{ries or rice. And at a very special $8.95.

MWNTIINY s COMPLETE DINNER

iy This is our regular
Jluxs Prime Rib and Alaskan
King Crab dinner-at a
special saving price

el Safood all day on Sunday and
-Spirle Monday thra Thursday
duri:
2360 Rochester Court Gheing bur regular
oy, 685-79: 3
Grand River Avenue Call taday
at Ten Mile Rd. for reservations.

Farmington Hills, 476-5333

Continental Restaurant Systems 1980

i JEWELERS SINCE 1902
FOMIREETAALL, 433011
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Saks Fifth Avenue's Storewide
Summer Clearance...
30% to 50% off original prices* . .
on special selections throughout the store!
Designer and Salon Apparel
‘SFAntastic and ‘SFAbulous Dresses. Sportswear, Suits
Raincoats and Skirtsuits from

Sportcoat and Suit Collections
Collection Suits - Sportdresses
Designer and Better Sportswear
Salon and 'SFAntastic Shoes  Maternity Shop
Foundations, Lingerie, Sleepwear,

Loungewear and Robes
"SFAntastic Robes and Sleepwear
Millinery Blouses Belts Handbags
Infants’, Children’s and Spot for Teens Apparel
Children’s Shoes, Hosiery, Sleepwéar and Accessories
Right On! for funiors Dresses and Sportswear
Boys' Apparel and Furnishings
Fashion Jewelry,Fashion Watches and Accessones
Stationery and Small Leather Goods
Luggage and Travel Accessories  Travel Rainwear
Guest and Gift Shop Collections  Linen Pavilion
14K Gold Jewelry  Semi-Precious Jewelry

Men’s Summer Clearance—
20% to 50% off original prices*

Men’s Shoes, 25% to 30% off

Men’s Furnishings, 30% to 50% off
Collection Sportswear, 40% off

Men’s Clothing 20% to 33% off

Men’s Active Sportsweat 30% to 50% off
Early On Sportswear and Clothing 40% off

* There may have been intermediate price reductions on some items prior
ta this sale. Not everything in every size and colot

ALL SALES FINAL.

Total units available Troy and Fairlane: 10,700
Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, 7rc»
Fairlane Town Center. Dearbosn




