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Workers’ compensation reform mired after five stormy years

By TIM RICHARD

After five years of arguments — a
“stalemate.”

That's the status of workers’ com-
pensation reform in the Michigan Leg-
islature, according to state Rep. Jack
Kirksey, R-Livonia, member of a task
force which has worked on the issue.

While there is wide that

announcement that a ‘compromise’ had
been agreed upon . . . My administra-
tion was not involved. Nor, as I under-
stand it, were your organizations.”

THE “COMPROMISE” was also
blistered by the Board of Michigan
Businessmen (BOMB), a Romeo-based
coalition of 10 chambers of commerce,

benefits need to be increased, political
forces part company on whether there
are “abuses” in the system which hike
costs for employers.

PRINCIPAL actors on the Lansing
stage are state Sen. David Plawecki, D-
Dearborn Heights, Republican Gov.
William G. Milliken, organized labor,
retailers and manufacturers.

From business’ point of view, the key
question is whether an injured worker
can collect not only workers' compen-
sation for an injury, but also unemploy-
‘ment compensation, social security and
employer-paid pension.

In February, Plawecki announced a
“compromise” plan had been been
negotiated between himself, several

O unions, the Michigan Mer-
chants Associatior, the Michigan Hard-
ware Association and the Michigan Re-
tailers Association — in short, retail-
type businesses.

“You can imagine my surprise,” said
Milliken at a business rally, “to hear an

30 (such as
food dealers and auto dealers) and 500
large and small businesses.

“It addresses only 30 percent of the
problems at best and was created not
by ‘the Workers' Compensation Task
Force he (Plawecki) chairs, but secret-

‘ly with the AFL-CIO and three small

retail-related business associations
. . . representing only a fragment of
the business community of Michigan.”

“The Plawecki bill does not include
many crucial areas affecting business
as a whole such as statute of limita-
tions, so that claims can not be made
20 and 30 years after an employee is no
longer employed.

“The definition of disability problem,
responsible for many false claimns, has
been ignored as well as non-job-relat-
ed, mental and heart claim issues.

“Retiree claims for aging disabilities
alone amount to $100 million annual-
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Tn general, business says the
Plawecki bill — actually a package of
single-section bills which Kirksey says

Program explores changes

Career an& personal decisions are of-
ten linked when people want to make a
change in their lives.

The agenda includes discussions
about returning to work or school,
making career changes, re-defining ed-

“Considering Change,” a ni i

ucational or 1 goals, planning
the i use of reti

program, will help p explore
these issues July 8 to Aug. 5 at Oakland
University. It is sponsored by the Con-
tinuum Center for Adult Counseling
and Leadership Training.

1t will be held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays in the Contin-
um Center on Adams Road at Butler
Road in Rochester. Fee is $60 and in-

_cludesa workbook.

Participants will have an opportuni-
ty to personalize these discussions in
both small group and large group sett-
ings. :

For information and advance regis-
tration for “Considering Change,” con-
tact the Continuum Center at Oakland
University in Rochester, or call 377-
3033.
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E OR MAJOR PLUMBING.
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BAY VALLEY

Recreation

MINI-VACATION PLANS

“Living Your Way™
Golf

“Ihe Mini-Vacation ¢ Golf Get-A-Way ¢ Tennls Retreat
Weekend. Weekday and Holiday Packages include Deluxe
packside Room. Cheese and Sausage Board. Asti Spumante. Din-
ner. Bruncheon, Wine, Cocktails, Lunches. and recreation: 18-
hole championship Golf Links, in-door, out-tioor Tennis. Bikes
and bike trails. Swimming in o out-daors, fine food Pier 19, Main
Dining Room of the “Inn With Country Charm.”

You're only 1-1/2-hours away from the Bay Valley Inn

Tennis

Gov. Willlam Milliken

are rigged So they can't be amended —
would cost $219 million a year and fails
to correct what they call “abuses.”

AMONG PLAWECKI'S main propos-
als:

Rep. Jack Kirksey

Sen. David Plawecki

« Increasing maximum benefits to
100 percent of the state average week-
1y wage. If adopted, this would increase
benefits from the curreat $200 maxi-
mum to a top level of $298.

« Providing up to 6 percent annual

benefits, all

increase in benefits for workers dis-
abled for at least two years. In a major
change, the money would come from
the state general fund instead of a levy
on employers.

« Allowing workers' compensation
benefits to be reduced by the amount
that it exceeded the employe’s average
weekly wage.

In contrast, Milliken's proposal
offsets 50 percent of all social security

tion — particularly because of its fail-
ure to deal appropriately with the stat-
ute of limitations and to tighten eligi-
bility requirements.. . . -
“fn my visits to Japan and other
countries, in my discussions with indus- -
trialists and business leaders in this
state and elsewhere, I find that Michi-
gan has practically everything going -
for it as a place to do business — with
the notable and very serious exception ,

tion benefits and employer-financed
pension benefits directly against the
amount those benefits exceed 80 per-
cent of an employee's after-tax wage.

SAID in May he would
“have to veto the (Plawecki) package if
it came to my desk in its present condi-

of workers’ p

“Qur workers' compensation pro-
gram is the one major factor cited time
and again in these discussions. As we
compete with other states and nations
for every job we can get and hold, the -
spotlight is on workers’ compensation. .

“The problem has resisted solution *
for many years.”

Watch for
highway
slowdowns

A number of highway construction
sites along metropolitan area freeways
and major thoroughfares may snarl
heavy Fourth of July holiday weekend
traffic.

The areas of “potential slowdowns,”
according to the Michigan Department
of Transportation (M-DOT), include:

» 1-96 between I-275 in Farmington
Hills and Novi Road, Novi, The inside
Tane of 196 is closed in both directi

Beaver to South Boulevard; periodic
1ane closures in both directions.

« 175 hetween Eight Mile Road in
Detroit and 12 Mile in Madison
Heights. The inside lane is closed in
both directions for inedian barrier con-
struction.’ -

The only freeway detour is at the
Chrysler (I-75) and Ford (I-94) inter-
change in Detroit. The I-75 northbound

for construction of a median barrier.

« Telegraph Road — intermittant
lane closures in both directions be-
tween 12 Mile in Southfield and Maple
in Bloomfield Hills.

« Rochester Road in Troy from Big

and ramps to
94 are closed for bridge repair. The de-
tour is posted.

M-DOT officials estimate Michigan
drivers will travel 710 million miles
over the four-day weekend, provided
the weather is good.

That's about 2 percent more than the -
696 million miles traveled during the .
1975 July 4 holiday, the last time there
was a four-day holiday.

The transportation department has
requested that marine traffic on the
Saginaw River steer clear of the
Zilwaukee Bridge (on I-75) during noon
to midnight, Thursday; 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday, the 4th; 8 am. to 1 p.m, Satur-
day, the 5th; 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday, ~
the 6th and 11 am. to 3 p.m., Monday, -
July 7. .

The bridge has long been a highway ‘
bottleneck, particularly when short-
term vacationers pack I-75 during the
holidays. .

26-Week
Money
Market
Account”

Minimum Bafance $10,000.00.
.597%
annual interest.
0,
.908%
effective annual vield,
if reinvested at the same rate.

$43

'
interest on $10,000.00
after 26 weeks.

The aboveisin
effect July 3
through July 9.**
Interest on this
account can be
paid at maturity,
paid monthly by
check, or depos-
itedmonthly into
aregular savings ac-
count which earns
5%2% per annum.

GIVES YOU HIGH INTEREST
ON MONEY MARKET CERTIFICATES.

N —

2V>Year
Nioney
Market

Account”

Minimum Balance $100.00.

0%

°
annual interest.

10.1411%

effective annual yieid.
The above is in effect
through' June 25."~
Interest on this
account is com-
pounded con-
tinuously and
paid guarterly
into the ac-
count or by
check. A Check-
A-Month plan is
aiso available
with a mini-
mum balance
of $5,000.00.

At standard Federal Savings, the higl
interest rates listed above are guaranteed
for the full term of the certificate.

And now with additional insured safety
to $100,000.00 for each account, both

.Accounts now insured to $100000.00.

h Money Market Certificates offer an excel-

lent aiternative to other

forms of investment.
Savings makes sense at

standard Federal Savings!

===

ederal regulations require a substantial Interest penall
rohibit the compounding of interest on 26-Week Moncy
@ rate established at the time an acc

Ly for aarly withdrawal from certificate accounts and
Market accounts.
ount is opened Is In effect for the full term of the centificate. -

GET HIGH INTEREST AND INSURED SAFETY AT ALL OF THESE OFFICES:

Bay Valley Inn

— 1-75 at M-84 near Bay City —

313 903-3242

2470 OIc Brdge Rdt
Bay City. Mi 48706

Call or wrte fo1 reservanon imfotmaton today
1517 080-3500 or use e Detrow Line

BLODHFIELD HILLS:

825 W. Long Lake near
Telegraph

CANTON TWP: McHichols

44101 Ford Rg. near Sheldon DETROIT—EAST:

Manistique

10841 Joy at Manor
24224 Joy near Telegraph
16841 Schaefer near

14528 E. Jefferson at

5811 Middlebell near
Ford Rd.

GROSSE POINTE

%00Ds:

18700 Mack at
Blossom Lane

AN ARBOR: DEARBORAN: 16530 E. Warren nzar LIVONIA: , ROCHESTER: STERLING HEIGHTS: 30700 Schoenherr near

3200 Eisenhower Pkwy. al 400 Town Center Or. in the  Quter Drive 17230 Farmington near 1310 Rochester Rd. near 36309 Schoeahert at 13 Mile

Packard Rd. Financial Plaza 11511 Kelly Rd. at Vinitties 6 Mile won Rd. Metro Parkway WAYNE:

2630 Jackson Ave. at Maple  DETROIT: FARMINGTON HILLS: MADISON HEIGHTS: ROSEVILLE: 44100 Schoenherr at 35150 Michigan at

BELLEVILLE: 405 Griswold al Jellerson 35410 Grand River ai 554, 12 Mileal Jann R 20895 12 Mile near Lakesida Mail Vayne Rd.

186 Main at Second DETROIT—WEST: Drake Rd PLYMOUTH TWP: Little Mack AYLOR: WATERFORD TWP:

BIAMINGHAM: 17540 Grand River near 95050 iddlebelt 40808 Ann Arbor Rd. at  ROYAL 0AK: 10700 Petham at Allen Rg. 5619 Dixie at Cambrook

50 West Big Beaver near Southiield 2 1 Mile Haggerty 1406 N. Wodward near  TROY: WEST BLODMFIELD:
Viodward 712 Grand River near 32620 W, 13 Mile al 12 Mile 2401 . Big Beaver — 6120 W. Maple Rd. at

9 Vikst Maple at Pierce eech Rd. Farminglon RS ST. CLAIR SHORES: Main Oifice Farmington Rd.

3700 West Maple at Lahser 14221 Greentield near GARDEN %I'IY‘ 25515 Harper near 10 Mile 2639 W. Big Beaver at WESTLAND:

31040 Lahser at 13 Mile Grand River : HELBY TWP: ¢ 7957 K. Wayne Rd. at

o0l
4660 24 Mile near B4 E.

Rochester Rd. 315.5. Wayne near
VAH BUREN TWP: Cherry Hill
2069 Rawsonville near 194 YPSILANTI:
WARREN: 123 W. Michigan at
3800 €. 14 Mile Rd. Vashinglon

near Ryan

idge
Long Lake at Nankin Bivd. N.W.




