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Concert 'provés even Mozart enjoyed a good laugh

By JOANNE K. PSENKA

Fast-paced musical fun at the
Nightcap with Mozart stimulated Fri-
day’s concert-goers.

Impressario Misha Rachlevsky and
I-Fu Wang in violin duet created a vig-
orously young sound—a very swift
sound.

On Friday the Nighcap musicians
will be John Snow, oboe, David Saltz-
man, cello, Wang and Rachlevsky. Con-
certs, which are held at Birmingham
Unitarian Church, begin with refresh-
ments at 11 p.m.

Wang explained that in rehearsal
with Rachlevsky for last week's show,
it was their aim to play as quickly as
possible while maintaining the correct
notes and observing the flavor and cor-
rect nuance of the music. The effect
was dynamic.

This music has an appealing sense of
the necessity.

IT IS REMARKABLE that the intent
to play with such integration, one vio-
linist with the other, could succeed. The
performers have been playing together
only briefly — a couple of months at
the most. Wang described the combina-
tion as “compatible.”

“It is a dialogue,” he said, “It is our
way of communicating with each other
and with the people in the audience.”

He comes originally from Taiwan.
He studied music at Curtis and played
in Philadelphia before joining the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra. Wang met
Rachlevsky here and the result was
musical magic.

Friday's audience was larger than
usual — more laughter and more
chatter. The Violinists were detained by
another musical engagement the same
evening. When they arrived for the
Nighteap Concert whistles greeted
them. With aplomb Rachlevsky quoted
from Stanislavski — master of the
stage — an ironic wisdom, setting the
stage for sheer entertainment.

The Telemann Sonata in F-Major
was masterfully played. It was swift
and enjoyable. The opening allegro was
arranged so that the score Rachlevsky
played seemed to lead, then hide, and
the phrases Wang played seemed to fol-
low — like a sophisticated game of tag.

Rachlevsky led in the fugue by play-
ing.the statement. Wang announced the
first response and Rachlevsky took the
second response. The melodic motif
varied a three-note trio in a light-heart-
ed way.

‘The largo began in a different mood.
The violinists shifted technique to in-
terpret the wistful, expansively long
phrases. Long phrases test the violin-
ist's skill in bowing. Rachlevsky and
Wang are masterful violinists — they
managed good continuity.

The Telemann vivace movement has
a distinet character of swift playful-
ness. The music made zig-zag progress
step-wise. The melody seemed to over-
lap—an embellishment intended by the
composer and written into the score.
The mezzoforte thtended loudness was
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very well, as were the re-
petitions, This was a fine sound.

THE BOCCHERINI DUET in E-Ma-
jor was a favorite of the audience. This
moderately fast piece of music offers
performance versatility to virtuoso
performers. It has a flambuoyant qual-

ity — with the effect of 2 multitude of
different voices in gay chorus.

In the Larghetto, a significant sound
is created by rippling scales. These
were deftly performed.

The bowing of ‘the second intervals
(two-note chords) produced an inti-
mate, very warm effect. The minuetto
gave the soft, lyrical presence of a
sense of bittersweet longing. The varia-
tions on the theme were swiftef. The
timing was good.

The rondo swept into some unusual
effects. The musicians maintained a
tension between seeming graceful and
dzamatic. There is much contratry
motion in the score. That the perform-
ers were well-matched was proven in
the vigorous playing of this rond. .

At mid-program, the climax of the
evening, Mozart’s “The Table Music,”
found Rachlevsky and Wang bending
over a single score on the table be-
tween them.- One of them had to be
reading the music upside-down and
backwards. Mozart in his day pleased
audiences with this curious piece and
Nighteap listeners were also charmed
by the playful, buoyant melodies.

In the Mozart allegro, the score calls
for strange parallels — thirds in uni-
son. They are striking. In the Largo, the
dewce of octaves lends a folkish quali-

The allergo contains difficult passag-
es. There was a two-note repetition.

The cnncludmg z]legretlu built an ef-
fective of the

tok (an alldlence reqnest) dnd sublime
he same

theme was mezznfmte and the re-
sponse was pianissimo faint echo. The
finale was very brief. There was no
coda.

‘The program digressed into a gypsy
realm with the atonal brilliance of Bar-

Cranbrook

wealth of folklure in Eastern Eumpe
was interpreted differently by both
composers. Bartok’s Five Short Duets
were tantalizingly brief. The Wieniaw-
sky Two Caprices were soothing and
soulful. .

House

open for visitors

Rare needlepoint pieces, Oriental
rugs and many art other art treasures
can be enjoyed at Cranbrook House,
380 Lone Pine, Bloomfield Hills, 2-4
p.m. June 29 and each Sunday in July
and August, 2-4 p.m. The house will
also be open daily July 14-18.

Visitors may examine paintings, art
objects, hand-carved wood paneling,
tapestries, stained glass windows and
more in the 1808 Albert Kahn-designed
home of Cranbrook founders, George
and_Ellen Scripps Booth. The couple
bought the 175 acres in Bloomfield
Hills in 1904 and later expanded it to
300. They named it Cranbrook after the

Kent, England village .that was the
Booth ancestral home.

In keeping with the season, fresh flo-
wers fom the surrounding 40-acre gar-
den will be displayed throughout the
home.

Admission is $1.50 for adults, $1 for
students and senior citizens. Free park-
ing is available across the street in
Christ Church Cranbrook parking lot.
Cranbrook House is a part of the Cran-
brook Educational Community. Visi-
tors to Cranbrook House can also view
the gardens which are open to the pub-
lic 1-5 p.m. daily through Labor Day.
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