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Collectors go crazy
over Al’s autograph

By MIKE SCANLON

Right off the bat — so to speak —
let's get the tough stuff out of the
way.

Early Wynn and Nolan Ryan; Phil
Rizzuto and PeeWee Reese; Bill
Freehan and Dick McAuliffe; Ger-
man-Irish.

The first two are the toughest
pitchers Al Kaline ever faced, The
second two are — except, of course,
for George Kell — the guys he would
most like to see elected to the Hall of
Fame, but who haven't been. The next
two are the Tigers Kaline most ad-
mired.

The last entry is Kaline's extrac-
tion. One old gentleman was sure he
was Lithuanian.

Albert William Kaline, who will be
formally inducted into the Hall of
Fame Sunday, made a timely promo-
tional appearance last week at De-
troit & Northern Savings’ Livonia off-
ce.

Now, if you think financial institu-
tions routinely deal in blizzards of
paperwork you're right — but noth-
ing like what Kaline got Monday af-
ternoon.

Kaline does television commercials
for the savings company, and as part
of the deal, he’s obligated to spend
five days a year in autograph ses-
sions.

“Could you make it to Glenn,
with two N's?”

The folks in the office had a stack
of Al Kaline photos ready to sign, but
some of his fans weren't satisfied
with the canned stuff.

He also signed a couple hundred
baseballs cards, a baseball glove or
twn and a bunch nf just plain base-

bal

"S1gn it, ‘Happy Third Birthday,
Jamie”

He signed one baseball already au-
tographed by many of the players he

broke into the majors with in 1953.
Kaline read them off in a tone that
said he knew them well, but the
names must have sounded like a for-
eign language to the 8- and 9-year-
olds standing in line. Next came a
1979 baseball already scrawled with
autographs.

Kaline read it carefully for a
moment or two.

“I don’t know half these people,” Al
concluded.

A WOMAN approached with two
children, ore of whom was wearing a
Detroit Express T-shirt and squirm-
ing through an apparently terminal
attack of shyness.

“They don't know you, but I do,”
said the woman.

“You've given us many happy
hours. You're a dear man.”

This raised an obvious question —
the 11-year-olds who cruised up on
their bikes for an autograph were 4
years old when Kaline retired in 1974.
Do they think of him as the Tiger's
television announcer, of all things?

“That was probably true a year or
two ago, but since the Hall of Fame
thing, they pretty much know I was a
ballplayer and probably a good one,”
said Kaline.

Ray Vasas showed up with his base-
ball card collection — every card on

‘which Kaline appeared, from 1954 to

1974.
“One of the disadvantages of play-
ing too long — you've got a lot of bub-

blegum cards to sign,” said Kaline as
he went to work.

“Could you mgn it, ‘Happy Anni-
versary, Don’?

Seme poor soul a desk away was
actually trying to conduct some bank-
ing while 15 or 20 awestruck children
waited patiently a foot or two away.

“You have to sign the check, sir,” a
loan officer was telling him.

“1 wish I could play forever,” said
Kaline.

Left to right, you're
looking at Fred Buc-
hold, 8, Christopher
Jiordano, also 8, Jill
Buchold, 11 and Sandy
Jiordano, 9. Oh, yeah.
The guy signing the
baseball on the right is
Al Kaline. {Staff Photo
by Bill Bresler)
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Colorful Gladiolus

Cash-Carry Special From Fairland Florist
7.00 VALUE
10 in Bunch

5398
Also flowers for all oecasi-
ons_including special ar-
rangements.  Member
FTD. We wire flowers and
plants angwhere.

Orchard Lake Road
Just Nerth of Maple
Asdia:enl 1o English Gardens

:00-9:00; Sundays 9:00-5:00

“The Early Loarning Center™

Farmington Hills
Children’s World
is pleased to provide a variety of
programs to serve your needs
« FULL DAY CARE
« NURSERY SCHOOL
* KINDERGARTEN
« BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Call us for more information

553-4656

515 OFF rec.ence

“If you
want to talk
about discounts
on homeowners
insurance, talk
tome.”

Fred Samra Ins. Agey., Inc.
32300 Grand River
Farmington, Mich: 48024

Phone: Off. 313-476-1880

STATE FARM

Fico and Cavuatty Company
Home Oitcs:

Soamington, Minsis

STATE panm

NsuRance
)

Chances are, |
can make low
prices-on State
Farm homeowners
insurance even
lower for you.

COMPLETE LENSES & FRAMES
For orders placed in mont!
of August at 4. Bloomfeld location anly!

Metropolitan Optical
of West Bloomfield
Lincoln Shopping Center  Orchard Mall
26102 Greenfield na. 6337 Orchard Lake Rd.
Oak Park, Mi. 48237 West Bloomfiald Mi. 48033
(313)968-5811 (313) 851-3922
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For 13 days we at Greg Shoes have
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by our trained specialists at drastic
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