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- After watching Peggy, you know that"s all there is” -

Local critics seldom knock community theater.

After all, amateur players who apt for a taste of
show biz, minus the big bucks, deserve rave notices
for just bemg gutsy. Brickbats are reserved-for big
name stars when they bomb. Look out. Here come
the brickbats,

There's plenty of good community theater in the
area and the price is right. So it’s disappointing to

- shell out $11 for a “professional” show with a top
star'who'd get the gong after performing two mm
utes on amateur night.

T'm talking about Peggy Lee in “Side By Sxde By
Sondheim” at the Birmingham Theatre. It opened
June 20 and I saw it June 22. As I'm writing this
column on June 25, I still haven't seen a single re-
view of the show in any metropolitan daily. So I
went to the show uninformed and I blew 11 bucks.

Peggy Lee generates as much excitement as
someone tap dancing in stocking feet to the sound of
one hand clapping. Besides that, she’s more than a

couldn’t lnde her ample middle. Nather could she
2(112 ?ihe fact that her voice is fading along with her
ent

OK, SO she looks as though she had a few face
Jifts and her eyes are slits which slant upward. But
what really bothers me is her complete lack of en-
thugiasm and memory. She slouched back in a com-
fy chair, read a script about Stephen Sondheim and
his music, kept losing her place and often forgot to
stand up and sing on cue.

In the first act, she grabbed a boa and lifted her-
self from her chaxr to sing “Ah, Paree,” from “Fol-
lies” with a French accent. Pianists Eileen La
Grange and Paul Horner looked horrified. Ms. Lee
soon realized she wasn’t on cue. So, she slouched
back in her chair and stuck the boa between her
teeth for comic relief.

Speaking of relief, the only thing that saved the

singer’s voice cracked and he screwed up a line of a
song. But the cast got more applause than Ms. Lee,
‘lwhtz sat lhere looking bored,. clapping with one
E

AL I could think of was this bigtime star singing,
“Is that all there is?” Peggy Lee was being Peg
Lee and that, my friends, is definitely all there is.
1t's a case of someone famous for being famous,

Ms. Lee’s biggest goof came at the end of the
show. After the finale, when members of the cast
took their bows during one curtain call, the audi-
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which she had apparenly forgotten to do — “Send i inaa
the Clowns They were already there.

s HARD to believe this is the same singer whi
recorded nearly 600 songs, some of them gold re-
cords, through the erak-of jazz, blues, swing, Latin
music and rock. She’s supposed to have a string of
awards unequalled by any pop singer alive. "

Critics have dubbed her “a living legend” and “an ..
American tradition.” She should have quit while she
was stlll living and a legend.

1 used to love Peggy Lee's deadpan style in songs -
like “Manana,” “Lover,” “Fever” and “Why Don’t
‘You Do Right?” But, Peggy, you sure didn’t do right
with your sloppy, disorganized performance in the
sloppy, d.lsorgamzed production of “Side By Side By.
Sondheim.”

Ms. Lee is considering doing the show on Broad- '~
way. Unless she and the comedy of errors shape up,

bit on the fleshy side and even her bejeweled and
befurred tun‘ics and gowns in peach and gray

show from complete disaster was a cast of lively
young singers who did most the work. One male

ence began to leave. Suddenly, the star reappeared
on the stage. She sang the best number of the show
)

Peggy

Lee may be laughed right off the stage, side-
by-side with Sondheim. .
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Student was correct in speaking out on discipline -

Editor:

I wholeheartedly support yon in your
editorial of June 19th. Tom Steuber, re-
cent North Farmington graduate, de-
serves our applause for uung a stand.
And for doing so on an issue that has
toa long been a problem in the Farm-
ington school system.

I cite the following as a specific ex-
ample of what Tom is talking about. As
an’18-year resident of the area, I at-
tended Farmington schools for 13
years. In that time, I have seen a defi-
nite trend among students, parents, and

administration. Too many students are

no longer the young adults they are
supposed to be, but rather a generation

.of undisciplined children who have no

regard for property, puhﬁc or private,
or the rights of others.

Evidence of this is the 324 000 price
tag for vandalism to-the high schools
this year. By far, the major cause of
this irresponsibility on the part of stu-
dents is that too many parents fail at
home to instill the needed responsibili-
ty. Certainly some parents must have
wondered what their children were

;North president lauded

Editor:

Just had to write and tell you how
mich I enjoyed Steve Barnaby’s com-
ment in last week’s paper about Tom
Steuber,

My heart really went out to him. He
mitst be a very caring young man and
his parents must be very proud of him.
It was unbelievable to me that so many
could criticize him. I feel just as you do
that too many graduation speeches are
a bore and have little true meaning or
sincerity and I have attended four of
my childrens so far.

T truly wish I could have attended
that graduation. It would have been

like a breath of spring in a stale world.
Friends of mine who did attend said an
“adult” yelled “Cut out the bull — and
sit down.” That s a typical remark
from someone in our generation who
has no intelligent remarktoapaka_.

Keep up the good work, Steve. You
made my day. I only hope Tom held his
chin up through all this. He will be the
winoer in the end. It was wonderful to

doing out at three or four in the morn-
ing the night that students caused
$3,300 damage to North Farmington
high school. Why then did teachers at
North threaten a boycott to gain resti-
tution from those students?

But parents aren’t the only ones to
blame for the lack of discipline in the
schools today. Far too often, school ad-

ministrators turn the other cheek to
problem students, and fail to take ap-
propriate measures to punish them.

In point of fact, I refer once again to
the damage done at North. Not only did
the administration fail to take strong
disciplinary action against the stu-
dents, but the faculty of North had te
threaten a boycott of graduation cere-

Parent defends students

Editor:

Let's throw up our hands in despair
— the youth that attend North Farm-
ington High are ible, vandaliz-

sion was minimal. Over half the class
attended. They were well behaved, gra-
cious, most appreciative and certainly

in their of adult

ers, mdica.l»and unreachable.

‘The 415 graduating seniors have con-

tempt for their teachers, the system,

, their government and their country.

‘They are all pampered suburbanites

caught up with material possessions.
‘They are malcontents.

Not in my book. I was afforded the
opportunity of viewing them firsthand
when I assisted them with their after-
party held at school.

hear

worthwhile to say. Tou bad it fell on so
many deaf ears.

MRS. JOSEPH RYAN,

Farmington Hills

Kudos for Tom

Editor:

Surrounded as we are by apathy and
self-concern, a standing ovation should
be given North Farmington graduate
Tom Steuber. .

‘Without condoning them, a number
of the boos directed at Mr. Steuber may
have been due primarily.to the unex-

. pectancy of his words on that partieu-
lar occasion, rathéer than the words
. themselves,

e have residents wko sincerely
cdre about others. And the schools ln
the Farmington- District are of com-
paratively high caliber. We are for-
tunate to have some fine teachers and
mumgent and responsible school

;an-vevu, that is not to say that some

of our consclences are not in need of
examination and our schools improve-
mehf. Unfortunately, Mr. Steuber's

statement, quoted in the Farmington
Observer editorial June 19, is true of:
many communities throughout the na-

tion.

‘We desperately need to stress the im-
portance of personal involvement and
humanitarian goals above material
gain and comfort. All those involved in
the educational system, beginning with
the parents, should assume responsibil-
ity toward this end.

I Mr. Steuber has caused a few of us
to pause and re-evaluate our priorities,

‘The complete doings were organized in
a week not by me, I only counted noses
and doled out vittles.

The concerted efforts of senior board
members Maggie Falk, Connie Peponis
and Ellen Bassett resulted in donated
beverages, music and popcorn ma-
chine. Tim Toccalino’s creative movie
highlights added the festivities,

Parents were corralled as cha-
perones. Seniors decorated and baked
cupeakes to keep costs down — adrmis-

Farmington

Editor:
This year during June the graduating
classes of North Farmington and Har-
rison raced to see who could do more
damage to thelr respective schools and
-one of them even made the front page
-of the Farmington Observer for their
feats.
But I ask what happened to the Class
of 1980 from Farmington High? Well
we painted our cars, had Reflections,

actions.

When it was all over at 3:30 am.,
they were glad, sad and drooping but
with $250 profit to offer 'the school.
Three cheers for the straight, great
super kids at North, who may not yet
bave resolved “people living in the
streets,” but then neither have we.

NAME WITHELD ON REQUEST

monjes in order to gain restitution
from the students.

When the faculty took this action,
they were totally unsupported by the
tion, both at North and at

the board of education. -

Such asituation is ludicrous.

Instead, the faculty should not have
had to make such a move. The boycott
should have been proposed, and partici-

pated jn, by the administration of
Nnrt.h and the administration at the
central office.

That it should fall on the facultys
shoulders is preposterous.

The attempts of administrators to
denounce Tom Steuber for his,com-
mencement speech is further evidence
of their closéd-eye attitude. Today's
students who do have some respowhﬂ-
ity in their heads are now being urged
to take up a similar look-but-don’t-see
attitude.

Hills

situation.

Thisisa

Class president gets

Editor:

As the parent of a graduating senior
of North Farmington High School, I ap-
plaud your recent editorial supporting.
the address given by Tom Steuber, His
remarks culminated a curious series of
events at the school. And, like many in-
sightful people who strike close to the
truth, his ideas were generally rejected
by exactly the same apathetic pedple

High ‘classy’

and we celebrated our graduation with
a great deal of spirit, but we also left
our school intact so the future classes
could enjoy it the way we did.

‘It just goes to show.you that even

though we didn’t have the best football

or basketball tem or whatéver, we did
have the most class.

CECILE GRAZIANO,

Hills

Horse enthusiast wants more coverage

Editor:

I would like to comment on the arti-
cle Mr. Bob Gross wrote on Monday
June 23, 1980, and appeared in your
Sports column on “10-Year Old Purt
Wins Grand Prix”

“I'm sorry to see that only such a
small article was written concerning
the Detroit Horse Show held at Bloom-
fitld Open Hunt Club in Bloomfield
Hills last week. It was an entire weeks
show and such small articles appeared.

“I'm sure you realize what time and
tralning goes into the making of a
Hunter/Jumper team. It takes months
and montks of hard training and years
of giving up everything you ever want-

ed to do because in order to compete,
you had to be the very best. There are
few overnight successes. Many of these
youngsters are from our area, and 1 did
not see anything written on these up
and coming equestrians.,

T am truly upset with your newspa--
pers because you will take a half of a
paxe and put a squirrel on top of a
child's head. You cover the swim
teams, the soccer teams, use entire

. pages for the baseball names and plc-
_tures, football, but when it comes to
. children and

their dream of owning a
horse and the chance to compete and
win, they receive from our local paper.

terms of 100-year-olds.

Did you know that there are 390 residents of
Michigan who are over the age of 1007 As a per-
centage of population, our state ranks only 33rd in

That is terrible and I feel something
should be done about it.

In most cases, it takes many years to
receive the opportunity to ride in the
Detroit Horse Show, not to mention the
cost involved and the hours and hours
of training and the aches and pains that
goes into it. The horses that participat-
ed in the show came from all over the
United States and you know what you
gave them for that effort, a few arti-
cles. I must say I am thoroughly disap-
pointed in your efforts to cover the
show.

. I hope you realize that there are
many people that own and show horses
in our area and they deserve the cover-
age due them.- They give up many

p
things just to be able to find the time

and money to accomplish thelr goal,
even if It ig to participate in the Detroit
Horse Show and other local shows.

Do you know how hard it is to be on a°
-cirenlt and live in hotels and aprtici-
pate nearly each week in a different
horse show in a different city all sum-
mer long? The hours are long and you
are tired, but you just keep on truckin’,
hnpinwgm that this will be the show yon

So please may ‘We see more coverage
on one of the most popular sports in the
United Shteﬁ today ,and surely there

isn't a_youngster of adult that who
wouldn't enjoy reading about them, so
let's get with it and give these people
come some credit where credit is due,
as they are deserving of it.
MARY L. CAREY,
-Farmington Hills

Mercy says
thanks |

1 wuu!d like to personally thank you
for the fine coverage your paper has
given Mercy High School during this
past school year.

Parents, students, staff and mem-
bers of the local community who sup-
port our school appreciate being able,
to read-about the events we spogsor as’
wel.l as the achievements of our stu-

I im grateful for the mnﬂderauan

you haveé given us in the past and look .

forward to your continued support.
MARCIA STROEO,
Mercy High Sebool
publicity coordinator

whom he challenged In his speech,

Prior to his taking the podium, the
seniors, parents, teachers and adminis-
trators were fed the platitudes that are
a standard part of any graduating cere-
mony: “You are the leaders of tomor-
row. It can be a better world if you
work hard. Your success will be found
in honesty. The road will be difficult.”
said all the previous speakers. |

Steuber’s essentially said,
“‘Fine, if we’re to make the world intoa
better place, these are the changes
which must oceur.”

Reactions were predictable. Teach-
ers walked off the stage. People in the
audience booed. Even the graduates
who had been so cowed by their teach-
ers only days before felt obliged to turn
on Steuber, their elected class -presi-
dent. Others said he was probably right
but the commencement ceremonies
was the wrong time apd place to take a
stand.

YET THERE was never any other
time, ever when a student could stand

Tornado alert

Editor:
With all the recent bad weather,

Administrators would have pre- -
ferred to have seen all of Tom’s speech
before the ceremonies. But he knew, as
T would have, that such challenging re-
marks as were in his address would
have been edited out by the administra-
tion.

No, Mr. Schulman and Mr. Nutter,
and the administration of North Farm-
ington, don't denounce Tom for taking *
opportunity to exercise his right to free
speech. -

You are misdirecting your energies.
Instead, realize that he has managed to .
enlighten us to what are the realities of
our school system.

Instead of criticizing him, start ex-
ercising your own powers, and return’
strict discipline to Farmington schools.
. Force students to be accountable for

time to make students responsible
adults, ot irresponsible children.

MICHAEL BARNARD,

Farmington Hills

support

in front of his teachers and arlmmistrav :
tors, criticize their work, suggest alter-
nauve courses of action and have no_‘:
fear of retribution. Less than a week-
before graduation, the teachers openly
Hed to the seniors by intimating that
gradoation and the prom were can-
celled. I wonder what these same,
teachers would have threatened -
Stenber with had they known in ad- .
vance of the contents of his remarks. -

The “weeds” (a name given to the
mduaﬁngnlam!meeyeznagobythe
teachers, comparing
wers” who had gone before) did indeed .,
leave their mark on North Farmington.
The vandals made their statements: .
Steuber made his. The vandals got their |

stapped promised never,
never to do it again. Steuber was booed: -
When the class has jts 20th reunion, I'd -
put my money on Steuber returning as
the winner. He's off to a good start.
CHARLESR. PAUL,
Farmington Hillg

system needed

warn the peoble of the tornado warn- ~
ings. -

heavy rains and tornado
‘watches and warnings, I think our com-

~raunity needs a better warning system.

Not everyone is listening to radio or
watching television when weather con-
ditions are bazardous.

Just recently, when a tornado warn-
ing for Oakland County came into ef-
fect at 12:30 am., most people werg
Sleeping for the night. My husband and
1 were tired, but because there was se-
vere thunderstorms forcast as late as
11:30 p.m. and the weather forecasters
sald to be alert for possible tornado
:nrnlnp, we were reluctant to go to

As it turned out, during the Johnny
Carson show, after midnight, a weather
bulletin flashed on television a tornado
warning for Oakland County plus other
counties.

We woke our children and bedded
them down in thelr sleepldg bags In the
basement as we hurriedly took the ra-
dio, flashlight and candles to wait out
the all-clear.

We did lose power.

nelghbor communities of
Sout.hﬂeld and West Bloomfield have

sirens erected in strategic places that -

F and Hills" ¢
should also have these sirens. .
Our very close relatives had their
home completely totaled in March of .
1976 tornado. Ther lives were uproot- :-
ed for four months with relocating uptil .
their bome was rebuilt — let alone .
their losses. .
How easily one forgets. It can hlp~
pen again with Michigan’s weather.
Lets spend some money to help bene-
ﬂtaﬂbycheelk‘inxcl:\vt:landimamng i
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