Excommunicated Mormon cheered, hailed

By SHIRLEE IDEN

Blue jean clad, Sonia Johnson
strode into Metropolitan Airport af-
ter an all night flight from Seattle to
Chicago to Detroit.

Wouldn't it have been easier to fly
directly from Seattle to Copenhagen
for the UN International Women's
Decade meeting she was headed
for?

Sure, but the Republican Plat-
form Committee last week knocked
the Equal Rights Amendment out of
their 1980 platform, and when you
take a swipe at the ERA, you hurt
Sonia Johnson where she lives.

She came to the area to partici-
pate in a demonstration for ERA by
Women in Communications, YWCA,
Business and Professional Women's
Association, and a number of other
concerned women's groups.

“It's my main thing now,” she
says. “Speaking for ERA wherever
it’s taking me is my full time worl "

Six months ago, Sonia Johnson
told Newsweek magazine that’s she
is Mormon down to her toes. She
says she still is.

But on Dec. 5, 1979, the Church of
the Latter Day Saints, in which her
family bas held membership for five
generations, excommunicated her
for her outspoken stand on ERA.

The Mormon hierarchy said a
church member individually could
support ERA but to mount 2 drive
such as “Mormons for ERA” which
Sonia Johnson did, could not be tol-
erated.

SONIA JOHNSON has lost more
than her church standing recently.
Her husband, father of their four
children, 17, 15, 12, and 6 is now
somewhere in Oregon.

“He recently divorced me,” she
says quietly. “He was quite suppor-
tive of the ERA and disenchanted
with the church, but he had his own
problems.

“He wasn't granted tenure at his
university and had a mid-life kind of
crisis. He found a younger, more
beautiful woman.”

Regrets? She answers, straightfor-
wardly: “I'm not a good regretter.”

Of the children she says, two are

Last week this column described how
to multiply your quantity of forsythia
bushes by terminal cuttings this time of
year. And not to confuse you, this week
tere's another method.

Another method is to survey your ex-
isting bush and spot a branch which ap-
pears supple and is close to the ground
when pushed down. Take your knife
and injure slightly where a leaf branch-
es out pear the tip. Bend the branch
which you have scratched where a leaf
extends to the ground. Place a fist full
of soil over the wound where it touches
the ground and secure it with a stone
about as big as a fist to keep the branch
from “bouncing.” Cut the rooted
branch away from the shrub and plant
with T.L.C. later.

The reason the fun of p

battling adolescence, the 6-year-old
is “thinking it over” and the 17-
year-old eldest son is trying hard to
figure out whohe is.

Mrs. Johnson knows who she is.
And she doesn't hesitate to say it.

“I'm a radical. I'm angry and I'm
determined. We are what we are,
and you do what your integrity de-
mands.”

Mrs. -Johnson lives with her four
children in Sterling, Va., southwest
of Washingten, D.C. For 20 years
she taught university English on a
part-time basis. She only has time
for her children and the ERA now.

IN COPENHAGEN she will be
part of the Forum, the non-govern-
mental adjunct meetings taking
place concurrently with those spon-
sored by the United Nations.

She will be part of a panel on
equality and religion and will lead a
workshop on equality. Fellow panel-
ists will be concerned women from
France, Hungary and India.

Institutions in general are on Mrs.
Johnson's bad list right now.

Tt doesn’t make any difference
whether it's government, religion or
the Republican Party she tells you
“they’re all patriarchal.”

“There's no real equality. Women
are on the fringes in religion and in
all areas. Our society thinks of men
as more God-like and as meant to
rule”

1f you're Sonia Johnson in July

1980, the world couldn't be in worst
shape.
“Half the world’s population are
the life-givers and nurturers and
have so much to give and are not
allowed to,” she says, frustrated.
“Women care more about human
life than men. They've been in-
volved in life in perpetuating it. The
men need to listen to us and to deal
with hunger and human needs.”

“I'M SO ANGRY with the Repub-
lican Party,” she says. “I was
brought up to believe it was the only
party, that Democrats were evil
You couldn't catch me voting Re-
publican now. Theirs is an anti-life,
hate humans stance.”

Sonia Johnson

And of Ronald Reagan their stan-
dard bearer, the former English
teachers adds: “I wouldn’t even

trust Reagan to be head of the Eng-
lish Department.”
Mrs. Johnson says she was always

‘Give me liberty or give me death,’ Sonia Johnson told a pro-ERA
audience at the Kern block on Sunday.

Thursday, July 17, 1980

a “really good Mormon woman.”

“I truly believed that someome
needed to be home with those chil-
dren all the time and that someone
had to be me. Now'I see that they
need someone, but it doesn’t have to
be me all the time.”

Part of her current despair is that
her own children feel so dispirited
about the future. “They feel like
grownups are going to blow us all
up,” she says, “And they wonder if
there will be jobs.”

When she’s tired, and she often is,
she says all that's happened “just
doesn’t sink in.”

“[ just feel as Mormeon as I ever
was and like what I am, a Virginia
housewife.”

UNTIL chboul three years ago,
Sonia Johnson knew almost nothing
about the ERA. She and her family
lived overseas in Nigeria where her
husband had a government contract.

“Becoming a feminist is a whole
reorganization of the pattern,” she
says. “It's like an individual revolu-
tion and it was sudden for me,
though 1 must have been gathering
data all my life subconsciously.

“Mormonism is so profoundly pa-
triarchal, I was always putting piec-
es of data into my mental file. Fi-
nally, when the church started on
the ERA, it all burst out.”

Mrs. Johnson recounts that at a
church meeting one night, someone
spoke against ERA as she sat and
listened. -

“Suddenly it all came together. I
had like a minor nervous breakdown
right in the meeting. 1 was
overwhelmed, actually physically
pained,” she recalls. “My friends
told me later I was shaking my head
back and forth and loudly saying
“Ng, no, no.”

Up to that time, Sonia Johnson
thought all the male supremacy and
patriarchy was God's will.

“I thought God was sexist,” she
says. “But I went home that night
and gave it to God. T closed myself
into a room over the garage and T
screamed and yelled.

“TO MAKE US (women) so giv-
ing, so rich so willing and then to
put us in this little box . . . 1 had

Gardeners cover these handbooks

down to earth

Alice Burlingame

11225, 79 pages, $1.75, plus 60 cents
handling. The total book abounds with
pictures to help with identification.

The handbook tells what to select for
all light exposures and cleverly helps
you make a decision for your needs.

QUESTION: How can I induce
flowering on my wisteria vine?

‘Answer: When it is too young, it will
not flower. Do not apply nitrogen ferti-

forsythia has been emphasized twice is
that this shrub really outdid itself with
beautiful flowers in early spring. Now
you know how to multiple forsythia
Tight on your own property.

Many gardeners feel indebted to the
Brooklyn Botanic Handbooks for their
practical lessons, written by acknowl-
edged authorities. There are 87 in the
series. You will like “Ground Covers
and Vines.” Brooklyn Botanic Garden,
1000 Washington, Brooklyn, NY.

lizers, only If the vine

. appears tender, take down and cover
. with leaves in the winter. Prune the

branches severly and root prune with
your edger. Dig down about six inches
from the trunk and do so around the
circumference. Don’t plant a wisteria
in the shade.

With this authoritative guide you will
know what likes wet soil, dry soil and
which exposure is best. Professionals
covet this source of information.

As it is a temptation to take pictures
of a good colorful garden display
whether it is away from home or yours,
1 have a tip from a nationally known
photographer. In the foreground posed
people aren't too good. However, in the
background you can have a person or
two enjoying the garden naturally.

People in a picture help establish com-
parison heights which is good.

Qur annual growers are striving
toward developing varieties which can
be ground indoors in the winter with
good coloring. Specialists have found
that many annuals grown in the sum-
mer garden can be rooted from cutt-
ings and continued indoors, some varie-
ties fare better than others. Annuals in-
doors like air conditioning and we must
remember that their flowering show
will be limited in time like they are
outdoors.

Wax begonias lend themselves to in-
door culture. The single flowered vari-
eties are hest for this purpese. Don't

Everybod ,
Loves A Syale.

That's why TENNIS TIME is slashing
prices on terry cloth and acrylic warm-up
suits (for men, women and children). All
Danskin Freestyle coordinates (bathing
suits, wrap skirts). All golf clothes. A
broad range of men's clothes. And a select
group of summer street clothes..

This is the sale you've been waiting for.
And it's going on now.

Monday through Saturday 9:30 to 6:00

N

—

Estate Auction

Personal Antique Collection of the Former Owner
of The Antique Attic, Plymouth, Michigan.
Removed to Our Galleries for Public Auction
Wednesday, July 23rd at 12.noon

HIGHLIGHTS: Americana Furniture; Art Glass, Cameo, Cut
Glass, Art Deco and Nouveau Lamps; Sterling Silver Flat-
ware Set—Service for 12, Tiffany Sterling Tea Set; Indian
Relics—Dolls—Apache Dance Masks; Several clocks, Marble
Bust, Art Deco and Nouveau Jewelry, Antique Toys—
Mechanical Banks; Carnival Glass Collection; Edison Home
Phonograph complete with horn, earphones and records;
Antique typewriter; Antique Figural Bottles; Brass Objects;
Original Elgin Two Wheel Coffee Grinder; Antique Scale;
Gone with the Wind Lamp; Collector's Plates including—
Sam Bonnet Baby, Brownie, Limoges, Christmas, etc.; Old
Song Sheets and Paper Paraphenalia; Toby Mugs; China—
Limoges, Waller-Lasa, Royal Doulton, Moorcroft, Parian,
“Tote, Flo-Blue; Mason Pitcher and Bowl, Dresden; Oil
Paintings and Prints (including Louis Icart prints); Orien-
talia—Irmari, Satsuma, Cloisonne; Lustreware; Wall Sconces;
Pedestals. Hundreds of ltems too numerous to mention.
Galleries reserve the right to withdraw any item
Exhibition: The entire collection will be on view at our
Galleries commencing Monday, July 14th till time of Auction.
Catalogues: $4.00 by mail.
Information: Please call (313) 338-9203
Terms: Cash, Check, Master Charge, VISA, American Express

=C.B. CHARLES GALLERIES nc.

AUCTIONEERS . APPRAISERS . ESTATE. SPECIALISTS
825 Woodward, Pontiac, I!lichigan 48053
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S. E. Comer Maple & Lahser
Birmingham, Michigan
646-4475
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It’s no secret . . .
we have a

JULY 21 THROUGH AUGUST 2
. Selected Items

RESORTWEAR
51 WEST LONG LAKE RD ¢ BLOOMFIELD HILLS o 6451790
KIMBERLY KORNERS o 20311 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS * 881-9296

give them rich soil or fertilizer. Keep
them on the dry side. You are aiming to
keep them from growing soft. They
propagate readily from cuttings.

always been respectful before that
night, But that night 1 yeiled at God -*
for an hour and told him I'd fight -
him." N
By the time Mrs. Johnson stilled
her screams and completed her ar-
gument with God, she found she felt

calm, good.

“] was all by myself and when I
was done, it was quiet, nothing hap-
pened. The most important thing 1
ever learned occurred when I found
1 wasn't zapped.

“T knew God wasn't against me
and part of any old boys’ club.”

Mrs. Johnson contends that wom-
en all over the world are rising and
it’s the patriarchy that’s dying, but
admits it may take a long time.

Of Khomeini: “When he brought
back the veil, women marched in
the streets under threat of their
very lives, some were stoned, shot
and beaten up, but they marched. It
was an eloquent message to those
who were afraid,” she says.

MORMONS aspire to great na-
tional power in this country, she be-
Jieves. Churches now meet only once
each week so that members can par-
ticipate and run for office at every

level.

“Joseph Smith (Mormon founder) -
is sy to have said that the
Constitution of the U.S. would some-
day hang by a thread and the Mor-
mon Church would save it. Its their
justification for fighting ERA,” she
3

ys. .

“They see themselves as saviors."”

At the ERA rally in the Kern
block, Mrs. Johnson spoke along
with Helen Milliken, wife of the gov-
ernor, Millie Jeffrey, abor and fem-
inist leader, Erma Henderson, presi-
dent of the Detroit Common Coun-
cil, and others.

While they receive applause, she
is cheered, hailed, adored.

“If Republicans don’t understand
basic human rights, how can we
trust them to understand anything
important?” she asks.

“Give me liberty or give me
death. We need heroes to cry out to
us again.” :

And the way they cheered, it
seemed they had found one hero al-
ready.

For another week we will have more
ideas on how to get further dividends
from your annuals by bringing them in-
doors.

2 studenis at eonvention

Farmington Association for Educa-
tional Enrichment members gave two
passes to the opening of the GOP con-
vention to two of the gifted and talent-
ed students the group supports.

The pass recipients were Peter
Goetz, a student at North Farmington
High School, and Jane Kernicky, a re-

Call him doctor - :

Andrew J. Colman received his doc-
tor of osteopathy degree from the Col-
lege of Osteophathic Medicine and Sur-
gery in Des Moines, lowa. He will serve
an internship at Botsford General Hos-

cent graduate of the school.

While Miss Kernicky was a student.
in high school, she edited the school
newspaper. She has completed one
year of college at Qakland Community
College and will enter Kalamazoo Col-
lege this fall. P

pital in Farmington Hills. i

Colman is a graduate of Michigan}
State University and the son of Mr. and;
Mrs. Arthur Colman of Farmington:
Hills. °
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