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Petitions urge
moratorium for
condo conversion

By JACKIE KLEIN

.A two-year moratorium on conver-
ston of Southfield apartments to condo-
miniums if the aim of a local petition
drive is successful.

State Rep. Joseph Forbes and State
Sen. Doug Ross, Oak Park Democrats,
launched the petitjon drive Saturday.
They're calling for'a November ballot
proposal to halt the growing wave of
condominium conversions in the city.

The attempt to place the issue on the
Southfield ballot is a result of the state

. Senate’s failure to act this summer on

legislation introduced by Ross and
Forbes to provide lifetime leases for
elderly renters of converted apartment
buildings, Ross said in an interview
Thursday.

The proposed moratorium, according
to the legislators, would buy time for
senior citizen and severely handi-
capped apartment tenants who can’t
afford to buy their converted units.

If passed, the referendum would also
stop developers — whose apartment
buildings have already been converted
_ from evicting tenants age 65 or old-
er. This also applies to blind, parapleg-
ic and quadraplegic apartment resi-
dents.

The law requires landlords to give
give tenants 120 days notice of conver-
sions.

The moratorium could be lifted be-
fore two years if city or state legisla-
tors pass a law providing lifetime
leases for seniors and the handicapped,
according to the proposal.

“WE'RE ANXIOUS to enlist as
many persons as we can to circulate
the petitions in apartment buildings,
shopping cepters or other convenient
locations,” Ross said. “We need 1,000
valid signatures of registered voters to
get the proposal on the November bal-
Tot, but we'd rather have 1,500.

“We have a July 18 deadline to turn

titions into the city clerks office.
Southfield City Council has 30 days
from then to either enact moritorium
legislation or place it on the November
ballot. This will protect elderly and
handicapped tenants until a long-term
solution is reached.”

Volunteers for the petition drive may
call Ross at 851-8610.

Legislation proposed early this year
by Ross and Forbes — originally aimed
at guaranteeing life leases for elderly
renters of converted apartment units
— passed the State House of Repre-

. sentatives June 27. But the bills were

trimmed to provide for seven-year
leases and changed to give similar pro-
tection to the handicapped.

The measures passed in 2 Senate

State Affairs Committee, Ross said, but
objections from landlords delayed ac-
tion by the full Senate. Senators will
consider the legislation when they con-
vene after summer recess in Septem-
ber, Ross said.

. The proposed moritorium would pro-
fect seniors by creating uncertainty
among would-be apartment converters
and would be a staying action during
possible long Senate debates on the is-
sue, according to Ross.

“yT'S BEEN push and pull in the leg-
islature,” Ross said. “As it stands now,
the bills provide that seniors who are
65 or older when their apartment units
are converted could continue to rent
their units at market rates for seven

years.

“The proposed legislation provides
for the state to buy these units after
seven years and the elderly and handi-
capped would still pay market rents.
Developers support the measure but
landlords are protesting it. We still fa-
vor the life lease.”

Forbes and Ross originally opposed a
moratorium, claiming it would hurt the
state’s already sluggish building indus-
try. But now they say if they can't get
protection for tenants one way, they'll
go the two-year delaying route.

Ross and Forbes say it would be le-
gal for Southfield City Council to en-
force a temporary moratorium on con-
do conversions such as those in New
York and other states.
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For those who prefer to skip the con-
certed sales strategy, Saks doesn't
mind customers browsing through the
lots on the weekends.

“ like to see people walk around,”
hesaid.

The friendly strategy seems to work
for Saks who last year sold 3,500 new
Oldsmobiles, This year he expects to
sell 2,500 Oldsmobiles, 800 AMC cars
and 2,000 Toyotas.

The used car market is "very strong”
according to Saks. He expects to sell
about 2,000 used cars, many to custom-
ers who have bought new cars from
him and want a second or third car.
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what happens it
someone collects my rare
coins and silverware?

~

They may not be covered
under ihe homeowners.
policy you have now
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Summertime is
Savings Time at

NARAGON BUSINESS MACHINES

Your Office Machine Department Store -
Over 350 Machines in Stock
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wWe'l be happy 1o analyze
your homeowners policy

to see if your voluables are
adequately protected And.
Wnot, we conrecommend
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that will keep them covered
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Complete Insurance
Service
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Typewriter with Automatic Correcting and-
Dual Pitch
Competitively Priced

Printing Calculators by
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from *89 with up to a 15 MO, GUARANTEE

3M DRY COPIER
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_TYPEWRITERS:,

ADLER MODEL 10XPD
Print and Display
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SMITH-CORONA-ADLER-S

Portable Typewriters
Sold at *Discount Prices -
Starting at a low 5138

*We still have a few of the
Model 8650 2
Automatic
Correcting

Typewriters at
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When shopping for price..Don't forget quality
W take prido in our quality, service and price
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CREATIVE HOME CENTEF
107 N. Center {Next to Schrader's)

L]
VISA

&2 normite 3497110

The La-2-8oy"
Raclina-focker’
shown at leftis &
tavorite. We offer
It now in & Scoteh-
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Dupont 100%
nylon velvet at
$120 off our
everyday low
price. Choose
gold or green.
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