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By CATHIE BREIDENBACH

Country and western is a frame of

mind.

Contry people choose not to be so-
phisticated, intellectual urbanites.
Weekdays they may be TV executives,
liberated college coeds, or middle-aged
women who sell Iadies lingerie. Week-
end nights they crave country and its
simple pleasures.

On a recent Saturday night at Phoe-
nix City, a country bar on Woodward in
Berkley, the suburban sophisticates
were clapping and yahooing to the mu-
sic and drinking beer alongside macho
truck drivers and on-line factory work-
ers. Nobody could tell the difference,

Country-western night gets Oscar’s into the act

WCKXI's Bob Burchet twill add to the
festivities Thursday at Oscar’s in
Southfield, where Thursdays are coun-
try-western nights. T,

This time it’s ladies night (no cover

because country is a frame of mind.

Thinking country has nothing to do
with life on the farm or with “Hee
Haw" corn. Most Detroit-area country
folk don't live in the country and never
did. Most hail from somewhere miles
north of the Mason-Dixon line and they
know more about carburetors than
about coyotes.

What is this country craze that lures
sane suburbanites to shed their Malloy
suits and put on jeans and flashy belt
buckles to go honky tonking? What
needs does playing cowhoy fulfill?

IN THE AMERICAN myth, the cow-
boy rides off among the cactus and
leaves behind in town the traps of civi-

lized city life. People who like country
and western lead cluttered, en-
cumbered lives like other Americans.
The cowboy myth liberates them.

When they put on boots and jeans,
the dream lives. They feel like tough
individualists who lead unhassled lives
and hold to simple pleasures.

Getting back to simple pleasures is
part of the eharm of country and west-
ern music. A light heart, a cold beer
among friends and some dancing music
are almost heaven for country folk.

1n fact, Almost Heaven is the name
of a big country place out on Dixie
Highway in Waterford. The lights are
dim, the smoke thick and the atmos-
phere uninkibited. Two live bands alt

charge). Mike McKellar's Band’ pro-
vides live entertainment. Oscar’s opens
at 8 p.m., and the country sound contin-
ues to 2a.m.

« McKellar has played at “Grand Ole

Bands play sweet to jazz

(Continued from Page 1D)
trumpet man, Waymon Reed, who
had been with Rich only three days.

His excellence and experience as a
trumpet player was evident in several
well-played solos, expecially Elling-
ton's “In a Mellotone.”

Rich, who is a thorough-going profes-
sional as a drummer and band leader,
seemed brusque and short-tempered.
He didn’'t make any comments until the
end of his set, when he gave a short
typical Rich bit of patter ending with,
“And if you didn't have a good time,
that's OK.” Rich keyed his band
through drum code and ripped through
a half dozen tunes.

AS ALWAYS, Rich was phenomenal.
The man is a joy to watch, as he sits on
a platform above most of his musicians

Group offers

The Cultural Council of Pontiac will
host a performance of “Side by Side by
Sondheim,” musical revue starring
Peggy Lee, at 8 p.m. Sunday at the Bir-

and provides the driving force behind
his well-oiled and brassy orchestra.

“Channel 1 Suite” was his tour de
force, closing a driving program with
one of the few songs in the Rich reper-
toire that allows the drummer to take
an extended solo. When he does, of
course, he displays the technique he has
acquired in 42 years powering some of
the best bands around.

Rich gets more rhythmic mileage
out of rim shots and clicking his drum
sticks together than some drummers do
with their whole set of traps.

This was the kind of Friday evening
we've come to expect during the sum-
mer at Meadow Brook on the Oakland
University campus near Rochester.
There was no disappointment here, ex-
cept for anyone who expected Larry
Elgart to match the jazz feel of Woody
Herman and Buddy Rich.

theater night

is $15. proceeds go to the Cultural
Council of Pontiac. Reservations are
limited to the first 100 persons.

For further information or reserva-

Opry.” and on “Hee Haw" and “Ernest
Tubb’s Record Shop.” He has per-
formed with the Osborne Brothers, Ar-
thur “Guitar Bookie” Smith, Waylon
Jennings, Ernest Tubb, Grandpa Jones
and Bill Monroe.

Muiti-talented McKellar plays gui-
tar, banjo and fiddle, has written many
songs and has numerous albums to his
credit on the MCH label.

ternate for continuous dancing music. your partner's. Otherwise, anything
Counting pick-up trucks in the park-
ing lot is a way to tell how many of the
folks inside really live country all
week. At Almost Heaven, there are lots
of trucks and there’s lots of action to
watch, if watching is your preference.
For those who like dancing, there's
nothing as sexy as an earthy country
love song, and nothing as liberating as
stepping to country disco rhythms.

goes.

At Uncle Deano’s on Highland Road
in White Lake, the dance floor is small,
the atmosphere intimate and the regu-
lars come for a friendly good time.

At AW Country, the recently reno-
vated Old Mill Restaurant on Dixie
Highway in Waterford, you can gawk
like a tourist at hearty souls who ride
the mechanical bull. AW has valet
parking, not a country touch, and west-
ern curios are on sale in the entry. The
band is good, but the atmosphere is def-
initely not down home.

Out in Westland at the Urban Cow-

AS THE BAND warms up and the
evening grows young, folks clap and
stomp with raucous abandon. The only
trick to country dancing is keeping
your hat on and keeping your belt buc-
kle from permanently locking with

A Jimmy Launce
PROductions, Inc.

Laura, McKellar's wife, plays
rhythm guitar and harmonzies along
with Mike and Wendell Asplin, who
also plays rhythm guitar.

McKellar and Asplin have a radio
show from Labor Day to Dec. 23, live
from Asplin Farms in Lennon, Mich.
Nephew Chris Wilkins of Goodrich,
Mich., plays drums and Bruce Agababi-
an rounds out the group on bass.

presents

A Comedy

directed by Hal Youngblood
Performances
Friday & Saturday
Group Rates &
Performances Available
Reservations

STARTS FRIDAY SULY 18
BENJ & GHEVY CHASE in
“OH HEAVEHLY D0G”

DALY
12302710515

sHiEwDs IAGOON R

BROOKE THE BLUE M"gg&;ﬁ AT fHladius — MR. MAC'S STABLE
928 Parklane Towers, Dearborn

643-8865

Lower Level Somerset Mall

suburban slickers go country and western

boy, Larry Lee Adrin's band plays good
dancing music and another mechanical
bull writhes and bucks adventurous rid-

ers.

Metropolitan Detroit is a good area
for country and western. You don't
have to drive a pick-up and be a red-
neck to be an urban cowboy, and you
don't need a fancy hat or boots to go '
honky tonking. “

Country's been around since Roy
Rogers fell in love with Trigger. Now
John Travoita is riding the country re-
vival in his movie “Urban Cowboy.”
Country and western is so old that it’s -
new, and it's a simple pleasure.

THE TRIUMPHANT COMEDY
OF COURAGE

28
C Daily
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
Robert Redford is
“BRUBAKER" (R)

BUTTERFLIES ARE FREE

IN DINNER THEATRE

Burt Reynolds
“ROUGH CUT” (PG)

e chance for free
The ¥ only come gaom

Two Clint Eastwood Action Comedies  §
“BRONCO BILLY” (PG)
“EVERY WHICH WAY
BUT LOOSE” (PG)

DALY

srooxe THE BLUE
suiEws HAGOON 5

GENERAL CINEMA THEATRES

1:00-3:
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John Travolta
“URBAN COWBOY” (PG) i
Jlohn Travoita & Olivia Newton-John

“GREASE" (PG)

Continuous Daily Matinee
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
ACast of N.Y. talentin a N.Y. High Schoal
try to maket in dance, music & drama.
Destined to be the Sleeper of '80

“FAME" (R)

tions, call Gretchen Weber at 332-2787,
or Portia Fields at 857-7780.

Michael Caine
“THE ISLAND” (R)

mingham Theatre.

The denation for this theater evening FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS THRU AUG. 23

A THEATRE OF THE ARTS PRODUCTION

S HOUICHAS
CINE

@ FOR RESERVATIONS & INFO. CALL 288-0450 “THE GONG SHOW—
ooy YR Toke b ELEACRD ST o e ety
PR—— Vs \theatres “HAPPY HOOKER
. GOES TO HOLLYWOOD" (R)

—
Wockond Quasis-

There's an island of calm, agay from sumncr’s steamy bustle.
where you'li enjoy a summer weekend just the way you want ..
at the Bristol Place. .

For $45 per night (Canadian funds) enjoy 2 nights’ deluxe
accommodation. with children under 18 sharing their parents’ room
at no extra cost. Spend a cool weekend around our pool and outdoor
patio. Enjoy our sauna and health club. And complimentary
admission to our nightspot, Dr. Livingstone's.

For the children, there's a fully equipped rme

playground, and baby sitting available. 1 1

Come in any 2 nights on a Friday,

Saturday or Sunday. The parking's free. We Pl

have 24-hour room service, and in-room -

movies for a nominal charge. Hotel
Adtilioted with

Sutton Place Holel

“THE FIRST
EPIC HORROR FILM"~

~ Jack Kroll Newsweek Magazine

E T\ [BAR“GAFN WATINEE DALY || e AT
L Wﬁtll $1.50-FIRST SHOWONLY |j [OUIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTE

“LA CAGE AUX FOLLES” (R) 1

Robert Redford
“BRUBAKER” (R)

“THE
ISLAND”

715 &9:15

IMMORTAL
BACHELOR

Burt Reynolds
“ROUGH CUT” (PG)

Continuous Daily Matinees
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
John Belushi Dan Akroyd
Carrie Fisher
“THE BLUES BROS.” (R)

Dolby Stereo
Continuous Daily Matinees

Robert Redford
“BRUBAKER” (R)

Continuous Daily Matinees
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows

“HONEYSUCKLE ROSE” (PG)

SHOWCRIE CINEMAS

2400 SOUTH TELEGRAPH ROAD
P JAC 332.0241

ONT|
BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY
1.50

| [ Girt certificates aiways available at box office
...Entertanment isthoperfect gift!
FIRST SHOW ONLY §

Your perfect summer oasis. . . the Bristol
Place.
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“Living Your Way™
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AWeelkend. Weekday and Holiday Packages include Deluxe in Wakefield prison and horky-tonk nights. .
Parkside Room. Cheese and Sausage Board. Asti Spumante. Din- is the Warden. \\_\'TII.“", “ Star Wars Continues
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