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thtle ‘Al Acted

Al Cobo may have been small of stature
but he was large on vision. The secret behind
Cobo’s success in rebujlding the Detroit river-
front should bg used to redevelop downtown
Farmington. The Stroller remembers Little Al
and tells why Farmington could use a man
just likg him.
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Inherited Ignorance

The opposition to sex instruction in the
public schools may be due to improper defini-
tion, says a Farmington clergyman. Con-
certed efforts must be taken to-add this in-4K
struction, he said, or one.generation's misun- ,
derstandings and 1gnoﬁ*ance will be inherited
by the next
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‘Movies? Who Cares

Fllms are being rated for their - suitability
for children. but are movie managérs enforc-
ing it? And do parents really care”™And how
many really “‘atiult™ flicks are the suburbs
getting anyway? Sue Shaughnessy got the
local story that the'other papers mlssed
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It’s Showtime

- The curtains are going up on community
theater productions and today’s paper gives -
you the information on two local groups and a
nelghbormg organization.
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Get 4 Dictionary

You almost had to have a specialized dic-
‘tionary to understand the white suburbanite
and outstate residents,.and the blacK inner
city residents, who discussed recreation prob-
lems last week. But our Dennis Pajot made
sense out of the maze of words and ideas: .
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‘Civie Paranoia’

Thals what "a regional feader said of
some Detroit and ‘suburban politicians the
other day. And he called for a level of states- -
manship that many 'local politicians may not,
* like. Tim Richard covered the story and got’
the reaction. .
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| odkland County Cir
Court Judge Fredrick_ Ziem
Wed esday delayed gu til
Mar¢h 4 arguments o
mington Township's attemp)
stalll praceedings 1eading to
anndxation election in the gi
and part of the township.
Fgrmington Township Atto:
ney| Josgph T. Brennan
cently asked the court for
injufiction to prevent the G
land County Board of Supefvi
sorg from performing thei

ing an annexation election.
suparvisors are responsible|
all i r i
the R
.
RESIDEVTS OF Farm ng-
ton [City petitioned-the coupty
to spt an election to decide if a
large portion of the lownship
shotld becpme part of the Qity

ounty-

“The area to be' annexed,
most of] the territory south of
10 Milel on the ‘east side| of
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Gas

eak Foqnd ‘_‘

Gas Shut Off
For 16 Honies _

By EMORY DAwELS <_ a

A leak in a gas main is believed to be the cause
of a fire which completely destroved the home of
Merle Lester. 29, of 28643 Independence. Farmington
Township.

The fire, which was reported at 1 p.m. Jan. 27.
completely gutted the home and destroyed all ¢
tents. No.one was in the house when the fire st.
and there were no injuries‘.

*

A NEIGHBOR of the Lesters. Bill Zink. entered
the home during the-fire and saw flames coming

from the area of the gps dryer-according to Far-
mington Township police~_
/ Volunteer fire" fi hte s from"the ‘Wheeler

Fire Hall and another station responded to the
call. Officials from Consumers Power and De-
troit "Edison were already -at the scene- of tHe
fire when township patrelmen William Hoeft and
‘Thomas Godwin arrived.
Lester's wifg, Patricia, was the last one to leave
* the Home at 7:30 a.m. She did not notice any smell of
gasfat, that time but there was a strong odor of gas in
the area when police and firemen arrived. .
- e

WENDALL MASON, assistant manager of Con-
sumer Power's West Wayne Division. said investiga-
tors from the gas company are still in doubt whether
an explosion took place. .

A neighbor had called in a gas leak report
and Consumers-Power crews were in the neigh-
! - | borhood before the fire occurred, explained
| ! Mason. N
inside ond a total loss. A gas leak from a mkin breck a “We knew gas was present and was in the-proc-
few blocks away is beligved to hove been respynsible. ess of locating the leak when the house on Independ-

ire had already en-
[Photos by Ralph Even) ence burned.’

s completely gutted
e P
MASON EXPLAINED the leak came from a
break in a two-inch gas main which served the area
The break was in mid- block near 21511 Hancock.
north of Independence.

Apparently ‘the gas emered the sewer sys-
tem from the hreak, explained Mason, and fol-
lowed the sewer into the Lester home.

There was some evidence of sewer excavation
work riear the area of the break. ohserved Mason.
but Consumers has not yet determined the exact
gause of the break and 1s ‘still investigating the inci-

ent.

When the leak was discovered, residents of'
five homes in the immediate vicinity of the
break were evacuated and' service was cut off
for about 16 homes as precautionary measures.
Service was res red and residents returned by

l@sdn old th Farmington Enterprise & Ob-
serveNthat Consurners appreciated the good coopera-
tion received fiom residents and police.

The/Léster home is appraised at $17.500 but the
monetary loss of the contents in unknown at this
point.

The Lesters are presently living with. friends
until they can fid another horpe,

[ N

EARLIER THAT MORNING at 5:50, #mother
home a few blocks away from the Lesters was com-
.pletely destroyed by fire. The second fire. however.
was not related to the gas leak.

The fire which destroyed the home of John
" Ardito at 21425 Ontago, Farmington Township, is
believed to have started ‘at the space heater in
K|lE living room.
" Mrs. Ardito woke up and discovered the fire-in

their five children vacated the home and escaped
injury.
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$ Annbxatwn Ruling

minutes on his reasons why

Quakeftown and south of 11 | answer in writing by Feb. 20.  “The tpwnship foas not the

the living room and front porch. The Arditos and .

"erlowh, Wi

Mile gn the west side-of Quak-
ertowp, includes most of the
township's industrial tax base.

Isq pending is a lawsuit
asking-for an election to form
a few] city by combining Quak-
Creek Farms
and'Farmington Township. The
téwnship wants Ziem to oyer:
rule.the State Boundary Com

hical [reasons &n election 13
combine the three goverr-
ment. b
hink I want o see a little
law 2 this first,” Judge Ziem
said”fn asking for briefs from
dttormeys for the ‘city and
town: hip.

THE A'I'I'ORNE\’ FOR Oak,
land nunty bowed out early it in

Qral arguments were sched-
uled for March 4 at 1:30 p.m.

The opposing sides had little
discussion before the judge
Wednesday. , Burton_ Shifman.
representing the city, and
Brennan, township attorney,
argued about the township's
interest in l)le case.

* missipn which denied for tec} | . SHIFMAN QUESTIONED

the .township's right to ask a
review of the, Boundary Com-
mission action.  _:

\

Gene, C. McMurchy |was
named chairman of the Thsur-
ance Industry Division bi- the
1970 * Development Campaign
for, me Traffic Improvement
of Oakland County,

ing, the ca\m{y has no interest
in thé outcome-of the matter
other|; !han administrative pro-
cedu

Al meys for the city are to
submit written arguments by
Feb.[11 and the lownshlp isto'

annoupced €eneral Carnpau;n

. Chairman Martin J. Caseno

General Motors vice president
-and-general manager ofj GM(
truck and coach division!
‘McMurchy, presldsyt o
MultiVest Funding Co! pora~

- fore the

+ lows an;

petitioner in proceedings be-
tate Boundary Com-
mission. The party whose peti-
tions .wefe dismissed or T
jected ougift to be requesting a
review,” Bhifman saM.

Brennan disputeq Shifman's said

reasoning. He said the law al*
aggrieved party to
file a sult."The matter is not
being cogsidered by Lhe conrt
anyway, e added.

In addition,

Na;nel‘]j To Campaign

tion, ‘Southfield, is spearhead-
-ampaign towards, a
$4,00 among those
firms throughout -Oakland
i3 the insurance field.
The campaign is_scheduled
to run thfough March.
The funds will be used fo

wadvance {the dccident preven- -
. tion programs of TIA so 2s to

reduce the Oakla;
traffic toll which
clafimed 200 lives.

County
dast year

oy

I

the City of -

Farmington is a party to the
suit ‘because of an agreement
with Farmjngton Township.
Brengan s3id.

“1f we are not in the law-
suit, they are not in the la
suit,”

If the city would like to en-
ter the suit on its own, Bren-
nan commented, he woul
raise “‘mitty gritty. picky"
objections.

ZIEM SEEMED inclined 10
grant the injunction which
would prevent protedures

- leading tg an annexatjon elec-

‘tion-while ‘the township’s vase
against the State Boundary
Commissian is decided.

He asked Brennan'how long
the case between the township
and the state would take, and
Brennan ‘estimated three to
four monf
*"Wouldnl we be better of
to get this thing mqvmg *
Ziem'said. !

SHIFMAN gPOKE for a few

the township attorney-

the injunction should not be
granted. He said one series of
cases shows a county board of
supcmsors was pcrmmed 0

Start the administration of

annexation efection while an-
other series showed an injunc-
tion was granted halting the
procedure.

In the latter cases. he com-
mented, the super¢isors lacked
jurisdiction in the matters.

He noted the taw as a gen-
eral rule prefers to allow gov-
ernment o continue its busi-

“ness unless there is good rea-

son for an injunction.

‘The rights of the petitioners
and the township would not be
infringed if the annexation
process were to gontinue, he
sdid.' because the whole matter

“will rest on the ouicome of the

township’s.lawsuit against the
State Boundary Commission.

The "final determination” of
that lawsuit would govern the
annexation proceedings. Shif-
man said.
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