Powder puff mechanic
preps the possibilities

By NORMAN PRADY

Can a pat on the cheek help someone become
President?

Maybe not. But maybe. So why take the chance of
passing up one or more?

In this case, the pattee is Ronald Reagan and the
patter is Carolyn Stein of West Bloomfield.

With powder puifs loaded and ready to billow,
she's stationed near the podium in Joe Louis Arena.
Her job is to make sure Reagan and other notable
Republicans put their best faces forward.

Mrs. Stein is a makeup artist. She was recom-
mended to the GOP by a New Yark television pro-
ducer.

Her assignment, she explains, is not to create de-
ceptions about anyone's appearance, but to help
people defend themselves against the harshness of
the lights, the questionable sensitivity of the camer-
as and the visible strain of the event.

“CORRECTING THINGS the camera would
pick up,” Mrs. Stein calls her job. But if you happen
to be a Republican with a double chin, she has kits
filled with topical potions that are faster than plas-
tic surgery.

Considering the popular theory that Richard Nix-
on's appearance during the Nixon-Kennedy debates
was a factor in his losing that election, Mrs. Stein
hopes people “pay more attention to fundamentals”
and vote for more than looks.

But the lesson politicians learned from those
telecasts was to not wear clothing that blends into
the background and to do something about a heavy-
looking beard.

“Nixon looked pale and drawn and needed some
makeup to help him look tanned and robust,” she
says. “It was near the end of the campaign and I'm
sure he was very tired.”

POLITICAL POWDERING is simple for Mrs.
Stein compared with some work she’s done. She re-
cently was hired to give an actor a Karl Malden
nose, a challenge possibly met successfully before
only by Malden's parents.

She ‘also is prepared to give any actor whatever
bruises or disfigurements a script might call for
and wounds to match any weapon.

In somewhat less extreme categories, she makes
people up for television commercials, talk shows
and movies. She’s done Detroit’s top auto people,
athletes, entertainers and a variety of Miss Ameri-
cas.

Her list includes Muhammed Ali, Billie Jean
King, Van Johnson, Hugh Downs, Ricardo Montal-
ban, Victor Borge, Jane Wyatt and E.G. Marshall.

SHE MADE up the stars of three made-in-De-
troit feature films: Sterling Hayden in the never-
released “Michael,” Richard Pryor in “Blue Col-
lar" and Laurence Olivier in “The Betsy.”

Olivier, here prior to being named Lord Olivier,
was very cordial, she remembers. “When you final-
ly meet him, you don't know if you're going to bow
or faint. I finally said, ‘Hello, Sir Laurence,’ and he
smiled and said, ‘Call me Larry.”"

In addition to GOP duties, Mrs. Stein has been
hired by the Foreign Broadcasting Service for spe-
cial assignments. CBS — Walter Cronkite & Co. —
also has hired her to aid their own makeup staff.

* before anyone else sees hem, Mrs. Stein will tuck

Carolyn Stein helps those in front of the
cameras put their best faces forward.
(Photo by Art Emanuele)

Security clearance by the Secret Service was a
prerequisite to getting the job, especially thie pass
on her convention neck chain that gets her to the
podium area.

THAT'S WHERE she was scheduled to face the
faces of such unordinary folk as Pat Boone, Glen
Campbell, Mayor Young, Billy Graham, Governor
Milliken, President Ford, Susan Anton, Vicki Carr,
Buddy Ebsen, Chad Everett, Wayne Newton,
Ginger Rogers, Jimmy Stewart, Barry Goldwater
Senior and Junior, John Connolly, Henry Kissinger,
George Bush and Howard Baker, among others.

1t's also likely that she will see the vice presiden-
tial condidate whoever he/she is going to be before
the rest of the world does.

As for the presidential candidate, the plan is that

paper towels into his collar and ask him to close his
eyes.
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