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African violet aficﬂnad@
raises them by the hundreds

Forget everything you've heard
about shrinking violets.

Carl Geistler, who's raised as many
as 800 African violets at one time
proves the plants are anything but the
shy retiring types.

Given the proper care, they will
bloom continuously and could possibly
reach a ripe old age of 10 years.
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To Geistler, who collects African
violets like others acquire knickknacks,
the flowers are “essentially easy to
raise.” All they need is the right
amount of sunlight, the correct amount
of water and a fertilizer designed for

* violets.

In his Farmington home, Geistler al-
lows his plants a southern exposure but
takes care not to keep them too close to
the window. Intense sunlight will burn
the violet's leaves giving them a golden
brown hue more suitable for french
fried potatoes.

Once settled down in a spot with
filtered light, such as light shining
through sheer curtains, the flower
should prove their blooming ability
providing they are kept damp instead
of soggy and are given a fertilizer de-
signed for them.

Geistler, who is a tecnician at Red-
ford Community Hospitalin Redford
‘Township, maintains his flowers thrive
when exposed to the beneficial effects
of hot water. '

CUTTING BACK a plant will in-
crease its life span and the number of
African violets in a collection.

Overcrowded plants should be divid-
ed using a sharp knife. The divisions
should follow the natural lines of the
plant, which almost divides itself.

A few portions of the plant may end
up without roots. In these cases, the
plants can be placed in a pot filled with
vermiculite and kept damp until it
roots.

One leaf cut from a violet can

receive similar treatment. Out of the
one leaf, six leaves can sprout. Sets of
two new leaves can be planted together
to form the nucleus of a new violet
with the main leaf remaining in the
vermiculite to produce another set of
young leaves,

Young leaves sprouting from an Af-
rican violet will have slightly curled
leaves in comparison to the flat form
of the older sections of the plant, ac-
cording to Geistler.

If the plants are kept in plastic pots,
they remain damp longer than they
would in clay pots. Clay pots absorb the
‘water.

Geistler's fancy for violets began al-
most 20 years ago after watching his
grandmother and mother raise the flo-
‘Wers.

“I worked on the farm when I was
young and it stuck,” Geistler explained
simply.

“VIOLETS strike my fancy. They're
not difficult. They're easy if you spend
some time with them,” he said.

His knack for raising the plants isn't
Tost on his wife, Mary Jo.

“If someone gave me a violet before,
Ikilled it,” she said.

“Carl does extra things for the plants
that I wouldn’t do, like take them out-
side for air,” she said.

Carl Geistler believes African viol

thing special. Because of that he owns hundreds

lets are some- which he is more than proud to display. (Staff photo

by Randy Borst)
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Ask our Interior Designers
o, help you with your
decorating problems
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