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‘irefighters petition

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor
Farmington Hills firefighters have
overcome the first hurdle in their cam-
paign for a city-run emergency medi-
cal service.

City Clerk Floyd Cairns notified the
City Council Monday evening that the
firefighters had submitted petitions
with 3,900 signatures. .

If a sufficient number of the signa-
tures are verified as legal, a question
will go on the November ballot asking
voters to approve implementation of
such a service.

Presently, Farmington Hills relies
on privately run carrier service that is
spread across several cities.

The firefighters, led by Richard Mar-
inucei, say they haven't any qualms

Michigan cities
eye Farmington’s
public safety

By MARY GNIEWEK

Several Michigan cities are looking
at Farmington's public safety depart-
ment this year as a model of a success-
fully combined police/fire service that
saves tax dollars in the long run.

Proponents of the public safety con-
cept, in which officers are cross
trained in police and fire prevention
work, say its sayings are long term.
Some of the greatest savings aren't dol-
lars and cents as much as worker pro-
ductivity.

“Instead of sitting in a fire barn, we
put our men on the street. I think it
accounts for our relatively low crime
rate,” said Lt. John Santomauro.

Farmington's 23 public safety offi-
cers might be called to extinguish a
house fire or arrest a shoplifter de-
pending on the turn of eventsina given
day. Three to five public safety cars
patrol the city's three square miles
around the clock. "%

“Seventy-five percent of our fires
can be knocked out with a fire extin-
guisher by public safety officers who
can respond quicker than a truck —
and cheaper,” Santomauro said.

For big fires, off-duty personnel are
called back to work and other depart-
ments, like Farmington Hills, provide
additional manpower.

“We find the frequency of call-back
is rare,” Santomauro said.

PUBLIC SAFETY has worked in
Farmington since 1957 when the city
disbanded its volunteer fire depart-
ment and began cross training officers.

Because the force grew with the city,
Farmington avoided labor disputes
with unions representing separate po-
lice and fire interests — a pitfall many
departments converting today must
face, especially in labor-strong areas.

“Farmington provides good basic po-
lice and fire protection,” Santomauro
said. ) .

. For that reason, recently converted
departments -like Centerline and
Grosse Pointe have used Farmington
as a role model.

“We're in a cross training period now
and we're extremely pleased,” said
Charles Beer, Centerline city manager.

Labor contracts are being renegoti-
ated with Centerline’s 27 police and

fire officers. No layofis are planned,
but Beer sees a reduced work force in
the city’s future.

Centerline city officials were toying
with the idea of public safety last
March. A May visit to Farmington con-
firmed their decision to move full
speed ahead. '

“The concept is probably being stud-
ied by 20 departments nationwide at all
times,” said Bob Deadman, Farming-
ton city manager.

“We always receive a lot of inquir-
ies.”

Canton Township and Grand Trav-
erse County are now studying the con-
cept. Oak Park, Beverly Hills, Fraser,
Escanaba and Huntington Woods are
recent converts to public safety.

FARMINGTON HILLS isn't consid-
ering cross training its 61 police and
eight fulltime firefighters to public
safety officers. ‘

“There's advantages and disadvan-
tages to both,” said John Nichols, chief
of police.

“As fire equipment becomes more
sophisticated and police work requires
more training, it would be difficult to
master both.”

Acting Fire Chief Tom Johnson
agrees. But Deadman doesn't buy that
theory. He believes an officer can be
trained in both fields.

“Size of the force doesn't make" it
lose its effectiveness, it simply requires
more specialists with fulltime police or
fire functions,” he said.

He cited Durham, N.C., and Sunny-
vale, Calif., perhaps the largest public
safely forces in the country with more
than 200 public safety officers on the
streets.

Economics doesn't provide much in-
centive for Farmington Hills to change.
Public safety accounts for 35 percent
of Farmington's $2.7 million operating
hudget and 36 percent of Farmington
Hills $12 million budget.

“It's very difficult to determine ex-
act financial savings because we never
had a fulltime fire department,” Dead-
man said.

“Per capita cost is where we have
savings. We bave no duplication of rank
structure, no duplication of records.”

Effectiveness of the two services il
creases,” added Bob Seifert, Farming-
ton public safety director.

Local Kennedy

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY
‘The move toward establishing an
open Democratic national “convention
in New York has aroused the support of
delegates and alternates from Oakland
County who are pledged to Senator Ed-
ward Kennedy .

An open convention which would al-
low delegates to cast their votes for
any candidate flushed out the guarded
hopes of Kennedy supporters.

“I'm all for it,” said Aldo Vagnozzi of
Farmington Hills, an alternate to the
convention,

ALDO VAGNOZZI

with the privately run services. But
they contend the record shows that
Farmington Hills personnel usually
reach an emergency situation before
the private carriers.

Under the present system, the fire-*

fighters are trained to give only 1i-
fesaving aid. Private carriers are
trained as paramedics who are qualt-
fied tq work directly with hospitals in
giving emergency aid.

OF €emergency care

Farmington Hills firefighters want
to be upgraded to that status under a
new system where they would provide
d K, 24-h 4

®

next couple of years,” said Mayor
Joann Soronen. “I've explained to them
(the firefighters) that cost is the most

S y
service.

ALTHOUGH CITY COUNCIL mem-
bers generally supported the concept,
many expressed reservations as to the
cost of such a program.

“We just won’t have the funds for the

Randy Borst)

A Scribbles salute

Seribbles the Clown, also known as Eddie Weber of Farmington
Hills, drew scads of smiles as he skedaddled down Farmington
Road Saturday morning during the annual Founders Festival Pa-
rade. For more parade pictures, turn to Page 3A. (Staff photo by

i thing,” she said.

Although Councilman William Lange
also expressed reservations about the
cost of such a program, he said a pro-
posal should be on the ballot.

“1 have no objection to putting it on
the ballot. T would like to see the cost
involved in the question,” he said.

Firefighters envision a plan where
the present fulltime staff would be dou-
bled from its present eight-member
staff. They estimate the cost would
range from $120,000-$200,000.

The department, they maintain, al-
ready has the proper equipment. It is
not being fully utilized because fire-
fighters aren’t allowed to perform the
same services as private carriers, they
said.

Ditch system is culprit

Neighbors raise
stink over water

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Lincolnshire residents are mad as
hell and aren't going to put up with the
standing water in their ditches any
longer.

That was the message they brought
to the Farmington Hills City Council
meeting Monday night.

Armed with letters of complaint, Po-
laroid pictures and a jar of water from
an open ditch replete with swimming
insects, the subdivision residents
packed City Hall to air their gripes.

Residents have been fighting the
mosquito infested ditches, the city engi-
neer and the Architect who designed
the ditching system since it was in-
stalled 13 months ago.

But after every rainfall, the water
comes to the drains and stays — for a
week, according to the residents.

The ditching was installed after the
subdivision streets were covered with
asphalt and curbs were installed.

Lincolnshire is Jocated south of Elev-
en Mile and east of Middlebelt.

“We had no problems with water in
our ditches before being forced to ac-
cept this program,” said James Van
Houten, a Lyncastle Street resident.

“Now, I haven't had one day that
there hasn't been water in the ditches,”
he said, while presenting a jar of green-
ish water to councilmembers.

RESIDENT AFTER RESIDENT got
up to tell council of similar tales.

“1 was appalled to see the hit-and-
miss job done by the engineers,” said
Joe Ulrich, a Castlereigh Street resi-
dent.

“My culvert was put in so the water
runs the wrong way.”

Other, residents complained that
stones Nave been put in the bottom of
the ditches which end up on their lawns
and are thrown about by the neighbor-
hood children.

But the chief complaint was the lack
of cooperation residents wef® receiving
from city officials and the architectur-
al consultants, Pate, Hirn and Bogue.

“There is a lack of continuity and
communication,” said Beatrice
Balimer. “People are talking out of
both sides of their mouths. We should
either have a reduction of our assess-
ments or a resolution of the problem.”

Larry Pate defended his firm's work,
saying that all that can be done had
been. Lincolnshire, he said, is located
on a flat plain which wasn't conducive
to completely alleviating the drainage
problem.

“We're not trying to fool anybody or
play games or lie to people,” he said.
“We feel a reasonable effort has been
made to solve the problem.”

But the majority of city council-
members sided with the angry resi-
dents.

“YOU CAN EXPECT water in your
ditch, but not for two weeks,” said
Councilman Joe Alkateeb. “Twenty
four hours is acceptable, but not a
week or more.”

Alkateeb was supported by a council
majority in his motion that city admin-
istration report back by August 11 sug-
gesting alternative ways to deal with
the problem.

(Continued on Page 4A)

Races wind up for primary

Farmington area volers will select
Republicans in two local races and de-
cide the fate of a millage renewal for
0Oakland County parks in Tuesday’s pri-
mary election.

Polls will open at 7 a.m. and remain
open until 8 p.m.

The election is being held for con-
gressional, legislative and county offic-
es that will be decided in November
and to elect delegates to the county

Democratic convention.

Here's a look at some of the races.

« 17th District Congressional seat.

‘William Brodhead, Democrat incum-
bent, unopposed.

Arve Bakken, Republican from Red-
ford Township. Bakken, 56, is vice
chairman of the Republican Party in
Redford Township. He is employed as 2
supervisor in reliability control at Ford
Motor Company in Livonia.

Raymond Cockran, Republican, 34,
of Detroit. He’s an accountant with a
master's degree from Wayne State Uni-
versity and has experience in private
industry and municipal government.

L. Patterson, Republican, 24, of De-
troit. He's a graduate of the Florida Air
Academy Military School, and business
OWner.

« B4TH District state House seat.

Karen Artinian,
posed.

Wilbur Brotherton, Republican in-
cumbent, 57, of Farmington. State Rep-
resentative, attended Northwestern
University. He was Oakland County
Commissioner for seven years, mayor
and a Farmington councilman for 14
years.

Democrat, unop-

(Continued on Page 2A)

delegaies want open convention

Existing Democratic Party rules re-
quire that delegates vote for candi-
dates they are pledged to support as a
result of the primary vote.

Delegate Joanne Smith of Farming-
ton Hills calls the move to saddle dele-
gates to their original candidates a
motion to “close the convention. That's
(President’s Jimmy) Carter’s move.”

“The Demeocratic convention has al-
ways been open. No one has had to take
a loyalty test, a blood test or a skin
graft,” she said.

Ms. Smith, a whip on the convention
floor, has been instructed by the Ken-
nedy forces to work toward keeping the
convention open.

“It always has heen what the Demo-
cratic party Las rtood for. If things
move swiftly, the delegates can
vote for whoever is the most viable
candidate,” she said. )

AN OPEN convention wouldn’t guar-
antee Kennedy's nomination, Vagnozzi
said.

“The new wisdom would be to select
another candidate. It doesn't necessari-
Jy follow that in an open convention
Kennedy will get it.”

“There's an outside chance. He's the

underdog. He's within striking distance,

but the nomination is Carter’s to lose,”
Vagnozzi said. PR

If another candidgte were to come
out of the convention, Vagnozzi says he
could support U.S. Representative Mor-
ris Udall of Arizona, or Vice President
Walter Mondale.

Events in the past few weeks work to
improve Kennedy's chances, she said.

Persons were reluctant to support a
candidate other than Carter because
they were worried about the situation
in Iran. As long as the situation was in
the forefront of the news, persons were

more apt to stick with Carter, she sug-
gested.

Kennedy's stance on the draft, Israel
and women's rights attracted her sup-
port.

(Continued on Page 4A)

ut is highly
unlikely, Vagnozzi added.
“I think he's in the same position Hu-

~what’s inside

bert Humphrey was under (Pr
Lyndon B.) Johnson. He has got to fol-
low the policles of the administration.
A vice president’s job is to be 1oyal to
the president.”

Ms. Smith takes a cautiously opti-
‘mistic stance.

“[ live optimistically and with hope
always. Anything is possible in a con-
vention. Realistically, I'm not sure it
would ever happen.

“If he can't make it, I know he would
work to get the best candidate possible
for the cotntry,"” she said.

AN ALTERNATE committed to
Kennedy, Susan Reznick of Southfield,
has mixed feelings about the open con-
vention issue and its ramifications for
her candidate.

“If you run for someone, it mean's
you're committed to that person,” she
said. .
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When you have a used car to
sell, you want to do so quickly
and easily. Mrs. Robert Wilson
did just that because she adver-
tised in the classified section of
her hometown newspaper. Her
Ford LTD was gone by 9 am.
the same’day. Call us today with
your ad.

644-1070 :




