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Plant a few seeds and a mini-tree wik begin to unfold. (Photo

Ideas. Concepts. Thoughts.

The only way we know what our
children are thinking is through
their tendency to think out loud.
Called liberated convietions, this
thinking out loud gives us clues to
their reasoning processes.

A child carefully constructs ide-
as in an effort to order and orga-
nize the surrounding events, sights
and sounds. Most of the world
seems quite mysterious to a child’s
unpracticed eyes.

How can a light bulb turn into a
daffodil in springtime? Is thunder
God moaning from a stubbed
thumb? Why is fire always angry?
When will that tree answer me?

These ideas of a child’s world can
be at once funny, profound, and
wise, but most often they are
confused. Try as we might, we usu-
ally cannot dissuade a child from
these faulty notions.

Children hold stubbornly to their
ideas. They resist suggestion. They
rebuff correction.

The only way to effectively alter
{hese fanciful concepts is to en-
large the child's scope of the world.
This would provide enough experi-
ences so the experiences them-
selves begin to challenge the ideas,
rather than the challenge coming

from the parents.

ONE OF THE real confusions in
the young child’s world is figuring
out where things come from.

Enlarge child’s scope of world

Fruits and vegetables would ap-
pear to spring full-grown from the
grocer’s shelves. Potatoes come
from boxes. So many things that a
child encounters come boxed, com-
pleted, already finished.

A simple waik in the neighbor-
hood may be one way of gently
helping our little ones shape their
ideas in a more realistic fashion. A
friend’s garden can reveal much
about the nature of nature.

The variety, of greenery, birds,
and insects will broaden the child’s
information background. Trees do
not start out full-grown or from a
landscaper’s truck.

Perhaps you'll be lucky enough
to come across a maple iree laden
with seeds. Allow your child to col-
lect a handful and take them home.

In a pot of dirt, have your child
gingerly “plant” the seeds. Talk
about how nature does the planting,
by showing your child how the
seeds float to the ground. As the
seed swirls to the ground, the heav-
iest part gets stuck in the dirt.

“Plant” your seeds the same way
by just sticking the tips into the
dirt. Then water as the soil dries
out.

Within a few days, a mini-tree
will begin to unfold before your
eyes. Tiny maple leaves will ap-
pear. Don't be surprised, though, if
you overhear your child saying,
“Hello, Tree.”
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Treat yourself to a cargfree holiday in Toronto, where two can still live
grandly for the price of one, at the Sutton Place. The Sutton Place offers
luxurious accom ions and i y parking for §:
per couple per night (minimum 2 nights, Canadian funds,
We greet you with a welcome gift. Let us take care of you with our

impeccable 24-hour room service. Enjoy movies in your rovm fora
nominal charge. Or take a turn on the town -a City Tour Bus stops at
our front door. Come in any weekend on Friday, Saturday or Sunday.

Reservativns are subject to avafabilty.
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For reservations ¢l tollfree CANADA 1-600-263.4327 U § 1600863
o see your travel agent
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* Correction

The telephone number printed in
Monday's newspaper for the Vital Op-
tions ‘Inc. physical fitness retreat at
Mercy Conference Center was incor-

rect. The correct telephone number for
those interested in the August retreat is
476-8010.
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purchase of fine
jewelry for
35 years

ROBERT
GALE,
INC.

Fine
%mzéy
725 S. Adams
at 14%2 Mile

s,

KITCHENS OF BIRMINGHAM

Birmingh

644-6650

hfield Road  Birmingham, Michigan 48009 (313)645-5120

Oriental Dining Room Savings!

From our Far East Collection...
the spare beauty and classic
elegance of Oriental design.

6-piece set, Sale $3000.

Includes 58" China, oval Extension Table (opensto 84 long), 2
slat-back Side Chairs and 2 upholstered-back Side Chairs

it has been said that Oriental-derivative furnilure is a style
always compatible with all periods used in today's decor.
Much of this dining room grouping was inspired by ancient
Chinese designs. A variety of sophisticated finishes is
available...we have it in stock as shown, in fruitwood finish on
clive ash burl, accented with cordovan trim. Each of the items
shown (server is not available) may be purchased separately
at comparable summer sale savings. Sale ends 8/30.
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