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Varsity Shop

The Varsity Shop girls' softball team
wrapped up the Metro Suburban ASA
Women's Fast Pitch League champion-
ship Thursday by beating the Sterling
One Titans 3-0 in the first game of 2
doubleheader.

Varsity Shop came into the double-
header with an 11-1 record. Sterling
One was 9-3 and in position to tie for
the league championship by sweeping
both games. The Birmingham squad
put an end to that threat by clinching
the title in the apener.

Varsily Shop lost the nightcap, 6-1.

Colleen McGovern (Birmingham

Groves) went all the way on the mound

for Varsity Shop. She pitched an out-
standing game, allowing one hit while
striking out two and walking three. She
blanked Sterling One, facing only 25
batters in seven innings.

But until the bottom of the fifth, it
1ooked as if McGovern wasn’t going to
get any offensive punch from her team-
mates. Varsity Shop and Sterling One
went into the bottom of the fifth dead-
locked at 0-0. Both teams had only one
hit each.

MARK BITKOWSKI (Birmingham
Groves) led off the Varsity Shop half of

Leafs draft

ex-Rice icer

By BRAD EMONS

Livonia's Hugh Larkin is the type of
hackey player NHL teams are looking
for these days.

He's big (6-foot-2, 200 pounds), strong
and can skate. He also likes to dig the
puck out and takes pride in playing de-
fense.

Those are just some of the reasons
why the 17-year-old is now property of
the Toronto Maple Leafs. Larkin has
been invited to the Leafs’ camp in Aug-
ust after being drafted in the fifth
round.

A right winger, Larkin spent last
winter going to high school and playing
for the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds of
the Ontario Major Junior A Hockey
League (OMJAHL).

“Hugh has a terrific opportunity to
turn pro,” said his neighbor and former
Bantam League coach Adam Mitchell.
“He likes to work the corners. He
works well with the guy in the slot.

“It's quite an honor for an American
to be drafted that high.”

Larkin grew up in Livonia and at-
tended St. Maurice and St. Michael
schools. He attended Birmingham
Brother Rice for three years and
moved up to the Soo his senior year.

“] learned a lot my first year,” he

. said. “It was really fast. It was Tough,
hard hitting. You learn to get toughina
hurry.”

ALTHOUGH LARKIN'S team fin-
ished 11th out of 12 teams, scouts,
namely Jerry McNamara of Toronto,
were impressed with his potential.

Larkin scored 10 goals and drew 13
assists under the tutelage of former
NHL player Terry Crisp, who coaches
the Greyhounds.

“He (Crisp) knows a lot 'of people,”

said Larkin. “He played for the (Phila-
delphia) Flyers when they won the
Stanley Cup.

“P've increased my speed since I've
been with him. I like the way he (Crisp)
teaches the game.”

If Larkin does mot sign with the
Leafs, he said he'll return this fall to
play for the Soo. The big right winger
recently turned down scholarship of-
fers from Michigan State, Michigan
Tech and Ohio State.

Larkin often traveled over 100 miles
a day, going from home and school to
play hockey for the Windsor Royals in
the Junior B League.

He started playing the game at the
age of six.

Under Mitchell, he was a member of
the Michigan Sharks that won the state
and national Bantam (13-14 years) ti-
tles.

Another member of that team was
goalie Chris Sabo from Detroit Catholic
Central, who recently accepted a full-
ride baseball scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Michigan.

“Hugh scored goals as a Bantam and
was always big for his age group,” said
Mitchell, formerly of Livonia Churchill
and now head coach at UM-Dearborn.

"HE'S A very good skater and has
turned into an aggressive player. It's
seems he’s moved up the ladder so fast.

“To go that high and be so young is
really something.

“T've known him for a long time and
he's just a super young individual —
somebody you'd like your son tc be.”

This summer Larkin is running and
“looking for a place to play.”

In two months he'll be back en the
ice with someday a chance to perform
at Maple Leaf Gardens.

Surf topples Village

Beth Saunders broke two Village
Athletic Club records but Bloomfield
Surf Swim Club emerged as a 336-223
Northwest Suburban Swim League
(NSSL) winner last Thursday. Saunders
set records in winning the 15-17 girls’
100-meter freestyle (1:03.97), breaking
her own pool record, and shattered the
team's 50-meter butterfly mark (32.1)
— arecord that had stood for 12 years.

Kurt Maczei surpassed his own team
record in the 15-17 boys' 50-meter
backstroke (31.4), but finished second

Area spo

Darin Edelheit of West

behind Surf’s Rob Mackle.

Four other Village swimmers were
double-winners in the meet.

Mike Vetter won the boys’ 9-10 50-
meter backstroke (44.0) and 50-meter
free (35.2); Cris MacMillan took the 11-
12 girls' 50-meter free (31.7) and 50-
meter breaststroke (41.0); Mike Schuler
won the 11-12 boys’ 50-meter free (31.2)
and 50-meter breast (40.8); and Nancy
MacMillan captured the 13-14 girls’ 50-
meter fly (34.2) and 50-meter free
(3.1).

ris shorts

letters from Kal o0 College were,

won the junior boys' 12-years-and-un-
der singles title in the recent Automo-
bile Club of Michigan's “Summer of
Tennis” tournament at Beverly Hills
Racquet Club.

Edelheit defeated Eric Wolin of Ann
Arbor in the finals 6-0, 6-0.

Ed Waits, Southfield-Lathrup High
School tennis coach and Beverly Hills
resident, was the tournament director.

LETTERS FROM KALAMAZOO

Area residents who received varsity

Softball squad triumphs.

Michigan Diversified Insurance
(MDI) of Southfield battled back with
27-¢ and 11-6 victories over Eastiund
Concrete of Lansing to win the recent
Derby Day Men’s Slowpitch Tourna-
ment in Reed City.

MDI, coached by Buck Jerzy, won six
of seven games in the 16-team dauble-
elimination tourney.

MDI lost to Eastlund, 4-3, in the
finals of the winner's bracket before
rallying in the final two games.

Racquet club

Racquetball — unknown to most
adults in the '60s, but by the late
"70s it had become one of the fastest
growing  sports in the country.
Adults flocked to the new racquet-
ball center that just opened down
the street to pound a rubber ball off
the wall.

Now it's the '80s, and although
racquetball centers still pack in
aduits most of the year, during the
summer months the crowds dwin-
dle.

One local racquetball en-
trepreneur has battled this drop in
attendance by appealing to an un-
tapped source — children.
SOUTHFIELD RACQUETIME,
26400 W. 12 Mile, just completed the

w first session of its Special Youth
S Program. Children, 17-years-and-

from Birmingham, Michael Asher in
men's baseball and Jeanne Shalvoy in
archery; from Bloomfield Hills Judith
Johnson in archery and Doug Van Zo-
eren in men's track; from West Bloom-
field, Dan Jones and Dan Sawyer in
men's track, and Randall Jacobs in
men’s tennis; from Orchard Lake,
Claire Bryant in women's track; and
from Southfield, Fran Bruder in wom-
en'’s tennis. .

MDI shortstop Eddie Collins was
named the tournament’s Qutstanding
Defensive Player and Most Valuable
Player. He batted a torrid .926 (25-for-
27)in
seven games, including 11 home runs
and 25 runs batted in. Teammate Jerty
Walters added 10 home runs and hit

759,

PICO Bulldogs, another Southfield
softball team, placed fifth in the tour-
nament.

attracts youth

under, are offered racquetball les-
sons at a cost of $15 per session.

Sessions consist of four two-hour
classes. Racquets and court time
are included in the price. Each class
is limited to a maximum of 10, with
two age divisions: 12-and-under and
13-17.

-A second Special Youth Program
session starts today, with both
morning (9-11 am.) and afternoon
(1-3 p.m.) classes. The classes are on
Mondays and Wednesdays, continu-
ing on July 23,28 and 30.

As an added incentive, all chil-
dren taking lessons will get half-off
for court time during the dates the
class runs (July 21-30). For.more in-

formation, call Southfield Racque- -

time at 358-2040.

girls clinch fastpitch erown

the inning with a walk. Karen Crawfis
(Birmingham Groves) followed with a
single, moving Bitkowski to third base.

With runners at the corners, Varsity
Shop coach Steven Crane sent Crawfis
from first. Bitkowski took off for home
on the throw to second. Crawiis was
safe at second, and Bitkowski scored on
a wild relay to the plate. Crawfis

moved to third on the error.

Carol Patrick (Birmingham
Seaholm) then walked, giving Varsity
Shop runners at first and third again.
You guessed it, Crane sent Patrick
from first and Crawfis from third on
the double steal. The throw down to
second was wild, and Crawfis scored.
Patrick took off for third where she

was waved in by Crane. Another bad
throw, and Varsity Shop had a 3-0 lead.
And that was all McGovern needed.
The win means that Varsity Shop
will not have to play in a qualifying
round to the Great Lakes American
Softball Association Regional Tourna-
ment. The Birmingham team, as
league champiqn, has an automatic bye

to the tournament, which will be July
25, 26 and 27 at Madison Heights Bish-
op Faley.
Varsity Shop will compete in another
tournament this week, playing a first-
round game in the Bishop Foley Tour-
nament tomorrow. The local team's op-
ponent will be either Royal Oak Don-
dero/Kimball or Warren Cousino.

EYESTIVALS

During the month of July, Steak
and Ale presents the finest in Alaskan
King Crab for # luscious, summer
dining experience. Featuring our King
Crab Feast and Steak & King Crab at
a very special price. $9.95.

SOUTHFIELD
24666 Northwestern » 353-7448

Pearls

469 S. Woodward, B’ham.

Mon.-Thuss. 11-10p.m. «Fri. 11-11 p.m

Garden

the Finestin Chinese
& American Cuisine

644-2913

Sat. 12-11p.m.+Sun. 12-10p.m

There's music
single night,

It's live Monday through
Saturday
and Disco on Sunday.

Troy Hilfon Inn
Maple Rd. at Stephenson Hwy.
Troy, Michigan
313) 583.9000

MADISON HTS.
32750 Dolly Madison « 588-4450

FARMINGTON HILLS
27590 Orchard Lake Rd. » 496-8440

Reservations Accepted

Copyright 1850 Steak and Ale Restaurants of America. in¢
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DETROIT EXPRESS
Wed., July 23 - 7:30 PM

AT THE SILVERDOME

Cotfee .. : Barbequed
'FULL CARRY:OUTSERVIC|
+ SENIOR CITIZENS *

ONE-HALF PRICE BETWEEN
3-5pm.

Sparerib

Fair and Bargain Days.
Exhibits range from

photography, glass work,

jewelry, hand made
musical instruments, and
basket weaving to various
types of sculpture.
Some artists will
have demostrations
of their craft.

The Fair runs from
9am. to 10 p.m.
and on Saturday
from 9 a.m. to

£

6 p.m.. Sponsored
by the State
Street Area
Association.

Come enjoy a day at Ann
Arbor’s State Street Area Art

paintings, drawings, fiber arts,

us-23
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cooked to your order, served along side a generous
portion of succulent Alaskan king crab leg. And

of course it includes a fresh green salad, bread &
butter and your choice of baked potato, French
fries or rice. And at a very special $8.95.

What 2 blend of tastes! You get our tender prime rib,$

Thisis

26855 Greenfleld Road
Southfleld, 557-0570
durlng

dinner

PRIME RIB AND CRAB

COMPLETE DINNER

Prime RIb and Alaskan
King Crab dinner-at 3
special saving price
Sunday thru Thursday

Call today
for reservatlons.

Valid through September 11, 1980.

.95

our regular

our regular
hours.




