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Raven Gallery closing;
Mike Binder back in town

“The Raven Gallery is closing its
door permanently,” announced Joseph
Kesner. “My partner (Michael
Schwartz) and myself have tried our
hardest to make a go of it,” he said,
sadly.

‘The Southfield coffee house has been
a home for folk singers and other en-
tertainment for some 20 years. Started
by Herb Cohen, the Raven was operat-
ed after his death by his widow, Kitty,
before Kesner and Schwartz took over.

When the two men invested in the
Raven about 2 year ago, “Mike and T
thought we had saved the club, but we
didn’t know what was going to happen
to the economy,” Kesner said.

“We're going to go out with a bang,”
he declared. The Ron Coden Show
opened Wedneday and continues
through Sunday. Then, Josh¥hite Jr., a
longtime favorite at the Raven, returns
for the final shows, July 2-6.

KESNER AND Schwartz operate an
isi agency, the i

based Recom Communications. “The
agency is still successful,” Kesner said.
“We had the agency for two years, and
thought the club would be the perfect
merger.”

This year the cover charge was

raised from $4 to $5. “Entertainment
costs came out of that,” Kesner said.
“It went to the entertainers, not us.”

The coffee house was one of the few
metropolitan Detroit places to feature
local and nationally known entertain-
ment, without serving liquor.

Through the years, the Raven has
featured and built such stars as Buffo,
Phil Esser (who unsuccessfully tried to
buy the club prior to its announced
closing), Lori Jacobs and Tom Paxton.

“We even tried national acts,”
Kesner said. Comedian and actor Pat
Paulsen played an engagement at the
Raven. “Paulsen was very expensive.
We did get a lot of press.”

Lamenting the Raven’s demise,
Kesner said, “It's a shame. It's 2 na-
tional landmark that's going down".

‘COMIC MIKE BINDER, who recent-
ly played the Comedy Castle in West
Bloomfield, is an extra attraction there
again through Thursday.

“He returned Tuesday-Thusday this
week, tuning up his act,” said Mark
Ridley, impressario of the Comedy
Castle at Fridays in the Pine Lake
Mali.

Paul Kelly from Chicago is headlin-
ing the Comedy Castle Show through

Saturday night. Binder has returned
beause he has been booked Friday and
Saturday night as the opening attrac-
tion at Pine Knob Music Theatre,
where John Davidson stars.

Davidson and Binder are replacing
the canceled Liza Minnelli-Marvin
Hamlish show at Pine Knob, in Clarks-
ton. Binder is a former Seaholm High
School student who has made it big on
the comedy circuit in Los Angeles.

RIDLEY SAID Binder's recent
shows at The Comedy Castle were au-
dience pleasers with Binder called
back to do an encore at each show. At
two of the shows, he was brought back
twice for encores.

An upcoming TV movie “The GIs”
features Binder as one of the five co-
stars. “It's a combination ‘M*A*S*H"-
Hogan's Heroes' type of thing,” Ridley
said. Binder is “absolutely hilarious” in
the film, which Ridley saw at a
scereening at Channel 2.

“The GIs” will be seen as a TV mov-
ie this fall. “If the response is good, it
will be a series,” Ridley said. Comic
Binder has been booked for another en-
gagement at the Comedy Castle again
this winter.

Free films shown at Cinema

Two Cinema Canada programs of
films produced and/or distributed by
the National Film Board of Canada
will again be part of this year's De-
troit/Windsor International Freedom
Festival.

Presented in Ford Auditorium in co-
operation with the Consulate of Cana-
da, the films have been selected be-

cause of their diversity and their ap-
peal to family audiences.

“Cinema Canada 1,” a two hour-pro-
gram of short films, will be presented
at 2 and 7 p.m. June 27. Highlighting
the program is “Cities: Glenn Gould's
Toronto,” a gold medal winner of the
International Film and TV Festival.

Viewers are taken on a tour of To-

ronto, under the guidance of the re-
nowned pianist. Two documentaries,
one a year with a Lapp family and
their reindeer herd and the other show-
ing the birth of a whale, are scheduled.

“Log Driver’s Waltz” and “John Law
and the Mississippi Bubble,” two ani-
mated films, and a film on stained
glass making with Robert Jekyll com-
plete the program.
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Theater’s first season
‘met our commitment’

By ETHEL

Looking back at the Birmingham
‘Theatre’s first season of operation as a
Nederlander Theatre, Harry Nederlan-
der is satisfied that “we met our com-
mitment 100 percent.”

When the Nederlanders took over the
theater last year, the first season had
to. be put together, he said, “on the
shortest possible notice.”

“We made a commitment to provide
four shows. All were selected from the
list we originally advised subscribers
we were going to select them from.”

‘The brochure that went out to previ-

. ous season’s ticketholders, before the

Birmingham Theatre Club’s premiere
season, promised “The Gin Game,"
“The Mousetrap,” “Elephant Man” in
negotiation, and a fourth attraction to
be announced.

Nederlander explained, * ‘Elephant
Man’ was an option.” He indicated the
problem in getting the show was due to
timing of bookings.

INSTEAD OF “Elephant Man,” Bir-
mingham season ticket holders also
saw “Daisy Mayme"” starring Jean
Stapleton and “Whose Life Is It Any-
way?" starring Michael Moriarty.

“The Gin Game" starring Larry

theater

Gates and Phyllis Thaxter received the
Detroit Free Press award for top show
last year. “That particular award was
very meaningful,” Nederlander said.

“The Gin Game' is an outstanding
show. It's still a big sucecess, touring
the country with Phyllis and Larry.”

‘The Birmingham Theatre’s shows
were all running “pretty close” in box
office popularity, prior to the opening
of Michael Moriarty in “Whose Life Is
It Anyway?” Nederlander said. “The

was the most
attraction up until Moriarty’s show,
which closed the season.

Nederlander said “Whose Life” did
well at the box office, playing to more
people than any of the other shows pre-
sented t the theater last season.

“It was really a great artistic suc-
cess,” he said. “It’s a beautiful show.”

OF JEAN STAPLETON'S show,
which critics panned, Nederlander
said, “I think the cast was tremendous
and the vehicle was poor.”

Asked to comment on “The

" which received mixed re-
views, he said, “The only trouble was
the lighting. It looked like it was done
with light bulbs. It mnade the set look..
bad.” -

The Birmingham Theatre had all-
new lighting for ceiling and walls, and
even a new transformer, installed by
the third show.

“We though they (the lights) would be
in by the scond show (“Mousetrap”). We
didn't need them for Jean Stapleton
and for “The All Night Strut,” he said.
A musical revue, “The All Night Strut”
was presented as a non-series attrac-
tion.

“‘Strut’ got tremendous notices. The
word of mouth was great. Still, it did'
only fairly well,” Nederlander said.

THE BIRMINGHAM Theatre’s sec-
ond season is off to a start with Peggy~
Lee starring in “Side by Side by Son-.
dheim,” and other shows promised in-
cluding “Do Black Patent Leather-
Shoes Really Reflect Up?” “The Ele-
phant Man" (tentative) and “Table
Settings.”

As for subscriptions to the second
seuson, Nederlandr said, “We're still in
the process of receiving them.” He ex-
pects to have final figures available
within a few weeks.

Chick Corea in benefit

Keyboard artist Chick Corea will
perform a benefit concert at 8 p.m.
July 2 at the Royal Oak Music Theater.

A benefit for the Michigan substance
abuse program Narconon, the concert
is sponsored by the Friends of Nar-
conon in conjunction with the Detroit
Jazz Center.

Narconon is an international net-
work of drug, alcohol and eriminal re-
habilitation centers. In Michigan, Nar-
conon provides substance abuse treat-

ment to the inmates of three Michigan
correctional facilities.

Chick Corea’s jazz tradition stretches
back to his childhood. Born in 1941 in
Chelsea, Mass., he began the study of
classical piano at age 4.

HIS FATHER Armando is a jazz
trumpeter and bassist who wrote and
arranged all material for his own band
during the 1930s and '40s.

It was his father who provided Corea

with his earliest musical impressions.
Through his father's collection of 78s,
Corea became acquainted with the mu-
sic of Horace Silver, Charlie Parker,
Dizzy Gillespie, Bud Powell, Lester
Young and Bill Evans.

Tickets for the Narconon benefit
concert are available at the Royal Oak
Music Theater, J.L. Hudson’s and the
Detroit Jazz Center. For more infor-
mation, call the Jazz Hot Line, 962-
4124,

Rinagley Inn

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Qur experienced staff, headed 'by Mr.
Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-
ments and details.
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What you and your family
candoanydayatour -
Old Time Summer Festival'

_ MON X LAY

%%2 Distinctive Cuisine of All China
Y Exotic Cocktails

Open Mon-Thurs. 11-1, Fri. 11-2, Sat. 4-2, Sun. 1-12

E. Maple Rd. at Steph Hwy. @ Troy ® 689-2332
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‘Woodward and Long Lake Rozd
Bloonifield Hills

~644-1400
3
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DOWNTOWN

Birmingham

588 S. Woodward

| 6420845

Birmingham's Finest
Square Deep-Dish
Pizza and

Barbequed Spareribs

. FULL CARRY.OUT SERVICE

Daily Breakfast Specials
Continental Breakfast
of Croissant and

Colfee

Serving the finest in
Chinese’ & American Cuisine

* Luncheons * Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style. Welcomed
Open 7 days.a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11, 0.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
af. 12-11 p.m,; Sun. 12-10 p.m.
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NOTICE

Sydney’s will be open
July 5. Please call your
reservations in so we may
' properly staff
our restaurant for you.

+SENIOR CITIZENS +
ONE-HALF PRICE BETWEEN
35p.m.
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Ride an antique steam train O Dialogue with Bén Franklin
Take a carriage or wagon ride sheep, roosters, hens, ducks, "
Ride a Model- T geese, horses .
Ride the old paddie-wheel Browse in homes of Great
Suwanee steamboat Americans o
Take a raft to Suwanee Island Look into factories of a hundred
Picnic in the Suwance Island years ago L
woods See old-time movies in The Town.
gzar a band ?o‘}rllccn . Hall ;
e a tum-of-the-century -
Go-Round rre
O Horse around in the Penny Arcade
0 Watch Doc Bryson Medicine Show - [
[0 Visit Menlo Park Compound—see
where the light bulb was invented (O
O Witch many old-time crafis

Hours:'8 a:m. il Midnight, Mon. thru Sat.

ALBAN’S
BOTTLE & BASKET
RESTAURANT

188 N. Hunter (Woodward) Corner of 15-Mile
Birmingham 646-6553
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© Hear strolling minstrels
Hear Concent Saloon Music
Meet with the Wright Brothers -
If the weather turns, visit Henry .2
Ford Muscum right next door ~ ©
Walk shady Village streets with

ghosts of long ago -
O 24 Hour General Information Party
Line-271-1976

Are you having a. ..
Bridal Shower
Confirmation
Graduation
Rehearsal Dinner

shn

VA SRR

Pianist Charles Rowland
celebrates great piano nightly.
6 p.m.- 11p.m.

SYDNEVY’S

362-4363 .
755 W. Big Beavgr Road « Top of Troy Bldg. at -75

or any other event that can use
our fabulous catering services

; ???

- If so, call us for our
expertise know-how

646-6353
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