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IV razzle-dazzle usurps significance of convention

1t could not be said more clearly.
The 1980 Republican convention in De-
troit is not a convention.

Ken Rietz, convention planner, said
the convention isn’t just belng shown on
TV: it's being made for TV. .

In fact. “The whole idea is to make
the event into a TV production instead

. of a convention.” He aiso was quoted in
a newspaper article as saying that “our
own delegates are not the people we

- should be talking to. We want the TV

audience.”

And so Rietz has planned a TV pro-
duction that will give us actor Chad
Everett, singer Wayne Newton and ice

skater Dorothy Hamill during prime
time (10-11 p.m.) and House Minority
Leader John Rhodes during the dol-
drum hour, 6 p.m.

Actor Jimmy Stewart, race car driv-
er Richard Petty and hockey player
Gordie Howe are also joining in the fes-
tivities. .t

And since videotapes of the 1976 con-
vention showed people drifting away
from speakers after the first five-eight
minutes, Rietz is urging all but the
most important to stop after eight min-
utes.

BUT THERE is more. A brightly lit

Dioceses host national

An African Cardinal, a top Vatican
aide to Pope John Paul II and Maria
von Trapp of “Sound of Mausic” fame.
are among the celebrities speaking at

* National Family Life Confernce. set
for Aug. 22-25 in Washington. D. C.'s

" Mayflower Hotel. -
of the confernce is “Sacred Heart -

Hope of the Family,”
Theme of the conference is “Sacred
Heart: Hope of the Family” that is

hosted by the Dioceses of Washington,

and Arlington, Va.

Keynoting the event will be Canadi-
an Bishop Edouard Gagnon, former
head of the Vatican Committee for the
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convention hall would tend to dituse
the attention Rietz is carefully manipu-
lating, so speakers and performers will
be illuninated with spotlights. .

This would cover up delegates who
might be dozing or absent.

A black family rock group called The
Whitneys is supposed to repeat the im-
pact Reitz created in 1972 when he ar-
ranged for Sammy Davis Jr. to per--
form and to embrace Nixon before live
TV cameras.

Family Life conference

Family. Retired St; Louis Archibishop,
Cardinal Carberry will speak at the
closing mass. An all-night vigil will
précede the confernce with‘prayers in
English and Spanish to obtain God's
blessings on American families.
Sharing their experience of blessings
received thtough family prayer and the

enthronement of Jesus in their homes
will be parents, including single par-
ents, youth and newlyweds.

Reservation information is available
by writing Family Life Bureav, De-
partment NCFLC, 200 N. Glebe Road,
Armington, Va, 22203.

“I think a black family performing
on the convention stage is going to have
more impact on the audience at home
than a speech.”

And don't be surprised if the sponta-
neous applause after the National An-
them is only scheduled for 10 seconds.
They decided that was long enough for
the 1972 convention where they learned
many of the techniques they want to
use in Detroit this year.

My first ‘reaction to this incredible
mixture of banality and blatant manip-
ulation was to think-that the public gets
when the public wants. But that's not
really true, because in this case the
public gets only what some people be-
lieve the public wants.

And that set the stage for my second
reaction, which is one of frustration
and extreme disappointment.

AS A CONCERNED citizen, 1 hoped
for a full and open discussion of the
policies that the Republicans would
present to implement the rights and re-
sponsibilities outlined in our Constitu-

tion.

To listen to the delegates from the
states debate on issues of national and
foreign policies was to open up a larger
perspective of what this nation might
do and need.

And T had even entertained the
dream that an open discussion and re-
view of some issues might create some
new perspectives and policies.

Considering the different issues
raised by our political condidates, it did
not seem completely unrealistic.

Convention planner Rietz has antici-
pated this kind of reaction, “but that's
not important.” he figured. “What’s im-
portant is what the reviewer at home
thinks.”

It's like getting a bad review for a
film: If it's great box office, who cares
about the reviewers?

1 had planned to watch the TV cover-
age of the convention but not any more.

I'm going to look for the movie
“Gone With the Wind," and add my
vote to its box office. At least the head-
ing on the marquee is correct.
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