SSERPI PRSI W os——

S WA LA e A eSSy

Aalinan et e o i el g

&

SAIR

Thursday, August 7, 1980

:

~ They turned green dream into reality

By SUZIE ROLLINS

It's been eight years since Larry
Pliska and Steve George joined forces

% in the interior landscape businesss.

Now the men claim they operate the
Jargest unique tropical plant green-
house in the state.

In-between phone calls, duljvery set-
ups and special orders, Pliska, 33, and
George 31, owners of PlanTerra, talked
about their growth from a small house

plant business was becoming so we
rented a greenhpuse on the Sanders' es-
tate in Bloomfield Hills,” George re-
called. “We did residential jobs then.
The women thought it was a cute out-
of-the-way place so then we started
doing their husband's commercial busi-
ness.”

“We were getting so much traffic
down the residential road that the
neighbors were complaining that we
were operating a commercial business

in ield Hills to a on
a three-quarters of an acre on Square
Lake Road in Troy.

“[ started my business as a hobby in
my house. I was bringing plants in
from Florida when a mutual friend in-
troduced us,” says Pliska of his part-
ner. “Steve was bringing in cactus
plants from Arizona, so we got togeth-
er.”

PLISKA KISSED his draftman’s job
goodbye while George broke away
from his family dairy business to turn
their hobbies into full time jobs.

“We discussed how lucrative the

ina area. So the city asked
us to move and we moved here,”
George added.

‘Today, the pa#tners say 80 percent of
their business is commercial. Their
biggest accomplishment and proudest
achievement is their interscape at Re-
naissance Center.

“The RenCen job really got us off of
our feet. That was in March 1977. It
was the turning point in our career,”
George explained. “It was a bid job and
some architects we knew recommend-
ed us to participate in the bidding.”

THE JOB COST the RenCen

Hills posts agenda

Following is the preliminary agenda
for the Aug. 11 Farmington Hills coun-
cil meeting to be at 7:30 p.m.

« Report on Lincolnshire paving.

« Report on sidewalk construction on
mile roads.

« Consideration of setting a date for
necessity hearing for sewer improve-
ment for Farmington Hills Subdivision
1 and Glen Orchard and Glen Orchard 1
Subdivision. Resolution 2.

« Consideration of request from R-2,
Inc,, for transfer of ownership of 1978
Class C license with dance permit,
from FD Stella Products Company and
transfer of location fram escrow at
38359 10 Mile, Farmington Hills to
30859 10 Mile, Farmington Hills.

* Consideration of introduction of
Co2- -

proposed zoning map 62-

« Official notice to members of the
annual business meeting of the Mickii-
gan Municipal League.

« Consideration of awarding bid for
the Nine Mile paving project SAD C-
138

» Recommendation to adopt traffic
control order 2.E.21.80 for prohibition
of right and left turns during various
stages of the reconstruction of the in-
tersection of Orchard Lake Road and
13 Mile to all north and south bound
vehicular traffic in accordance with
Oakland County traffic control order
TP 54-6-80.

« Recommendation to adopt traffic
control order IDx17-80 for installation
of a traffic control signal at Grand Riv-
er and 10 Mile in accordance with Oak-
land County traffic control order TS
349-6-80.

221, section 16 NW % part of 23-16-
104-005, located at 27404 Drake, re-
quest change from RA-1 to 0S-1. Pro-
ponent is Joseph Clancy.

+ Consideration of Willowbrook
Commons request for two year exten-
sion for park development. Section 4.

» Consideration of resolution for
Eight Mile water main payback.

« Consideration of resolution re-
questing appointment of two additional
directors to the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation for White Motor
Project.

Developer

(Continued from Page 1A}

Kabak could bow out of the deal af-
ter four months if rezoning hadn't been
granted or if architectural studies
proved the school unfit for his plans.

Deziel's $375,000 offer was nixed be-
cause it made the board of education
responsible for rezoning the land and
boarding up the building.

“THE ADDITIONAL FUNDS could
easily be consumed by the costs of re-
2zoning and bearding the building,” Kel-
ly said. “This is the cruciai and fre-

. to adopt traffic
control order 2.E.20-80 for prohibition
of left turns to all eastbound 10 Mile
vehicular traffic at the intersection of
Ten Mile and Grand River in accor-
dance with Oakland County traffic con-
trol order TP 52-6-80.

« Recommendation to adopt traffic
control order 2.E.22.80 for prohibition
of right and left turns during various
stages of reconstruetion fo the interes-
tion of Orchard Lake Road and 14 Mile
to all north and southbound vehicular
traffic in accordance with Oakland
County traffic control erder TP 53-6-
24-80.

buys Bond

quently very expensive part of this
type of transaction.”

Administrators liked Hughes' offer
because it will bring funds into the dis-
trict sooner. It was also the only pffer
for the entire 6.54-acre parcel of lang.

The other two offers would have left
the district with nearly two acres of
land to unload at a later date. Hughes
will use the additional acreage for a
parking lot.

Bond has been vacant since June
1973. 1t was the first school closed by
the district because of declining enroll-
ment.

Underneath itall...
Weather-matic, the hidden secret
of beautiful landscaping.

. landscaping.

A fully automatic lawn irrigation
system keeps landscaping beau-
tiful and healthy for years, saving
you TIME and MONEY. :

For information on the many equipment options and
a cost estimate for installing a Weathermatic system,
stop in and we will custom design a system for your

DO-IT-YOURSELF or wel'll recommend a qualified
installer, SAVE 10% on all equipment purchased over
$100.00 before August 30,

Master Charge & Visa accepted
Y

1980!

10%

COUPON

EDERAL

?gg10 W. EIGHT MILE RD,, SOUTHFIELD, MI 48034

DISCOUNT ON ALL MATERIAL

Purchased Over *1 0
{ask about “‘chemilizer” and fertllize
through your sprinkler system)

“Blue Print for Reln"

SUPPLY CO.

00.00

SUMMER HOURS: Mon.-Frl. 7 am-8 pm Saf. 11l 5 pm
355.3023
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$250,000 for 250 15-foot trees and
10,000 ivy plants, he added. PlanTerra
still has a annual maintenance contract
with RenCen.

“At the time that was the largest job
for interior landscaping in the US."
Pliska said. “We received an Environ-
mental Iaprovement Grant Award and
got mnational recognition from a
Newsweek story.”

The most challenging part of the
RenCen- job was getting the plants on
the 40-foot-high pods in the building’s
lobby, George said.

“We were comparatively inexperi-
enced with large installations at the
time. We had to put the trees in the
pods and had to find a crane to get 40
feet up there. We had to se careful
about the weight of the crane on the
floor and getling the trees suspended
up there,” he added.

PlanTerra’s other big commercial
accounts include Rockwell Internation-
al Headquarters on Maple Road, Ben-
dix Corporation, Gulf & Western, FTD
World Headquarters, Twelve Oaks

Mall, Eastland, Northland and the Troy
Community Center. N
‘Whenever contracted, they service
their accounts for an annual mainte-
nance fee. In addition to interiorscap-
ing commercial buildings, PlanTerra
also rents plants for weddings and par-

es.

“We did the plant rentals for some
convention parties,” George said. “We
did it for the Taste of Detrait but we
had to do it for a minimal fee.”

ONCE EVERY SIX WEEKS the

men travel to Florida to buy plants.

. The foliage is priced anywhere from a

couple of dollars to $550 for European
palm trees.

Pliska claims plants are not just a
passing fad, and contends that most
people prefer large “artsy” type plants
rather than cluttering their homes with
small ones, |

“Plants are a necessity. They're real.
Everyone wants the natural. Our gen-
eration are earth people so plants are
always going to be in,” he said. “We
can get into an interior and bring in

live plants to convert a room that was
once sterile.””

‘The men appear pleased with their
success and are certain there is more
growth and wealth to be had in the
green plant business. They have opened
a retail store in RenCen, and also sell
plants from their greenhouse. They're
banking on more retail outlets in the
near future, they say.

“Our business hasn't even peaked
yet,” Pliska concluded.

Sandy is tops in primary parade

(Continued from Page 1A)

ton. Her total vote count was 375.

In the 25th District, G. William Cad-
dell received 398 votes in Farmington
Hills. The Republican who ran unop-
posed received a total of 1,687 votes.

IN COUNTY QUESTIONS, the An-
derson Coalition Party received 18,338

votes supporting its inclusion on the
November ballot. In Farmington, the
party received 232 votes with Farm-
ington Hills casting 1,246 votes for it.

The one-quarter mill levy for county
parks and recreation was renewed for
another five years with 52,853 county
voters agreeing to it and 32,348 voting
against it. In Farmington Hills, 122
persons voted to renew the millage

with 124 voting against it. In Farming-
ton, 792 voted for renewal with 263 vot-
ing against it.

The total vote cast in the question on
the county level, 85,201 was used by
county oficials to estimate the numbers
of votes cast in the primary. That num-
ber equals 13.9 per cent of the county's
registered voters. In Farmington, 18.7
ﬁr cent or 1,486 voters cast their bal.
10t.
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In conjunction with other efforts to stimulate domestic car sales,
preferred rates are being offered to our Michigan National Bank-Farm-
ington depositors for the month of August. Applications are being
accepted at all of our branches listed below during regular banking hours.
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Equal Opportunity Lender

* Orchard Lake Road at 10 Mile
Farmington Hilis, Mi 43024
A%

Michi

TERM Aeto | INTEREST | SR R Ao RTMERT A.P.R.
36 mos. $4000 $851.84 $15 $866.84 $135.19 $4866.84 13.21%
48 mos. $4000 $1294.76 $15 $1309.76 $110.62 $5309.76 14.65%
36 mos. $5000 $1064.68 $15 $1079.68 $168.88 $6079.68 13.17% -
48 mos. $5000 $1618.60 $15 $1633.60 $138.20 $6633.60 14.62%
36 mos. $6000 $1277.88 $15 $1292.88 $202.58 $7292.88 13.14%
48 mos. $6000 $1842.44 $15 $1957.44 | $165.78 $7957.44 14.60%
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24 Hour Michigan Money

Financial Center
11 Mile & Middlebelt, Chatham Sq. Ctr.

gan National Bank

Your hometown Bank - Membsrs
FDIC Insured to $100,000. Atfiliat-
od with Michigan National Cor-
potation. 5.5 blllion banking or-
geni

ization.
Farmington
24400 Drake Road
Twalvs Mile snd Farminglon Rds. rand River Nine Mils Road at Farmington Ten Mile and Grand River
Farminglon Hills, M1 43018 Farmington Hills, 1 43019 M 48018 Mi 42018
653-7720 4781470 aTe-43n2




