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Area sailor tastes the salt

By BOB GROSS

AFT — Toward the rear of the boat; in back of the boat or at the|

back of the boat.

BOOM — A horizontal pole running along the bottom edge ofa

sail.
BOW — The front of the boat.

LEEWARD — The direction the wind is blowing toward. To sail

to leeward is to sail before the wind.

JIB — A triangular sail stretching from the mast to the
bowsprit or the bow (sec diagram). The jib is used when sailing

against the wind.

MAINSAIL — A triangular sail stretching from the rear of the

mast aft and down to a boom (see diagram).

MAST — A vertical pole which supports a boat’s sails.
PORT — The left side of the boat; to the left.

SPAR — A pole which supports rigging.

SPINNAKER — A large, balloonlike sail set on a spar that
swings out opposite the mainsail. A spinnaker is used on racing
yachts when running before the wind, or to leeward.

STARBOARD — The right side of the boat; to the right.

STERN — The rear of the boat.

TACK — 1. The position of the wind relative to the boat's sails.
When the wind is coming over the right side of the boat, the boat is
on the starboard tack. 2. The act of changing from one tack to
another. When a boat sails against the wind, it zigzags, or tacks, as
close as possible to the direction from which the wind is blowing.

WINDWARD — The direction from which the wind is blowing.

Charity golf tourney
planned for Glen Oaks

Hills isn't exactly what
you'd call a yachtsman's paradise.

Just take one good, deep breath. You
might catch a whiff of a lake breeze,
but nowhere is there the salty tang of
the sea.

So how did Barry Douglas, a 1976
graduate of Bloomfield Hills Lahser,
end up spending nine months sailing on
Clipper, one of the 12-meter yachts
contending for the right to defend the
upcoming America’s Cup?

Well, it's a long story, almost as long
in its own right as is the distance from
Bloomfield Hills to Newport, RI,
where the trials are held.

“I started sailing,” said Douglas, “ac-
tuaily at camp when I was 7 or 8.

“My family had about a 25-footer,”
he said, “and we raced a little bit with
that boat, and I started racing with
some people I met down at the yacht
club.

“JF YOU'RE A good crew member,”
he continued, “word of mouth travels
that you're a good crew member, and
you're able to get on ather boats.”

Douglas started racing in more pres-
tigious competitions as that word of

mouth traveled. He crewed on boats in
several different Port Huron to Macki-
Dac races.

And in 1978, he crewed on Agape in
the Canada’s Cup series contested in
the Great Lakes, That experience was
the start of Douglas’ transition from
freshwater sailor to “seadog.”

The Agape crew included Paul Fuchs
of Grosse Pointe and L.J. Edgecombe
of California. Both men had sailed with
Ted Turner, the skipper of the 12-meter
yacht Courageous, the holder of the last
America’'s Cup, the skipper of the
ofshore racing craft Tenacious and the
owner of the Atlanta Braves and Atlan-
ta Flames baseball and hockey teams.

Douglas took off from school follow-
ing the Canada’s Cup — he's a senior
majoring in mechanical engineering at
Stanford University — and went south
for the winter with Fuchs and
Edgecomb to race in the Southern
Ocean Racing Circuit.

THROUGH FUCHS and Edgecombe,
Douglas met Turner. He earned a berth
on Turner's Tenacious before the win-
ter was over.

Word of mouth kept working for
Douglas. Turner recomended him to
Russell Long, the skipper of the
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Glen Oaks Golf and Country Club in
Farmington Hills will host the semifi-
nals of the annual Metropolitan Detroit
Walter Hagen Junior Golf Champion-
ship for boys and girls ages 13-18 on
Aug. 5.

Sponsored by the American Cancer
Society, the Walter Hagen Junior Tour-
nament seeks to prepetuate the mem-
ory of golfer Walter Hagen, while rais-
ing money to support cancer control
programs in the Detroit area.

There will be separate play for boys
and girls. Age groups will be split with
a masters division for golfers ages 13-
15 and a golden masters for partici-
pants ages 16-18.

The top three golfers in each division
at each course will proceed to the

finals Aug. 12 at Salem Hills Golf Club
in Northville. Separate awards will
also be presented to the best three golf-
ers in each division at each course.

Tournaments also will be played at
Rochester Goli Club, Springfield Oaks
Golf Club in Holly, Oakridge Golf Club
in Lennox Township, and Godwin Golf
Club in South Lyon.

The entry fee of $20 also entitles the
golfer to participate in a clinic con-
ducted by Randy Erskine, the Michigan
Open champion, Aug. 8 at Gedwin Glen.

Entry forms are available at most
public and private courses and at the
American Cancer Soclety office at
29500 Southfield Road, Southfield. Ad-
ditional information may be obtained
by calling 557-5353, Ext. 1lor15.
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Clipper. Douglas tried out for the boat
and made it.

Douglas started training with Long's
crew in September, flying coast-to-
coast from California to Rhode Island
to go sailing on the weekends, He was
with Long from September through the
June America’s Cup Trials.

Douglas’ story, through the June tri-
als, had a fairy tale quality — not
discounting all the hard work he put in
along the way.

But the fairy tale doesn't have a hap-
py ending.

Clipper didn't do as well as some
people expected in the June trials and
in the resulting shakeup, Douglas was
dropped from the crew.

“Clipper didn't do so hot in the June
trials,” said Douglas, “so they decided
to make a lot of major modifications.”

Which was a big disappointment af-
ter nine months of hard work.

“We gave everything we could to the
program,” said Douglas, “and I feit we
got cheated by the people running the
program.”

SO IT’'S BACK to freshwater for a
while — Douglas had a ride lined up for
this past weekend’s Port Huron to
Mackinac race.

That race is a little different.from
the America’s Cup Trials, and not just
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because of a difference in the salinity
of the water. The Port Huron to Macki-
Dac race, as the name suggests, is from
one point on the map to another — a
distance race.

The America’s Cup Trials — and the
America’s Cup itself — are contested
over a closed course.

“Supposedly the closed course thing,”
said Douglas, “is supposed to have
more sailing skill involved, rather than
the long distance race where there's
navigation, knowing the weather pat-
terns and a little bit of luck.”

There’s also a lot less specialization
on a long distance boat. A crew mem-
ber on a boat in the Port Huron to
Mackinac race would be expected to
pitch in wherever needed.

A member of the crew of a 12-meter
yacht sailing a closed course race is
one cog of a highly trained, 11-man
team. He has a specific job to do, day in
and day out.

DOUGLAS WAS A port tailer on the
Clipper. That job involves “shaping the
sail (either the jib or the spinnaker, de-
pending on wind direction) with various
techniques, pulling on different corners
of the sail to adapt the sail to the wind,
changing the angle of attack to the

(Continued on Page 3C)
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Other Patio Beauties

PATIO & PORCH
GLIDER

All models on display
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« Intrusion, panic, fire & smoke alarms
Signalling & intercom apparatus
« Antenna, video tape recorder & "ONTV” distribution
« Stereo system components, wiring & remote control
« Custom panels for any conceivable remote control application

4925 Orcherd Lake Rd.
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KARNEY DERDERIAN

COMICBOOK ARD
CARD SHOW

July 26-27

For family fun and a touch of nostalgia,
come to Comicbook and Card Show.
Forty dealers will display and sell
comicbooks, baseball and football cards,
and big littlebooks, with many items

dating back to the 1930's.

Special guests will be available to sign

autographs:
Sat,, July 26,2-4 pm Joe Ginsberg,

former Tiger catcher
Art Houtteman,

6-8 pm
former Tiger

Sun,, July 27 1-4 pm  Bob Feller

former pitcher for the
Cleveland Indians and a

member
of the Baseball Hall of

Fame.

See a collection of original comicbook artwork
featuring the work of such cartoonists as Neal

Adams and Bernie Wrightson.
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Homelite 150
Chain Saw

Model No. 150 Autematlc

Regularly $199.95

WORLD'S BEST CHAIN SAW VALUE
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Weldwood §iurbndgs PRE-CAST|
lap siding GEMENT
50¢ Sq. Ft. STEPS
16" Lengths - prime e -
rustic wood grain 6% - 36

Now only
with 16" power 95 y
tip bar & chain $179
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SOFTWOOD

Our best grade K.D.
2x4-7 STUDS

99% ...

SELECT YOUR
OWN FROM OUR
IN-STORE STOCK

Mortar
80# bag

GIBRALTAR REDI-MIX CEMENT

P

Cement

3299 .
BAG C.C. 90#bag

]

Store Hours
Monday thru Friday
9am.-8p.m.

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD

GA 2-1000

Shed open Monday, Thurs., Fri. til 8 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m.-5p.m.
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Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.




