Brad Emons
Writes....

Sports junkies gather in area

Those cards were keepem

T kept kicking myself Friday morn-
ing as I browsed through the 10th annu-
al Midwest Sports Collectors Show at
the Plymouth Hilton.

This gathering of sports junkies
couldn’t have been real. I was mad
with envy because I wasn't a part of
the trading, buying and selling of sports
memorabilia.

1 collected baseball cards as a
youngster — quite a few in fact. But
somehow [ lost all those cards or may
have even thrown them in the garbage
when I got older.

It was a very careless mistake be-
cause in today's world, sports memora-
bilia has real intrinsic value.

There over 200 tables set up in the
Plymouth Inn ballroom with cards,
pennants, jerseys, programs, guides
and other various sports paraphernalia.

For an fee of only $1, you could see
just about every sports souvenir under
the sun.

The show started on 2 small scale 10
years ago at the old Detroit Hilton Ho-

tel.

“We had about 20 tables set up and a
few hundred people at our first show,”
said one of the originators, Lloyd To-
erpe of Flint. "It lasted for two days. It
was siich 2 small scale then, more re-
gional and localized.”

‘The Midwest Sports Collectors Show
is much bigger today — one of the top
five in the country, according to most
out-of-towners.

Toerpe estimates that 5,000 sports
fanatics breezed through the turnstiles
this year.

“IT'S A HOBBY for me, but it's a
{ittle bigger than that for other guys,”
he said, “We moved here two years ago
because it was getting so big. We had to
go to a larger room.”

John Stirling of Indianapolis rented a
table along the wall for $30. He gave
up his share of a family funeral busi-
ness in January to open Johnny's Sports
Nostalgia, a shop on the south side of
town.

“This seemed like a lot more fun,”
said Stirling, who specializes in base-
ball cards. “T've been collecting for 13
years, but the value of these cards real-
ly started going up about a year ago.

“If I can do this and make a living,
‘why not?"

Murf Denny and his wife, Pat, tra-
veled 764 miles from Brule, Wis. to
trade and sell.

Denny takes care of selling jerseys
and pro media guides of nearly every
sport. Among his collection is a home
jersey worn by Chicago Bulls center

Artis Gilmore, with the last name
printed on the back. He also displayed
a few authenticated pro football hel-

mets.

He also sells an assortment of pen-
nants, patches and buttons.

“I spend about 50 hours a week get-
ting ahold of this stuff,” said Denny,
who works a regular job at Greyhound
Bus Lines.

DENNY SAID he made “‘about $400"
at a show recently in Minneapolis. He
has a price list for every one of his
items.

“My kids think it's boring,” Deany
said, “but I have a lot of fun. The long
drive is worth it.”

Owen Ricker flew in from Toronto
via Regina, Saskatchewan to display
his items.

“It’s strictly a hobby and an annual
excursion,” he said. “I collect guides,
cards and books. The Canadian football
things I bring in seem to be popular.”

As 1 was conversing with Ricker, a
customer inquired about a 1972 Grey
Cup football program and eventually
purchased the item, after some barter-
ing, for $3.

Ricker has a program from the 1619
World Series — in which the Chicago
Black Sox participated — worth $500.

It’s one of his prized possessions.

Roger Meyer, another visitor to
Plymouth from Acton, Mass., likes to
buy and sell in various publications.

“I bought an All-American Football
Conference 1349 record manual for $2
in 1976. It's now worth $65. Don't ask
me why.,”

Meyer said a 1954 single baseball
card with Ted Williams' face on it has
a value of $1,000 today.

“Those kind of cards are hard to
find,” he said. “The Williams’ cards
have grown by leaps and bounds. The
Hall of Famers seem to be pretty popu-
lar.”

A 1955 AL KALINE model was going
for the rate of $9. Hank Aaron cards
were worth more than $100, depending
on the year.

My father, a St. Louis Cardinals fan
at one time, once told me that it was a
bad deal to trade a Stan Musial card
for Mickey Mantle.

Stan “The Man" goes for about $9 to-
day. A 1954 Mickey Mantle card, pub-
lished by the Bowman Co., was worth
about $2,200 at the Midwest Sports Col-
lectors Show.

Mickey, where are you?
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Steve Nickerson, 14, of Canton Township discusses

baseball card

strategy with Linda Nickerson (center) and brother Jason (far right) at

the Sports Collectors Show. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)
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