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New standards

can save couniry gas

The nation could have acceptable automotive
pollution controls and still reduce its gasoline con-
sumption by 6 to 10 percent with some new, sensi-
ble auto emmissions standards, said Kenneth Mils.

Mills is a former engineering executive who quit
the Environmental Protection Agency because the
standards set'by that agency were made too
stringent.

Mills was acting director of the EPA’s Motor Ve-
hicle Control Division and now is an independent
consultant.

“If we could compare what we have right now
with what I would consider to be an acceptable
level of controls for most of the U.S., we're proba-
bly losing 6 to 10 percent (of our fuel),” he said.

At the same time, federally mandadated regula-
tions, most of which are for emission controls, cost
$700 per new car, and another $250 to $400 will be
added for even stricter standards in 1981, says the
Automotive Information Council.

“Los Angeles does have an acute problem, and no
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one will deny that,” Mills said. “But
at least the domestic manufacturers, lradmonally
have been able to build special cars for California
and some for the rest of the country without being
terribly distruptive or terribly expensive.

“But the part of the thing that is so ridiculous to
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ical smog problem, they're really concerned too
much about carbon monoxide.”

Mills said a recent DuPont analysis
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that a CO standard of 25 for 27 grams per mile
would be quite suitable everywhere, except possi-
bly in downtown'Chicago for one hour each year.

Asked if the current standards caused other prob-
lems, he said:

“It’s brought a tremendous expensive on the part
of the car manufacturers to develop the best means
of trying to comply with these standards.”

Auto slump hits our pockets |;

The auto industry slump is touching the lives of
virtually every American to some degree, reports
the Automotive Information Council. .

The effect on the nation's total employment is
massive and widespread, says AIC, which points
out:

For every car not built, there is a reduction in
U.S. production of five tires, five wheels, six win-
dows, four shock absorbers, four to eight spark
plugs, a complete exhaust-muffler system, hoses,
belts, wiring, battery, yards of fabric and vinyl,
gallons of paint and hundreds of other supplier-
made items — plus the basic raw materials of
steel, iron, aluminum, plastics and zine.

‘That helps explain why 650,000 employees in
auto-related industries have joined the 250,000 au-
toworkers on layoff, says AIC.

But the “ripple effect” goes even deeper, affect-
ing even the farmer, the oil worker, the miner, the
cattleman, the luberjack and the trucker.

Peaple who are on layoff have to hold down their
spending, so a further ring of ripples goes out to
reduce sales of all types of goods and services,
expecially those which are considered discretion-
ary, or not an immediate need.

Reduced income and sales tax revenues also re-

= sult.

It therefore becomes apparent that the auto in-
dustry slowdown touches almost all of us, said AIC.
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