Sometimes, we run after the wrong gods

Why are there so many references recently to

HYSTERIA CAN be prevented by believing there

Alice in Wonderland and the Wizard of 0z?

Kansas tornadoes are not noticed by most of the
nation, Judy Garland is long gone, and robots in
an(omated planes surpass the wonders of. the Tin

Ma

lt gradua]ly dawned on me that speakers are
sending us a subtle message by referring to the
dream world of Alice. I would rather be direct.
Let’s be alert to our temptation to retreat into fan-
tasy when problems seem nverwhelmmg

moral
jperspectives
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are magical solutions to real problems. Agitation
can be calmed by assigning blame to bad guys.

A new day is promised by combining religion and

litics in a campaign to reclaim the social order
defined by founders of nation and church.

The heart of the matter lies in a mistaken defini-
tion of the human problem. Pnpular religio-politico
jargon assumes the enemy is atheism. Godless
Communism is viewed as a hidden power behind
the destruction of our dreams.

A certain type of religion is combining with a
certain stant in politics to entice us with magic.
Campaigners indicate our next president will wave
amagic wand to resotre decency, order and piety.

Simplistic slogans create fervor when the power
of the Almighty is added to them.

PRIMATIVE relgion has always been popular.
People develop superstitions to provide protection
from fears. Rituals arise to sustain social customs
lhat give stability. Irrational beliefs create securi-

oping pollulan's

There are hints we have been outgrowing the pri-
mative in recent centuries. Religion and politics
have been shaped by real thinkers.

Both pulpits and soap boxes have been occupied deepen fears,

by people gifted with the capacity to reason. There
have been solid debates about rational differences
of opinion and genumely intellectual issues.

The hope for magic, however, never recedes far
into the background. We are beset by threats more
awesome than witches and goblins.

A nuclear holocaust makes war unthinkable, but
we keep flirting with it. Technology threatens to
make our planet uninhabitable, but we keep devel-

No economic system seems capable of dealing
with ruthlessness by those controlling vital re-
sources. Street crime and terrorism spread and

Prophets in ancient Biblical times did not make
this mistake. The trouble is not atheism but idolo-
try. The key human problem is not dismissing God
but running after the wrong gods.

Supalstmon is poor religion because it gives cos-
mic power to trivial acts or customs. Walkmg un-
der a ladder or having a black cat cross one’s path
is assumed to have eternal influence on destiny.

Tossing salt over the shoulder or knocking on
wood promises magical protection.

Now, really. What kind of god pays attention to
such foolishness? We attribute to the deity worse
eyesight than the proverbial blind umpire and less
sense than the village idiot.

THE WAY TO mature religion and reasonable
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politics is clear. Let us name our fears. Let us name
our visions. Then we can attack evil head-on and
pursue good with ennobling passion.

Our problem is that we worship idols. We don't
call it worship because we limit worship to certain
postures, feelings and words.

Idols capture our allegiance and define worth.
Loyally to values is the real meaning of worship.

Idolotry in worshipping the body is clear in the
prestige we give to leaders in the entertainment
and sports world. Idolotry in worshipping power
shows in defining the way to peace as the busmes
of the “Defense Department.”

We worship systems instead of using them as
tools for greater ends.

Moral decline is not caused by some foreign ide-
ology. Pogo said it well: “We have met the enemy
and he isus.”

We don't need magic to take care of devils and
bogy-men. We don't need fantasy to describe our i . .
goals. We need vibrant vision and rational rituals. le.ire“d ?: l;:-f(:rl:: e:,s s:‘;:ﬂ
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