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Monday, July 28, 1980

Our Solution to
The Energy Problem!

(Recreational bicycling specialists)
-with over 8 years experience-

Hours M.T.W.S. 10-6
Th.F. 10-8
MC & Visa

3951 Telegraph Rd.

1/10 Mile N. of L.ong Lake Rd

Bloomfield Hills
645-9053

52" Brass

* ALL METAL . NO PLASTIC PARTS
ALL METAL CONSTRUCTION
FEATURING BRASS PLATED

I==BEAUTIRIL SOUD —
- WOOD WALNUT RNISHED
BLADES WITH BRASS
IRONS

EXCLUSIVE
PULL CHAIN REVERSE
SWIICH

# 3 YEAR GUARANIEE

LGHT OPTIONAL 1995

w LISTED

The Only Ceiling Fan
You Reverse by a Pulll

To get air circulation without feeling a draft.

Aliows use in any locatlon . .. Summer and Winter.

A Brass Fan With Everything

* POLlS’HED BRASS # ANTIQUE BRASS * BRASS & WHITE « BRONZE

Si

ALE $2999

MFG. SUGG. LIST $465.00

Financing L.ay-away
Mon., Thurs,, Fri. 'til 9
Tues., Weds., Sat. "tlll 5:30

3

22755 Greenfield

THE {at 9 Mile) Southfield
557-0980

Begin right here

Many people have read or received infor-
mation about the energy crisis. Everyone
has experienced the results of this complex
problem — a large increase in the cost of
the energy we use, That comes out of your
pockets. :

Expengive energy-saving suggestions
have been getting most of the publicity for
the past several years. But there are good
low-cost and even free ideas. The U.S. De-
partment of Energy has selected some mea-
sures that offer the greatest return for the
least effort and expense. And they won't
leave you sweltering, freezing or groping in
the dark. -

By following all the suggestions, or
whichever ones apply to you, you should be
able to save 25 percent of your fuel oil, gas
and electricity bills. At current encrgy prie-
es, these suggestions will put up to $500 a
year back into your pocket in a typical
home.

The best low-cost actions often get lost in
lists of less-lucrative tips. That's why these
ideas have been selected and given special
billing. About half of these ideas can be car-
ried out for free.

And all of them can be accomplished on
an investment of $100 or less, some of
which can be paid back through the 15 per-
cent Residential Energy Tax Credit.

Even if you are planning to insulate, add
storm windows or make other major ener-
gy-saving purchases, you should do these 11
things first. They are cost-effective. They
offer quick paybacks, and in some cases,
they will increase the savings you get when
you install insulation later.

So go to it. You can't lose on these simple
efforts, and you may ‘be pleasantly
surprised at the results.

Getting out of hot water

Actions 1-4 deal with hot water. Hot wa-
ter leads the list of low-cost opportunities,
both because it is a very expensive com-
modity and because its costs can be easily
and inexpensively reduced by 50 percent if
you apply actions 1-4.

To give you an idea of what savings you
can expect, a family of four uses 65 gallons
of hot water a day. If your water is heated
electrically, it now costs in the range of
$300 a.year.

If it is heated with gas, the annual hot
water bill is more likely $100 a year. A 50
per cent savings on hot water could mean

. $50-$150 back in your pocket each year.
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1. How to keep your shower from clean-
ing out your bank account.

Let's say that your family has a standard
shower head that releases five-six gallons
per minute. If two members of the family
take a five-minute shower every day, that's
50-60 galons of water cascading down the
drain,

Roughly 40 percent of that water is hot.
At this rate, your family will use 7,000-8,500
gallons of hot water every year at this
shower head alone,

That will cost.you $75-$100 annually if

your water heater is electric and $30-§40 if
your water heater is gas.

You can get back a hefty chunk of that
money — without taking colder or shorter
showers — by instailing a flow controller.
The flow controller is inserted between the
shower.head and the shower arm.

It reduces the flow of water to three gal-
lons per minute, while the shower continues
to give off a good spray. You can enjoy a
comfortable shower and still wind up sav-
ing one gallon of hot water per minute, or
up to 4,000 gallons of hot water a year.

That's a savings of $40 a year for electric
water heaters and $15 a year for gas water
heaters. Either way, it's a decent return for
less than $1 and a few minutes effort.

Most shower heads screw right onto the
arm or pipe that extends out from the wall.
They can be removed with a wrench. You
might want to put a cloth around the arca
where the wrench is applied so that the
shower head or shower arm is not damaged
or scarred with the wrench.

The shower head should come off easily.
If it doesn't, don’t force it, because too
much pressure might twist, pinch or break
the shower arm.

Once the shower head is removed, the
flow controller is inserted into the shower
head, large end first. Push or screw it in as
far as it will go.

The shower head is then put back on the
shower arm until it fits snugly and tightly.
If the joint leaks, try a little pipe joining
compound on the threads.

On some ball-type installations, the show-
er head is not removable from the shower
arm, and flow controllers cannot be easily
installed.

To put the water controller device on
kitchen faucets, you start by unscrewing the
aerator at the end of the spigot. The con-
troller is then pushed into the spigot pipe,
small end first.

If you do not have an aerator on the end
of your spigot, it may take a plumber to do
this job. Since calling a plumber just for
this purpose will be too expensive, you can
wait until you need the plumber for some
other reason and then ask him to put in the
controller.

2, How low can you go?

If the thermostat on your water heater is
set between 140°-160° F., you can reduce
the setting to 110°-120° and save at least
$20 a year for electric water heaters and
$10 a year for gas. If this change in thermo-
stat setting produces spotty dishes in the au-
tomatic dishwasher, or if there isn’t enough
hot water for all the houseliold needs, you
can always turn the dials back up a little.
The lower the setting you can accept, the
more money you will save. .

Anybody with a screwdriver and five
minutes to spare can reset the water healer
thermostat. At the front of most water heat-
ers, there are one or two plates held on by
SCrews.

Turn off the circuit breaker if you
have an electric water heater and then re-
move the plates. Push back the insulation
and you will see the thermostat,

It will either have numerical settings or
simply the designations “high,” “medium"
or "“low.” Reset the thermostat to 120° or
“low.” After replacing the insulation and
reinstalling the metal plates, turn the cir-
cuit breaker to its ““on” position.

There is a myth that lowering the tem-
perature of hot water only causes people to
use more of it, and therefore, that nothing is
saved. The fact is, dialing down the thermo-
stat saves money in two important ways.

1t reduces the amount of costly hot water
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