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"Step on a crack, preak your
Mother’s back.”

“Hold your breath when you pass 3
cemetery.” .

“If she stands on a spider, the rain
falls beside ‘er.”

“Lady bug, lady bug, fly away
home.”

These and other jokes, riddles, and
sayings are part of the culture of child-
hood. Usually it is transmitted from
child to child and the superstitions and
games remain quite stable.

Occassionally adults try to get in on
the act. Sharing the past and recreating
it with your child can be a source of
great pleasure for you both. But, pass-
ing on childhood lore is difficult when
years of other thoughts have intruded.
Only bits and pieces of a favorite game
may be remembered.

One of the most enduring games
played by children is 2 string game
calied Cat's Cradle. By tying a string
into a loop, many designs can be creat-
ed by twisting the string around the fin-
gers. Ususally played with a partner, it
is the perfect game to pass along to the
younger set. The trouble is figuring out
how to do the looping.

by

-Pat Bordman

NOW THERE IS a kit complete with
a book of explanation and a fancy
string to use. The book contains dozens
of designs from the most basic to the
very complex. It is illustrated with
photographs using children’s hands.

The accompanying string is one of
the best for creating these sometimes
confusing, sometimes funny designs. It
is multicolored, smooth and soft. Best
of all, it is the exact length needed and
there are no knots in it!

This boxed set is called Cat's Cradles
and Other String Figures, by Joost
Elffer and Michael Schuyt. Published
by Penguin Books, its cost is a little
high at $9.95, but it would be a lovely
gift for an aduit to share with a child.

Patricta Bordman, a freelance
writer and photographer, has
taught elementary school and con-
ducted workshops and lectures on
education. She is a Master’s Degree
candidate at Oakland University,
specializing in Early Childhood.

Mrs. Bordman welcomes sugges-
tions and comments. Please write
her c/o the Observer-Eccentric
Newspaper, 36251 Schoolcraft Rd.,
Livonia 48150. © PATRICIA BORD-

Two generations linking hands
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Library has language aids

! and English pr lessons for
Hmongs are among materials recently acquired
from the Washington-based Center for Applied Lin-
guistics.
Materials are designed for adults and students.
The library, at 210 W. University in Rochester,
also will interloan books in foreign languages for

. Language materials to assist fami-
lies newly arrived in the United States are now
available through the audio visual section of the
Avon Township Public Library Children’s Depart-
ment.

Vietnamese phrase books with accompanying

casselte tapes, English-Lao and English-Khmer

any residents who desire them.

Manufacturing
Makes the Difference
45th Annual
August Fur Sale

up to 40% OFF

Duty & Sales Tax Refundable,
Plus Exchange on U.S. Funds,
Currently 14%.
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FREE

Educational Sennar

“HOW YOU CAN
BUY A HOME”

7:30 P.M. Tuesday, August 5

Two-hour, non-selling session pro-
vides basic information on home-
buying from saving for downpay-
ment to closing the deal. Experts
explain and answer affordability,
finding the right home, methods of
financing and many others.

Presented as a public service by

Western Wayne
Oakland County Board of Realtors

Scheduled at 24125 Drake Road
in Farmington Hills
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