Live
warmer,
naturally

By LORAINE MecCLISH

Mary Jo and Dick Griffith, who traded
condo living in the city for a 10-acre plot in
Northville a few years ago, stumbled into
their own solution to save energy.

The couple heated their near-4,000 square
foot home in a rural strip along Nine Mile
throughout the entire winter of 1979-80 with
a wood-burning stove bought “to take the
chill off the basement,” Mrs. Griffith said.

It was installed last September.

“We couldn't believe that Christmas had
come and gone and we hadn’t turncd the
furnace on yet,” Mrs. Griffith said from her
all-electric home.

“Then it became something of a chal-
lenge to see how long this would go on. It
got to be a game with us.”

The electric bill for February 1979 was
$200. The same bill for February this year
was $45.

THE GRIFFITHS' spacious basement
was designed and furnished to house a sit-
ting room with fireplace and piano.

An adjoining ell is used for Mrs. Griffith’s
spinning wheel and loom, which she uses
partaking in her favorite indoor pastime.
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Mary Jo Griffith burns trash in the basement wood-burning stove that provided heat for her whole house all last winter.

Heat from the stove replaced a fireplace and electrical heating. (Staff photo by Randy Borst)

Off to one side of the basement is a dark
room for Griffith's hobby of photography.
But as the.weather grew colder, the Grif-
fiths were spending less and less time down-
stairs because it wasn't warm enough.

“The fireplace just wasn't doing it,” Mrs.
Griffith said, “even though we had plenty of
good dried wood to use we had stockpiled
while elearing off some of the land.”

Their Timberline wood-burning stove was
installed for a total of $800, which included
installation costs.

The only other expense for the couple was
plugging up the fireplace with insulation.

“All-electric homes are built air-tight
which probably explains why we got as
much heat as we did,” she said.

“But now now we're using the fireplace
as a wood box. That is an expensive wood

. box.”

WHEN THE Griffiths bought their woed-
burning stove, they were offered an oven-
attachment that fits on its top, but Mrs.

Griffith declined, thinking she'd never use
it.
She has, however, put soups and stews on
top of the stove, without its oven, with
rather phenomenal success.

“T think the foods cooked faster than if I
had had them upstairs on the range,” she
said.

This spring, more dead trees were weed-
ed out of the couple’s land. The back yard
holds 30 cords of wood in readiness for the
winter. .

“We're going to start playing our game

f

all over again next September,” she said.

The American
Ventilation Asso-
ciations report a
ceiling fan allows you
to feel 10 degrees
cooler in Hot
Weather than still 5%
air at the same temperature. Re-
circulates warm air in cold weather.
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1891 Plantation Ceiling Fans
Save $50°°

RIOBDIC STOVE

Black Bart

Freestanding or Fireplace

available today. 750 CFM
Fanevariable speed con-
trolemany col-
orsswood or
coal

Ali Brass Finish Reg. $279.00 SALE ®229%
Eggshell White Finish Reg. $239.00 SALE $189%°
Brown Finish Reg. $239.00 SALE *189% EMERGENCY STANDBY
ELECTRICAL
GENERATOR SYSTEMS

Air TightsUL ListedsThe Largest
heat exchanger blower system

Complete IsLIne from 2500
to 10,000 watts. Transfer
systems Installed from

leat Source for the 80's....
TETCO

Replace your present heating system
with a Geothermo Heat Extractor. Heats
your home 25 cheaper than natural gas.
Full tax credit.

Insert

CORONA PORTABLE
KEROSENE SPACE

They burn clean and odor free In any
g Inclosed area. Engineered to burn with-
5% out venting and are completely portable

HEATERS

! U.L. Listed and ap-

: proved for Mobile
Homes. Meets HUD re-
quirements. Cook top
surface, air tight, cast
door, forced air fan.

b *ICBO Listed
' - «5 Colors

549.00

fuel costs are going up
and by using the sun's
free energy to heat
your pool, you're pro-

Heats entire home.
For Domestic hot
water, green house,

tected from the ever | swimming pool,
increasing utility rates | apartment and
and cutting your total morel 100,000 to
pool heating soct. 140,000 BTU's.

Wood, Solar, Wind and Water Specialists

We carry a complete line of stainless
steel class A all Fuel Chimney pipes
and installation kits. Approved for Res-
idential, Commercial and Industrial ap-

plications.
Let us help you conserve Energy
and Money Today!
652-8330 ROCHESTER
p 421 Main




