Volume 91 Number 77

Hotels rev up

for GOP bash

By MARY GNIEWEK

Like the slogan says, “Detroit Loves
2 Good Party,” and hotels are revving
up to make sure next week’s GOP bash
is a positive plug for the city.

“Our main concern is to give our
guests a good impression of metropoli-
tan Detroit because many are coming
with a negative attitude,” said Anita
Ste. Marie, sales director of the Farm-
ington Hills Holiday Inn.

The Holiday Inn at Grand River and
10 Mile has committed 185 of its 260
rooms and all of its meeting facilities
to visiting Republicans from South Da-
kota and Missouri.

CBS-TV also has booked 25 rooms at
the hotel, a 40-minute drive from con-
vention central in downtown Detroit.

Hotel employees have received moti-
vation-type inserts in their pay enve-
lopes for the past several weeks re-
minding them that the Republicans are
coming and asking them to make the
visitors feel at home.

The Civie Host Committee for the
convention is offering a $500 reward to
employees providing outstanding ser-
vice to the visiting conventioneers.
Every attending guest will get a ballot.

“Qur primary aim is to make sure
check-in and check-out run smoothly,”
Ste. Marie said. “If they start with a
negative experience or leave with one,
it will leave a bad impression.”

RESERVATIONS ARE being pro-
cessed this week so guests can just sign
a card and receive their room key
when they arrive this weekend. The
majority of the delegates — 93 rooms
for Missouri and 55 for South Dakota

— will be checking in Saturday and
Sunday.

Special convention prices are $45 a
night for a double room; $40 for a sin-
gle. Half the delegates will be in the
older part of the hotel and half in the
new Holidome, which has swimming
pool, whirlpool, putting greens, shuffle-
board, ping pong and an electric games
room. The hotel also has an outdoor

pool.

The Civic Host Committee has sup-
plied the hotel with balloons,
streamers, signs and buttons which will
decorate the front lobby. A bus shuttle
service to run downtown every half
hour before and after sessions is
planned by the committee.

“We don't have any special activities
planned here because there will be so
much going on downtown,” Ste. Marie
said.

The South Dakota delegation bas
planned a Sunday outing to the Detroit
Yacht Club. The Missouri women are
invited to a Wednesday luncheon, and
several tours will be available for
guests.

Ste. Marie envisions long hours for
the Hotel Staff next week.

“The delegates will be downtown
late each night and will expect food
service when they return,” Ste. Marie
said.

“In the morning, they'll have a late
breakfast, probably around noon.”

ONE CONTENDER for the Republi-
can vice- presidential nomination is
Senator John Danforth of Missouri, so
the hotel is prepared to provide extra
space that will be required if he gets
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By MAURIE WALKER

The Republican national convention
opening in Detroit Monday will be a
boon to some Detroit and suburban
businesses, but a local taxi owner
doubts it will help them.

That is the feeling of Vernon Foster,
owner of Northwest Transport Inc.

Foster, who has cabs in Livonia, Gar-
den City, Redford, Westland, Plym-

Vernon' Foster, owner ~of
Northwest Transport Inc., Livo-
nia, with taxi cabs in six sub-
urbs, isn't excited abont the
GOP convention coming to De-

AE

Cabbie doubis

business boon

outh, with some runs to Farmington
and Farmington Hills, said the taxi in-
dustry is feeling the recession the same
as many other businesses.

“In the first place,” Foster said, “the
Detroit Department of Transportation
(D-DOT) — assuming an employees'
union strike is over by Monday — will
be traveling from downtown Detroit to
the various hotels and motels in the

{Continued on Page 2A)

troit. He doubts there will be
much extra business for taxis in
this area. (Staff photo! by Art
Emanuele)

.
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Orchard obstacle course

To find out why motorists traveling Orchard Lake temporary obstacle course, turn to Page 3-A. (Staff
between 12 Mile and Maple have to maneuver this photo by Randy Borst) '

Volunteers swarm hotels
to offer convention help

By KATHLEEN MORAN

1t has less to do with polities than
with getting involved and showing
pride in the Detroit area.

That's what many people who have
volunteered to help out with the Repub-
lican convention said last week in a
training session at the Northfield Hil-
ton in Troy.

Many of those who are giving up
their spare time to staff information
booths at local hotels felt like Linda
Miller. “I decided this opportunity
wouldn't come along again for a long
time,” said the Birmingham resident.

“I thought it would be fun and exeit-
ing,” echoed her friend Molly Reedy of
Birmingham. “It will be neat to meet
new people — you never know when
you might make a new friend.

“Both of us wanted to make the peo-
ple feel at home,” added Ms. Reedy.

The fact that they aren’t Republicans
didn’t discourage Lynn Morrison and
Betsy Baker, both of Troy, from offer-
ing to lend a hand. Both decided they
knew a lot about'the Detroit area and
could be of assistance to the incoming
strangers.

“We thought it would be a way to
help out a little with the convention,”
said Ms. Baker of Troy. “Four hours
certainly isn't much to ask.”

APPARENTLY HUNDREDS of oth-
ers felt sacrificing a little spare time
wasn't much to ask either. More than
1,800 people volunteered to help out —
when only 800 volunteers were needed,
said Rosalie Bryk, volunteer liaison

rson.

“People really want to do things,”
she said. “We wanted to get as many
people involved as possible so we came
up with 1,380 positions. The hardest
part has been to let the other 400 know
they won't be needed.”

Nearly 300 persons showed up for
the training session June 30 for work-
ers at the Troy Hilton Inn, Northfield
Hilton, Somerset Inn and Holiday Inn
as well as the Kingsley Inn in Bloom-
field Hills — that was almost 100 more
than had been expected.

After scurrying to find extra chairs
to seat the eager workers regional
chairman Joyce Rockafellow said she
was delighted at the turmout. “You're
our best group yet,” she said.

“You are our most important ambas-
sadors of the city of Detroit,” she told
the group. “You are our MIPs, most
important people. You'll be on the front
lines meeting the delegates.”

At the session, the men and women
were encouraged to be pleasant, help-
ful and to dress attractively. Try to get
answers for every question, even if it
means getting in touch with the dele-

gate later — and always follow up
when promised, they were told. “Who
knows, you could be assisting a future
cabinet member,” said Mrs. Rockafel-
low.

Information booklets prepaved by
the Civic Host Committee will be kept
in the booths to help volunteers help
the guests. But a tight budget prevent-
ed giving the volunteers copies of the
booklet to take home and bone up on
the details — much to the disappoint-
ment of the workers.

“This is good to see all these people
getting involved,” commented volun-
teer Roy Peltier of Detroit.

Although they had worked on George
Bush's campaign in the Michigan pri-
mary, Peltier and Ruth Scott of South-
field weren't discouraged from volun-
teering by Gov. Ronald Reagan’s pend-
ing nomination.

“It takes a lot of people to put on
something like this, so we volun-
teered,” said Ms. Scott. “It's an inter-
esting thing to get involved in.

“0Of course, we'd like to see Bush get
the vice presidential nomination,” she
added.

Peltier said they go downtown “‘eve-
ry chance we get” and he's anxious to
share his enthusiasm for the city with
the delegates. “There’s so much to do
down there. We wanted to get involved
in selling people on Detroit.”

City contract ratified

The Farmington City Council has ra-
tified a three-year/$45,000 work agree-
ment with 12 hourly workers in the De-
partment of Public Services.

The workers, members of Local 25 of
the  American ‘Federation of- State,
County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME), do road repair, park and
sewer work and read meters.

Provisions of the contract, retroac-
tive to July 1, include double time pay
for working holidays, an average 3 per-
cent pay increase the first year, 7.5
percent the second year, and 7.2 per-
cent the third year.

A provision calling for four hours of
straight time pay for snow call will ap-
ply for 16 weeks each year. The em-
ployee would only be compensated un-
der thig provision if he were not called
to return to work during a weekly
standby period.

The city will assume the cost of
health insurance for retired employees
beginning the third year of the con-
tract. The city will assume 50 percent
of the health Insurance cost for em-

ployees with 10 years' service, 60 per-
cent for 15 years' service, 85 percent
for 20 years' service, and 100 percent
for 25 years and over.

_“We believe we have negotiated an
equitable contract that is within presi-
dential guidelines for wage and fringe
benefit increases,” said Farmington
City Manager Bob Deadman.

“THE CONTRACT s also within the
amount budgeted by city council for
wages and fringes for the Department
of Public Services employees in the
current fiscal year.”

The agreement will cost the city
$15,000 the first year, $13,860 the sec-
ond year, and $15,864 the third year.

Deadman sald the two sides had been
negotiating for several months and that
the settlement wasn't influenced by the
recent contract obtalned by AFSCME
workers in Farmington Hills.

“We are more comparable to cities
like Plymouth, Northville, Huntington
Woods and Fraser,” Deadman’sad.
“Our salary rates are

The new work agreement will expire
June 30, 1983. -
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will be
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By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Residents attending the Farmington
Founders Festival will have to quench
their thirst with soft drinks this year.

The Farmington City Council has re-
jected a request by the Jaycees toruna
beer tent in the Downtown Farmington
Center the week of the Festival.

A motion by Councilman Warren
Buckler to allow the beer concession
died due to a lack of a seeond. Buckler
is a member of the local Jaycee chap-
ter.

“We are concerned not only about
the local government's policing respon-
sibilities during the Festival, but also
the city’s liability should a situation oc-
cur which could result in a lawsuit,”
said City Manager Robert Deadman at
this week's council session.

The city lacks insurance coverage
for operation of a liquor establishment
on city-owned property, said Deadman.

The public safety department also
would feel the crunch from having to
police a beer tent, he said.

“The Department already is commit-
ted to policing more than 100,000 per-
sons who will visit our community dur-
ing the Festival. Allowing a beer tent
would add another area of possible ex-
posure to the Department’s already
over-committed responsibility,” he told
the city council Monday might.

DEADMAN CITED an incident ir-
(Continged on Page 24)

FBI probes

racist act

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
is compiling a preliminary report to
forward to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, civil rights unit, to set grounds for
prosecution of five suspects in last
week's cross burning in front of the
home of a black Farmington Hills fam-

ly.

An FBI spokesman said the incident,
a misdemneanor punishable by a $1,000
fine and a year in prison, is a violation
of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 which
prohibits a direct threat by any person
involving housing.

FBI agents will complete their inves-
tigation into the July 3 incident in a
month to 45 days.

Prosecution will be determined by
the Justice Department.

Farmington Hills police were called
to the home shortly after midnight July
3 and apprehended one suspect in the
area who was carrying a gas can.

According to police, the 8 foot by 4
foot wood cross was covered with cloth
soaked in gasoline and set afire in front
of the home on St. Francis, in the south-
east section of the city.

There were no injuries. The only
property damage reported was a
singed fence.
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Watch for Monday's
edition of the Observer
& Eccentric for plenty of
stories and photos pre-
vlewing next week'’s Na-
tional GOP Convention.
we'll be working
throughout the conven-
tion to give you the best

we have to offer.

the otpers.”
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