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Monday, June 30, 1980

Utility controversy rolls on

Hearings set onwater rate hikes

Two puhhc hearings will be held in
July on controversial water rate in-
creases proposed by the Detroit Water
and Sewerage Department (DWSD).

The seven-member Detroit Board of
Water Commissioners will.hold a §
pam. hearing Monday, July 14, in the
Wayne State University Community
Arts Auditorium.

The Detroit City Council, which must
approve the increases proposed for
Dec. 1, will hold a 10:3¢ a.m. hearing on
Tuesday, July 29, in the City-County
Building 13th floor auditorium.

DWSD has nearly 100 suburban com-
munity water customers. The water
utility serves four million residents in
six counties.

A meeting for DWSD wholesale cus-
tomers will be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday
in the Detroit Public Library’s Main
Branch, 5201 Woodward.

THE INCREASES, which in Oakland
County range from a 7 percent jump in
Pontiac’s wholesale rate to 119 percent
in Avon Township's, are expected to be
controversial and could lead to anather
suburban lawsuit against DWSD.

More than 70 suburban communities
took DWSD to court over a 39 percent
wholesale water rate hike in 1976. The
case is still pending:

DWSD is not proposing an across-
the-board, fixed percentage increase,
as it has in the past. Rather, the rates
vary according to distance from De-
troit, elevation and miaintaining capac-
ity for peak water usage, particularly
in bedroom communities.

‘The proposed increases are also af-
fected by a 1917 state law which per-
mits DWSD to charge suburban whole-
sale customers within 10 miles of De-
troit's borders at least the same whole-
sale rate the city pays but no more
than double that rate.

The vast majority of the water de-
partment’s existing contracts with sub-

-urban cities don’t take the state law

into account.

DWSD Director Charles Beckham
said last week only four of the depart-
ment’s 72 contracts cite the law.

THE RATE HIKES were a result of
a year-long study conducted by
DWSD's rate consultant, Camp Dresser
& McKee, of Detroit.

The rates were determined on an ac-
tual cost of service basis, according to
Camp Dresser’s Paul Brown, and were
adjusted upward or downward to com-
ply with the state law.

He said the law had “never been a
problem” in past water rates because
“there had never been rates that had
gone above twice Detroit’s.”

One effect of the law is to.place a
cap on some suburban communities’
wholesale water rates at $5.50 per
1,000 cubic feet of water, even if the
actual cost of service is more. The
$5.50 rate is double Detroit’s proposed
$2.75 wholesale rate. Detroit’s current
wholesale rate is $2.39.

Bloomfield and West Bloomfield
townships and the city of Farmington
Hills all have proposed $5.50 wholesale
rates, lower than actual cost, according
to Camp Dresser & McKee, because
they are all within 10 miles of Detroit.

But Avon Township, which is more
than 10 miles from Detroit, gets no
break from the law. The township’s
proposed $6.83 rate is “actual cost of
service,” according to the rate consult-
ants.

LISTED BELOW are the proposed
wholesale water rates, actual cost of
service rate and the existing rate for a
aumber of south Oakland County com-
munities from Camp Dresser &
McKee's rate report.

The rates are per 1,000 cubic feet of
water:

The increases, which in Oakland County
range from a 7-percent jump in Pontiac’s
wholesale rate to 119 percent in Avon Town-
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Community Cost of water
Proposed Actual Existing
Avon Township $6.83 $6.83 $3.11

Bloomfield Hills 5.00 5.00 2.96
Bloomfield Township 5.50 6.8¢ 2.95

SOCWA* 275 254 163

Troy 393 393 264
W. Bloomfield Twp. 550 11.55 2.93

*Southeastern Oakland Water Authori-

Paper recycling has come a long
‘way from the era of Boy Scouts col-
lecting old newpapers.

Today, more than 200 cities have

, Separate trash pickup systems for
newspapers, and more than 300 pa-
per mills use some wastepaper in
making new paper.

But recycling has not quite be-
come a household word, and its im-
pact on conservation has not
changed significantly in the last 10
years. In 1970, just more than 18
percent of the paper consumed by
paper mills and manufacturers was
wastepaper. Today it is about 20
percent.

The US. Census Bureau said
about 13.1 million tons of wastepa-
per — most of it corrugated, miscel-
Taneous paper, and old newspapers
— were recycled last year. The
American Paper Institute, which
represents the mills and manufac-
turers, estimated that 15.6 million
tons of wastepaper were recycled.

“The economics is stacked in fa-
vor of the use of virgin fiber,” said
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Recycling-saves $$,
remains unpopular

John R. McBride of the National As-
sociation of Recycling Industries,
which represents middlemen in the
recycling process.

“As long as that is true,” he said,
“there will be no sustained demand
for recycled fiber, and recycling
will continue to operate on a yo-yo
— up when the econmomy is strong
and down in times of recession.”

RECYCLING DEPENDS on the
market demand for re-usuable pa-
per. In prosperous times, all forms
of raw material are needed, and pa-
per mills, which often grow their
own timber, supplement with waste-

paper.

In a sagging econmy, the mills cut
back on purchase, and wastepaper is
left out.

The one market that has in-
screased drastically in the last 10
years is wastepaper sold for export.
In 1970, abayt 400,000 tons was
shipped to' foreign manufacturers;
last year about 2.2 million tons was
exported, primarily to Japan, Ko-
rea, Canada, and Mexico

Farmington 238 3.38 2.2¢ Ly — Birmingham, Lathrup Village and
Southfield buy their water from the

Farmington Hills 550 8.02 253 water authority.

FASHIONS COME AND GO

BUT

STYLE AND GOOD TASTE

ARE FOREVER

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at

Coolidge, Troy Shop Monday,

Thursday, Friday 10-9

CALL 543-5100

(" MASTECTOMY PROSTHESES )
FITTINGS BY EXPERTS IN
OUR ROYAL OAK STORE

Special discount. Blue Cross qualilied provider.

THE G SHOPS

\ _ROYAL OAK + FERNDALE « SOUTHFIELD « ROCHESTER /

< & \‘%MWLW

Yashions

West Bloomfield

Summer Clearance
All Sumimer Sandals & Clogs

30-50% off!

Selected Sneakers
& School Shoes

Hack’s Kid Power
Shoe World

6734 Orchard Lake Road

$995‘

Bare
with UsH!

Clothing for
.gentlemen,
ladies,
juniors and
children.

'\"/

HAIRCUTS
5% Wi

PERM SPECIAL 7-
Tuesday and Wednesday Only ™
Short-Med. Halr *15. Complete

Long Hair *22* and up, plus haircut
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The Beautyrest Adjustable Bed
Magic by Simmons! (&

» Ear Piercing
27716 W. Seven Mile
5 Blocks East of Livonia Mall

Employment
‘Counselors.

See Our Ad on the front page
of today’s classified section.

§92-9759

tounging, relaxing.

soe
8th Annual

it

* Crej
« FrenchBazaar

« Flea Market Bargains!
« Raffle
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.

fmc norlrd'

% SATURDAY, JULY 5(11a.m.-10 p.m.}
| SUNDAY, JULY 7 (12 a.m.-4 p.m.)

GROSSE POINTE
WAR MEMORIAL

32 Lakeshors, Grosss Polnte
es! French Wine and Cheese!
« RealLive Cancan Dancers!

CONUDUS ENTEHTAINMENT FREE ADMISSION

The Beautyrest Ac-
justable Bed mag-
calty changes to
thousands of posi-
tions 10 sleeping.

Visa. Master Card,
Wiggs Plan 25

open Mon,, Thurs. & Fri, ‘til 9 P.M.

Atouchofa
button

saises and
lowers the
head and foot
smoothly and
quietly. Also
controls vibrator
(massages
muscles all over) .

»

4

P "’ The bed of me future is here today. It's the new Beautyrest
Adjustable Bed by Simmons...and it’s full of magic. Touch a butten
and your head is raised quietly and smoothly for reading or TV
viewing. Press another button and your feet are raised,
0...wonderful support for your legs and back. In stock.
T

" ... Wiggs, 190310 1980!

4080 Telegraph at Long Lake Road
Bloomfietd Hill « 64

Only Beautyrest has the ex-
clusive system o individually
pocketed coils 1o support
every part of your body.

7370
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ARE YOU THINKING
OF SELLING YOUR JEWELRY?

34 years experience in the purchase of |
diamonds, fine jewelry and estates

IMMEDIATE CASH!

729 8. Adams, at
Blrml

ANPLE, FRLE PARXING

hlm

ROBERT GALE, INc.

Gine Juuelry

aisles of nations ...

pontioc

TELEGRAPH & ELIZABETH LAKE ROADS/W.
AERIAL FIREWORKS “EXPLOSION " JULY 3 AT DUSK

i|  INTERNATIONAL
FESTIVAL "

NSTORE FOI YOU

at our Mall's gala International Festival JULY 1 through 6
where you'll find authentic imported products, tasty ethnic
foods, and lively dancing and entertainment. Browse the
and be sure to save room for the Mexican
desert, sopa pias. Open Daily (except July 4) 9:30-9, and

7 Dm ““Classic Dancers” from South India
7 p.m. "Blue Notes” Latin American Band

1p.m. Puerto Rican Dancers
1p.m. Puerto Rican Dancers

. 2p.m. St. George Greek Festival Dancers

2 p.m. Carlos Vallarel Band
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MODEL GS409D
$175%
INSTALLED
'MODEL GS459D
$49500 GENIE Sunday noon - 5.
July 1
1Yoar Warranty July 2
ALADDIN GENIE vs | | Jub3
722-0610 335-9079
NORTHVILLE-NOVI 'WEST BLOOMFIELD July 6
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