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Bureaucracy dooms sports at OCC

1t is, indeed, suprising that anything
gets accomplished at all.

The foe is formidable — the bu-
reaucracy, all-powerful enemy of any
individual trying to get something
done.

Every organization has one. The
more power involved, the more money
at stake, the bigger the bugeaucracy.

Oakland Community College is no
different. It's bureaucracy is as inept,

¢ stumbling and uncaring as any other.
These OCC bureaucrats have also cost
the school a basketball coach.

A very good basketball coach.

For the past 10 years, Tom McPhil-
lips has guided OCC’s cage team. He
has directed the Raiders to five East-
ern Conference championships in the
Michigan Community College Athletic
Association in that span. .

McPhillips will resign after the 1980-
81 season. .

Why? Because OCC officials really
care nothing about the sports program
or its future. They have made no com-
mittment, financially or verbally, that
is in support of OCC's athletics.

AFTER SO MANY years, McPhillips
knows he will get no backing from
school administrators. He played his fi-
nal trump card two months ago when
he threatened to quit on the spot unless
some changes were made.

The move worked — partially. The
0OCC coach got some of what he wanted
in return for his agreement to come
back for one final season. It was the
best he could hope for, a compromise, a
part of what was needed.

When dealing with a bureaucracy, a
compromise victory is the most that
can be hoped for.

0OCC has a lot going for it. It's sports
program could be among the best in the
nation.

WHAT OCC HAS: Oakland County ~
the richest county in Michigan. OCC,
therefore, should have access to as
much or more money than any other
community college in the state.’

1t seems logical to assume that some
of that money should go towards ath-
letics — especi hen the

in an attempt to make the
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school some money and develop local
interest, he was given the OK by the
building director.

After the SID sold several ads, the
administration changed its mind and
the whole ad program was cancelled.

team is among the, best in the state.

WHAT OCC DOESN'T HAVE:' De-
spite available funds, OCC fails to give
financial support to its athletes. There
are no scholarships, which is the key to
any successful college-level recruiting
program.

There is little food money for road
games. Other community colleges eat
at decent restaurants when traveling to
away games. OCC's team eats at fast-
food hamburger places.

Until recently, there wasn't even an
assistant coach.

Leonard Cole will fill that role this
season. He was supposed to be McPhil-
lips' assistant last year, but he worked
nights at another campus. OCC'’s ad-
ministration couldn’t see fit to rear-
range his schedule to allow him to at-
tend all the team’s games. .

So McPhillips was stuck without an
assistant — a commodity most high
school teams have. McPhillips’ agreed
to return this year if Cole could work
full-time as his assistant this season
and be hired as his replacement next
year. Administration accepted the deal.

WHAT OCC HAS: OCC does have a
new $3 million athletic building. And
yet, with one of the best junior college
cage teams in the state for students to
watch, there were no bleachers to sit in
until late last season.

The school also has an athletic direc-
tor, who's office is on the Highland
Lakes campus. To help administrate
things, the AD has three assistants, one

But it isn't. Lacking is the committ- on each campus. score, then successive singles by Steve Shubeck,
ment, the desire to be good. There is no One AD and three assistants, but no  Andy little and Tom Godwin scored the winning
support. assistant basketball cpach. Tun. . . X
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OCC also has an athletic building ad-
ministrator. Nothing was done to pro-
mote the new facility in its first year.
The reason for the building's non-pro-
motion was to wait and see how often
students would use it.

The athletic building wasnt even
open on weekends last year. The big
promotion for this fall is that now it
will be open weekends — a drastic
change in policy.

OCC has a provost, one who report-
edly told a student reporter that nine
out of 10 students on campus didn’t
care anything about OCC sports. The
provost didn't attend any of OCC's bas-
ketball games last season.

Like other bureaucracies, OCC's is
equipped with non-communication
functions. When the school’s sports in-
formation director wanted to sell ad-
vertizing wall space in the new gym to

The building 's reason:

“1 envisioned some program adver-
tizing or a banner (in front of the
scorer’s table), not posters all over the
wall. Next I could see our players run-
ning down the court with ads on their
backs.”

Part of McPhillips' problem is that
he cares about the students. His goal as
a basketball coach is for a player, when
he leaves OCC, to be able to go on and
contribute at another school. McPhil-

direction.

He has helped players, oftentimes
filling in as counselor. Troublemakers
became playmakers. Scholastic
slouches became scholastic standouts.
Misfits became contributors.

BUT THE SYSTEM can't be bucked,
not for long. Apathy 1s a disease; when
bureaucrats stop caring, support floun-
ders. Needed funds that would help a
program progress and keep pace with
the competition are diverted else-
where.

McPhillips knows this. He quoted a
“Sports Illustrated” article to me that
said junior college sports are an endan-
gered species. That may be true, he
said. He doesn't want to see it happen,
but one person can tarry the fight for

Lynch batsmen
drop Ist game

Birmingham Lynch and Sons had a tough week-
end, but still managed to hang onto first place in
the Pontiac A Baseball League. The Birmingham
squad nipped Clarkston Coach’s Corner 5-4 on Fri-
day, beat Berkley 13-4 in a game shortened to six
innings because of the mercy rule on Saturday, and
lost to Oakland Community College 5-4 on Sunday.

OCC jumped out to an early lead Sunday because
of some sloppy Lynch work in the field. Errors,
three of them, plus a ball misplayed in the outfield,
staked OCC to a 3-0 cushion.

Lynch and Sons got two back in the bottom of the
inning when Jim Price singled in Joe Maloney and
Jeff Maher.

In the third inning, Chuck Wagner singled and
scored ahead of Maloney’s long home run to left-
center, putting Lynch ahead 4-3.

That lead didn't last long. A wild throw on a dou-
ble play in the fourth inning allowed one OCC run to

“Wolmanized _
8
Pressure-Treated Lumber

FROM

SERVICE
Drums Turned $35°
Rators Turned *6°°
Import heads 350 -
Reconditionad (most cars)

Am. Heads Reconditioned 4 cyl, *48 6 cyl. $62+8 cyl, 75|

Redi-Mix Concrete!

Haul It Yourself

it

"“TELEVISION
SERVICE

S

+Your ‘Neighbor Shops Here]
Now; bui tios
poddec?lggs:::syo'
ANYONE CAN DO IT! with....
WOLMANIZED _L!JMBER
Vol

A

323832

(LUMBER ONLY)

hardware, cement,
railing or steps.
WOLMANIZED PONDEROSA PINE

0 | 12 | 18 | 18

lips' aim is to provide that player with

‘Picnic
- Table

Do it yourselt and save!

6’ PICNIC TABLE

32488

INCLUDES 2 x 10
SEAT&2x8TOP

All you need is a
hammer and saw
and just a little
time. All wood and
nails included.

Ornamental Iron Folding Hardware $26.88

Other Patio Beauties

CUSTOM Men's & qrofjsqom".'lilmé- 2x4 | 347 | 394 | 457 | 5.8
¥ rior designers.
x:n;\en s SUITS 3 ) LlVONI A :ﬂg) 261-5110 : 2x6 | 490 | 5.88 | 6.84
450 “Et Cotera’ 11970 FARMINGTON RD. NIA, MICHIGAN 48150
CUSTOM TV Cabinet \ 57O HOURS: WERKDARS BAITD 5000 ERLSAM D oM. LANDSCAPE TIMBERS
SPORT COATS by Drexel -
Campaign style with MACHINE SHOP All Wolmanized Sq. Edge

990
4xen-g S5

Other sizes and
types in stock

3"x3"-8

PATIO 8 PORCH
SWING SET

=
=

CHAISE
LOUNGE

GLIDER
All models on display

5x8
SECTIONS
All Cedar

$1gs88
cc.

6x8
SECTIONS

6’ FENCE BOARDS
SPECIALS -
SMOOTH FOUR
SIDES

1x6 Natural Pine
1x6 Wolmanized Pine *1.19 ea.
Select your own from our

Yato 1Yd. Loads in
Our Special Trailers

Art’s Rental Service
28811 Grand River
Farmington 476-3720

ADVANCED
'ASPHALT SEAL COATING

. For Protective Long Life
= Licensed. Contractors Over 15 Years

SUMMERTIME SPECIAL
$49% for 500 8q. Ft.

rom  DISCOUNT
Larger po:'lvowayl
or

Parking Lots
Call
642-9169 or

. 548-1702

SPECIAL  ONLY $10

Szoﬂﬂ

in-store stock

Spruce

We will pick up your television set, bring it to
our shop and have it checked by our TV
experts. You will then be notified by tele-
.phane of the cost of repalr. if you decide not

| 227x96" SPACED PICKET
FENCE SECTIONS

51344

to have it repaired we will return it to your

home. Allfor only $10. 8’ Cedar Posts

f 4x4x8" Wolmani

s239 ea.

ized $4% gp,

USED COLOR TV'S

STURDY CONSTRU

28315 JOY RD.
WESTLAND

WINDOW TINTING |

OFF
MATERIALS

Beincreased in 2 Ft.

Increments
*Includes all hardware

® Iacludes al hardware

B Alsoin stock
§ 6x8 8x10

‘UL RED BaRN

DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE

+Length In any Model Can ¢

ICTION

Speciolly marked $3 off and $4
ofi gaflans nol included In this
sale.

Coveey pant a0d sisn win
ach mallow color hat
Drotecrao yeert Exry 1040
2 e aen Ay
oo,

10x12 349900

Inciudes local detivery

& LABOR

THRU JULY 30

+BOATS - HOMES « CAMPERS + VANS «

+ BUSINESSES - CARS -

+ ANYTHING WITH WINDOWS
COOLS IN SUMMER—INSULATES IN-WIN

GIBRALTAR REDI-MIX CEMENT

ASPHALT SHINGLES

AMERICAN
MADE

White or

Open Mon.-Fri. 8-5 9a.m.-8p.m.

27 Years Experience

A ¥

5 Shed open Monday, Thurs., Fri. 1 8 p.m.

«|; =
Saturday9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. -5 p.

-.Quallfles for Energy Tax Credit Bastels
« Glass tintipg for Sun Control for Homes & Businesses B
..+ Replacement Screens " Mortar $99 Covopundies
“NAEFIEN esermserzes 80# bag 2AS  90# bag 235 L, Seal Tab-
SOLAR REFLECTIVE FILM, INC. -
e, 28482 Ten Mile Off Middlobelt 30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD
S aone gty Farmington Store Hours, GA 2 1000 .
"oy, Ao 3 d
7 478-8332 - 478-8333 Monday thru Friday



