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Comedy needs

By HELEN ZUCKER

more witchery

lusioned soldier into passionate love.
Ms.

The Farmington Players production
of Christopher Fry’s talky comedy

review

“The Lady's Not for Burning” is une-

John as Hebbie Tyson,

ven and fitful. Fry's
verse may have had its day.

Perhaps only Geilgud, Olivier and
their ilk, lending lhelr own special
brand of i

the mayor, strides about, blustering,
“This will all be gone into at the proper
time!" The part calls for a cartoon
mayor so ingsworth hasn’t much to

wit to this rather empty “m!elhgenl-
sounding” play, could make it take
flight.

Performances continue at 8:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday at the Farmington
Players Barn, 24634 Glen Orchard
Drive at 12 Mile Road, Farmington
Hills.

Director Hope Nahstoll is very good
as Margaret Devise, mother of Nicho-
las and Humphrey, the fighting broth-
ers. Ms. Nahstoll's brisk concern with
everyday affairs, her total lack of at-
tempts at rhapsodic flights of speech
were a refreshing point to fix on.

Ms. Nahstoll portrayed a lady in
charge of the mayor's household. 1
found the lending of Margaret Devise's
bridal jewels and clothing to a witch
bound for the stake unbelievable, but
the fault lies in Fry’s script, not in Ms.
Nahstoll's performance.

THOMAS DOUGALL, an experi-
enced actor working on half a cylinder,
manages to wring a few laughs out of
his role as a justice who likes to live
comfortably. As Edward Tappercoom,
the judge who would like to move into
the wealthy witch's house, Dougall
takes over the stage the moment he ap-
pears.

Falling into a sweet, slightly drunken
state, Tappercoom, who is no fool,
opens the window and lets the witch
and her suicidal lover escape into the
dawn. Dougall moves about in his
heavy robes with easy authority. His
Tappercoom doesn’t believe in witches
at all; he's a thoroughly worldly roue.

sink his teeth into. He looks cute, irri-
tated, very hot and insufferably bored
as the evening progresses.

Brooks Crankshaw turns in a bright,
frustrated performance as Richard, an
orphaned clerk. One gets the immmedi-
ate impression that Richard would
make a far more efficient mayor than
Tyson, and one wonders why Richad
runs off and marries a dodo like Alizon.

He seems like a boy who will go far,
given opportunities. Crankshaw should
have been allowed to work his healthy
intelligence to its furthest limits.

BONNIE HARROWER looks sweet
as the virginal Alizon Eliot, fresh from
a convent; but, alas, this play is set in
the 15th century, and Ms. Harrower's
blond freshness seems to have blown in
from the Lion's training camp for
cheerleaders.

There isn't an ounce of passion or
hesitation in Ms. Harrower’s bones. It
fs difficult to believe her portrayal of a
girl who runs away from riches to mar-
ry a penniless clerk. Perhaps a few
years’ seasoning will add some reso-
nance to Ms. Harrower’s performanc-

es.

Dawn Walker as Jennet Jourde-
mayne has clear diction and no trouble
with her lines. But Jennet is the daugh-
ter of an alchemist, a charismatic
witch about to be burned at the stake.
She’s also a Cleopatra who charms the
town's leading citizens at a dinner par-
ty while mobs are throwing stones out-
side. She's a woman who rouses a disil-
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can do any

L] Rxd: an anuqu: steam train
Take a carriage or wagon ride
Ride a Modcl- T

Ride the old paddle-wheel
Suwance steamboat

“Take a raft to Suwanee Island
Picnic in the Suwanee Island
woods

Hear a band concert

Ride a urn-of-thecentury Merry-
Go-Round
Horse around in the Penny Arcade
Watch Doc Bryson Medicine Show
Visit Menlo Park Compound—see
where the light bulb was invented
['} Watch many old-time crafts
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What you and your family

atour

Old Time Summer Festival

O Ditlogu vith Ben Franklin

O Sce sheep, roos(e:s, hens, ducks,
geese, hors:
(] Bmwsc in homas of Great

m] Look imu factories of a hundred
years ago

I See old-time movies in The Town
Hall

i Hear strolling minstrels

i’} Hear Concert Saloon Music

"} Meet with the Wright Brothers

(3 If the weather tumns, visit Henry
Ford Museum right next door

[J Walk shady Village streets with
ghosts of long ago

U 24 Hour General Information Party

Line-271-1976

All Summer Lnng At -

Greenfield Village &
Hen ryF%rdeange]m

Decrbom, Mikgan

gives us a
schoolteacher’s version of “rational be-
liefs vs. irrational beliefs.” We get
speechifying, not magic, from this
witch. Perhaps by this weekend, Ms.
Jourdemayne will unbend and light a
fire in her role.

At present, the witchery is missing,

and I suspect the fault lies largely with ~
. Fry, who has written up a rather unbe-

lievable witch.

C.M. NOVESS III gives his all as
‘Thomas Mendip, the discharged soldier
who wants to be hung. I suspect Novess
is capable of good acting, and he has a
few fine moments, usually when he is
talking to himself at the window.

But Novess never quite hits the
depths of suicidal rage the part calls
for. We never really believe he is capa-
ble of desperate murder. He is, as we
find out at the finale, “a gentleman of
good breeding,” an intelligent soul who
saves his witch.

Novess never scems quite fed up
with the world really. He demands to

Musical
readied

The Birmingham The-
atre has closed its doors
in preparation for the

“be hung,” with cheery relish rather
than angry despair. Perhaps the weath-
er will drive Novess into the proper

THE MUSICAL DINNER THEATRE DCXERCET)

at LIGHTHOUSE 6 INN
FULL COURSE DINNER + 2 HOUR BROADWAY MUSICAL COMEDY
"CHOIGE OF TWTRIES
GF BEEF + 1 ¥ SO
ButIEDFLY

o

OF THE YEAR ‘Spoat ot oo
i Wasies of the 30
FRIDATS and
SATURDAYS from 603
(Cortan 318601

. N ext “Do
stage of mind this weckend. o o
David McCabe justly deserved the ok E:':l"“ Leather
spontaneous round of applause he got U y F
for his too brief appearancce as ’fh .
i AN e musical comedy,
Matthew Skipps, the “dead” rag and based on John Powers:

bone man. McCabe is a wonderful 15th
century drunk, the only member of the
cast with an acccent that sounds small-
town, lower-class Chaucerian Cockney.

Mike Rontczak and Mark Honeyman
are fairly alive as the competing broth-
ets, Nicholas and Humphrey. They
thump each other about with brotherly
hatred. George Martin is a sweet, if
monotone, chaplain. Martin is a bit too
matter-of-fact in a role that calls for
other worldly dimensions.

best-selling novel of the
same name, has been
breaking attendance re-
cords in Chicago for
more than a year.

The Nederlanders also
will open the production
on Broadway later this
fall. “Patent Leather

Shoes™ will preview Sept.
57 and officially open
Sept. 9.

IN FAIRNESS (o all the actors and
their heavy costumes, I wish them less
torrid temperatures.

Lights by Dina Zemke are fine. The
set by Mary Cole, Terry Brown, Kathy
Nehs and Dina Zemke is exceptional.
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oK OUT THE TAMS?

DETROIT'S CASS CORRIDOR 1963-1977
Two floors, South Wing—Avant garde scene. Paintings.
sculpture, and related poetry and music.

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

B Jimmy Launce
PROductions, Inc.

presents
A Comedy

directei by Hal Younghlood

Performances.
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E. Maple Rd. at Step

MON UN 1.AU

Distinetive Cuisine of All China
Exotic Cocktails

Open Mon-Thurs. 11-1, Fri. 11-2, Sat. 4-2, Sun. 1-12

n Hwy. © Troy © 689-2332

Fridoy & Suturday
Group Rules &
Performances Available

Reservations

643-886.

Lower Level Soveeser

THE BEAUTIFUL NEW

LIGHTHOUSE & INN

On & MILE rust WEST OF TELEGRAPH

AESERVATIONS
5350411

SPECIAL GROUP RATES.

K ComicLeer

WHERE D(NING lS AN EXPERIENCE
Cantonese Cumsne.

Vait ouran , surtounded!
Pricedess Mry&aem/um oo
etaded Ajemtion gen 0 CARRY-OUIT ERVICE

Hours: Mon-|
Suns Holdays 12-10m
Woodward, near 0ok ., Birmingham

1o
GContinuous Daily Maunees
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
Robert Redtord is
“BRUBAKER” (R)

THE TRIUMPHANT COMEDY
BUTTIERFLIEs ARE FREE

DINNER THEATRE
AT #lathus — MR. MAC'S STABLE

“RAISE THE
TITANIC”

4 “O HEAVENLY
: DOG”
7:15 & 9:30

Wed. Mat.
$1.50

Call 353-5657
for more
intarmation

-—-Park!ac‘e Towem,s Dearborn ——
cNANCe 107 freey,
0% only come of,’

A THEATRE OF THE ARTS PRODUCTION
FOR RESERVATIONS & INFO, CALL 288-0450

Sér‘x[h THE SPECIAL EDITION
Ai5. CLOSE
12 ENCOUNTERS

OF THE THIRD KIHND

2
505-7:35:1000 &3]
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“CHEECH & CHONG’S
NEXT MOVIE” (R)

Steve McQueen
“THE HUNTER” (R)

“CADDYSHACK” (R) L8

' Chevy Chase  Bill Murray 8
Late show Fri. & Sat.

Continuous Daily Matinee
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows

&
Acast of new talent in a N.Y. high schoot 2
try to makeitin dance, music & drama. | :
Destined to be the Sleeper of '80 [
E" a3
 BES
N
“CHEECH & )
CHONG’S
NEXT MOVIE” (R)

Late Shows Fri. & Sat.

Continuous Daily Matinees
Starts Friday
Kirk Douglas
“FINAL COUNT-

DOWN” (PG)

Robert Redford
“BRUBAKER” (R)

"“LA CAGE AUX
FOLLES” (R)

£E CINEMAS

2400 SOUTH TELEERAPH ROAD
0241
BAROAIN MATINEE DAII.Y

Cheech and
Y§ Chong's Next
ovie

1:15,3:25,
1R 5:30, 7:30, 5:40]

- SHOWCASE -

&
35100 VAN DYKE ROAD AT 15 MILE ROAD STERLING HEIGHTS,
VISIT OUR ARY GALLERY PRINTS MAKE PERFECT PRESENTS|

Continuous Daily Matinees
Al Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
John Belushi _Dan Akroyd
Carrie Fisher
“THE BLUES BROS.” (R)

uAg - UOSRNK: “YD)

uc(lUEE

®

The most wanted man
in Wakefield prison
is the Warden.

‘BRUBAKER’
ROBERT

BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY
$1.50-FIRST SHOWONLY
STARTS TODAY

THE BLUES
BROTHERS

@w_s_

Bn caEiH"r;-lnl alwaya availablo ot
..En

bc)l oftice

tertainment isthoperfect gift!

FIRST SHOW ONLY Dolby Stereo
STARTS TOMORRO! Robert Rediord
“BRUBAKER” (R)
Continuous Daily Matinees
STE‘ E All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows

WD plitjinioy

Continuous Daily Matinees
Willy Nelson
“HONEYSUCKLE
ROSE” (PG)

Steve McQueen

“THE HUNTER” (PG)

“olzz-EsE

In Dolby Stereo
Destined to be the Sleeper of 80
“FAME” (R)

Continuous Daily Matinees
Star Wars Continues
“THE EMPIRE STRIKES
BACK” (PG)

Dolby Stereo

All Seats $2.00 First 2 Shows
Robert Hayes Julie Haggerty
“AIRPLANE" (PG)

All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows

Continuous Daily Matinees
All Seats $1.50 First 2 Shows
“CHEECH & CHONG’S

NEXT MOVIE” (R)

Steve McQueen
“THE HUNTER” (PG)




