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Thursday, July 17, 1980

at Paradiso

Breezy show

John Powers has quality of easy-going

By HELEN ZUCKER

Nancy Gurwin’s production of “6
Rms Riv Vu” at the Paradiso Dinner
Theatre is smooth, funny and well cast.
Director Edgar A. Guest and crew
manage to catch the poignant note that
underlies Bob Randall's comedy.

The play runs through Aug. 16 at the
Paradisco, 17306 Woodward near Six
Mile Road, Detroit.

John Powers is especially good as
Paul Friedman, the copywriter who
feels he belongs to “the do-nothing gen-
eration.” Powers has an easy Alan Alda
manner, a pleasing way with lines and
a loping sort of walk that makes you
trust him on sight.

There isn't a women alive who would
feel frightened at finding herself acci-
dently locked into an apartment with
Powers. .

Firefall, Kenny

By ERIC MOBEY

Firefall and Kenny Loggins are both
known for their blending of rock and
roll with soft ballads. They both nearly
abandoned this format for a more raw
energy sound at their concert last week
at Pine Knob Music Theatre in Clarks-

ten.

Firefall opened the show with a set
that was dominated by a heavier rock
sound. Its performance was tedious,
with long guitar jams from Jock Bart-

Carlos Murphy’s Cafe
offers versatile menu

Carlos Murphy’s Irish Mexican Cafe
opened Monday at 29244 Northwestern
Highway in Southfield.

Murphy, whose spicy heritage is re-
lated on the back of the menu, runs the
gamut with food and drinks represent-
ing Irish and Mexican.
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has a lot in common with her fellow

alparf.mz:::;hunter, They share analysts,

old friends, tales of sexual innocence

I‘eVi ew and memories of the '50s.

Ms. Bean's best moment is her fit of

Powers gave us a Paul who is very  giggles at the finale when she discovers

easy to talk to — probably the reason that her nice, but uptight husband is an

for'the very brief affair that develops. old friend of Paul's wife. And Ms.

Powers talks straight through the un-  Bean’s shout: “I want to have petunias,

folding of a “remarkably comfortable”  not a hanging coversation pit. I want to
aluminum picnic table and he hits a
real high note describing his encounter

be downwardly mobile,” is neat.
Sandy Dittrich as Janet Friedman,
with a nymphet on the IRT. “Our eyes *
locked over the Dentyne machine,”

the female libber, looks wonderfully
Powers says with romantic ecstasy.

feminine in a red blazer. Her concerns

with the niceties of paella-cookery and

BARBARA LYNN BEAN'S very what Paul eats in the morning are
lively as Anne Miller, the woman who
finds herself accidently locked in with

quite funny.
Chuck Rowlson is neatness personi-
Paul after being had by the same rent-
al agent to the same apartment.

fied as Richard Miller, Anne’s architect
Ms. Bean turns in a creditable per-

husband. One sees that he sits in
formance as a wife who discovers she

straight chairs the moment he enters.
A club chair becomes necessary at the

but overall the set was below the aver-
age Firefall performance.

ley and Larry Burnett.

Many of the songs were from the
group’s new album and seemed to
merge into a similar sound that be-
came redundant.

The familiar soft rock ballads
featuring taut harmonies were very
sparse on this night. The crowd reacted
quite tepidly to the new songs but ap-
preciated Firefall standards such as
“Cinderella,” “Just Remember” and
“Strange Way.”

The familiar songs went over well,

HEADLINER KENNY LOGGINS
also has moved to a more rock-oriented
sound. Since departing from partner
Jim Messina, Loggins has remained a
popular artist with a strong following.
His popularity was evident by the loyal
fans assembled for the Pine Knob
show.

Loggins milked the loyalty of his
fans for all it was worth. He prodded
the crowd aleng by implying that just
sitting and listening was uncool. He
added that it was his job to get them off
their seats.

On the next song, the fans responded
by standing and clapping along to the

Appeizers include traditional Amer. TUSIC. Whether he and the band had

ican favorites, as well as a sampling of
Mexican offerings. There are salads,
burgers and sandwiches and a number
of quiches and crepes.

Carlos Murphy’s Irish Mexican Cafe
will be open seven days'a week from 11
am.to2am.
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sight of Miller.

Neither of these talkative couples
gets “the 6 rms riv vu.”

Carol -Lempert, as The Pregnant
Woman, gets the apartment. She is all
bustle and business and has got the
lazy, swearing Super to fix everything
in sight before the principals know
what is happening.

“THE DO-NOTHING generation”
has done what it came to do: talk, ex-
plore, ponder possibilities. Ms. Lem-
pert's puzzled stare at the orange peel
left on the floor ends the play nicely.

ValJoan Myers is wonderfully
witchy as The Woman in 4A. Ms. Myers
is every renter's nightmare. She goes
nowhere without her alarmingly loud
dog. She stalks the halls in a dirty
bathrobe and curlers, talks at the top of
her lungs, demands respectability from

everyone else and has no qualms about

walking off with all the picnic fruit.
Ms. Myers gives us the kind of wom-

an who seems to be living in all the

rent-controlled apartments in New *

York. We have no doubts that she
shouts bad advice at strangers in the
street as well as in the halls.

Ed Keller is loose and funny as Ed-
die, The Superintendent.

“T'l be glad when they rent this
dump,” he mutters, taking the door-
knob with him to “keep funny people
from coming in.”

He jingles change in his pockets, de-
manding tips for services not rendered.
Enraged dogs and brisk, pregnant
women seem to be the only creatures
capable of getting any work out of him.

Erik Carlson, as Larry, the pregnant
woman's husband, is sweet and
bemused.

Loggins play heavier rock sounds

prévided the proper to elie-

it such a response is questionable.
Crowd behavior under such condi-
tions becomes an interesting phenome-

review

non. Some people felt
enough to rise while the remainder of
the pavilion’s audience was up and
down like a bunch of jack-in-the-boxes
playing follow the leader.

Loggins was a most amicable
cheerleader, urging the crowd up for
every upbeat song. He chided the audi-
ence, saying, "I don't know how you
can get the adrenalin going sitting
down!” The audience quickly stood for
the next song.

THE BRIGHTER parts of the con-

cert occurred when Loggins sat down.
Relaxing with his legs draped over the
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Reservations
Accepted
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Cocktail Specials Daily

APANESE STEAKHOUSE
CANTONESE &
AMERICAN FOOD

RESTAURANT
+ EXOTIC COCKTAILS +

arry-0uts on Chinese Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-3 PM

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

o Luncheons e Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
: 644-2913

&

FRI& SAT, fi 10:30 P
Closed Mondays

16825 MIDDLEBELT
AT SIX MILE » LIVONIA 427-3171
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Take a guided tour over rolling hills in a covered
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of Buffalo,

edge of the stage, he delivered a string
of ballads. This portion of the show in-
cluded “House at Pooh Corner,” “Dan-
ny’s Song™ and a nice version of “Here,
There and Everywhere." His voice was
admirable, and the temporary remis-
sion from hyperactivity was soothing.
Loggins genuinely moved the crowd
with a fine rendition of “Whenever 1
Call You Friend" and “Celebrate Me
Home.” Loggins continued to employ
his stage theatries on “Celebrate Me

Alan Alda

THE SCRIPT HAS lots of good New |
Yark, local color bits and the cast uses |
them well. '

'

Producer Donna Zatkin and Max |
Wolf do a good job with very little ma- |
terial. Walf's lighting is fine, and the
set, a bare apartment with a brick wall ;
for a “vu,” is adequate. N

Paradiso Dinner 'Theatre patrons |
should be aware that the bar, dinner, '
dancing to a live band and the play are :
all separate enterprises. H

The veal at $8.25 a dish comes|
smothered in plan brown gravy, but the |
pasta is good. The antipasto at $1.95 is
fresh and comes with seseme bread .
sticks. H

The band is a bit disconcerting while |
the play is going on. I hope some sound-
proofing is installed in the theater. But
the play is worth seeing.

Home" by climbing up to the keyboard
riser and doing sort of a Jerry Lee
Lewis on the electric piano.

Kenny Loggins is a talented singer,
songwriter, but his live show needs re-

* finement. His pretentious stage gym-

nastics are boring and are incongruous
to his musical style.

While nobody expects Firefall or
Loggins to turn into totally laid-back
balladeers, their new rock material
lacks balance performed live. Both
Firefall and Loggins are produced by
Tom Dowd. -

Dowd has done a good job of balanc:

" ing their sound on recordings, but wher

it comes to a concert, the groups arc
still best on the softer classics. "

SGAND ENTERTAIRMENT GUIDE
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Town! |

O Ride an antique steam train
(0 Take a carriage or wagon ride
Ride a Model-T

Ride the old paddic-wheel
Suwanee steamboat

Take a raft to Suwanee Island
Picnic in the Suwanee Island
woods

Hear a band -oncert

Ride a turn-of-the-century Merry-
Go-Round

oo oo oo

What you and your family
can do any

Old Time Summer Festival

7

atour

0 Dialogue with Ben Franklin

1 See sheep, roosters, hens, ducks,
geese, horses

[0 Browse in homes of Great

Americans .
[ Look into factories of a hundred ;
years ago -
O Sce oldtime movies in The Towd
Hall N

.. Hear strolling minstrels N
. Hear Concent Saloon Music .

¢ every Tuesday thru Sunday.’s

American Express

2
3315 Auburn Road
_ Bétween Adams & Opdyke Rd.

ik, Gorsian Ram, Whiatall Dot $6.91 N'S
and many other wild animals in
this natural habtat. per person ALBA
TIMBERLAND et i Cotes Cochand
QAME RANCH ° crgen: up. Saine, French Qtﬂn’ (5 cﬂassw
ier Rl nd Butter
12760N. TERRITORIAL RD. @ A\,w“ s
DEXTER, MICH. ResT
{313) 475-8679

HOME OF THE .

Sauteed soke.

» Telegraph Notth uf
‘Southf
358.4950

FILET OF SOLE NORMANDE

. garnished with shimp and mushiooms.
Inchudes sa13d. e
potstol end fjsh vegetaie 18 985

Meriwether’s

Biglhe Budsich.

188 N. HUNTER

BIRMINGHAM 646-655.1
Q'-{ SUNDAY SPECIALS
Your Choice of

VEAL and SPAGHETTI

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
with Rice

BEEF STROGANOFF

over Noodles

$ Abave spacials Include
t0ssd salad or cole slaw,
a roll & butter.

ecialty |

esh breads. ke plav for boked

ot 13 Mide
574.9670
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* Meet with the Wright Brothers *
O3 If the weather turns, visit Henry
Ford Museum right next door «
() Walk shady Village streets with °}
ghosts of long ago N
[ 24 Hour General Information Party
Line-271-1976 -

[ Horse around in the Penny Arcade
[1 Watch Doc Bryson Medicine Show
[ Visit Menlo Park Compound—see

where the light bulb was invented
[} Watch many old-time crafts

Greenfield Village &
erc;'nry?z);quwl}/lusgum




