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By JIM WINDELL

It's late Monday night and she just
flew in from Kansas City where it was.
110 degrees and the hotel air condition-
ing was broken. Margaret Whiting is
going on very little sleep but she's
‘wrapping gifts.

The gifts give the feeling of Christ-
mas, and with the first night of the
Democratic National Convention on TV
in the background, there’s an air of ex-
citement.

The gifts are a tradition among Ms.
Whiting and her three buddies. Except
that one of her pals, Rose Marie, has a
birthday coming up Friday and there is
a special gift for her, besides the oth-
ers. The gifts indicate the relationship
between four girls.

“It was Helen O'Connell’s idea,” Ms.
Whiting says, as she wraps a scarf in
bright red paper with white polka dots.
“‘Let's, each time we open, give each
other a gift,’ she said. So we do that.
‘When we open our tour for the year, we
get roses, but after that no one gives
you nothing.”

Each time they open a week’s run in
a new city they give each other small
and sometimes unusual gifts.

THE GIFTS SUGGEST the special
feeling among four singers, Ms. Whit-
ing and Ms. Marie and Rosemary Cloo-
ney and Helen O'Connelt, who for some
three years have toured with a show
called “4 Girls 4.” Making their fourth
appearance in the Detroit area since
1977, they opened a six-day run Tues-
day at the Star Theatre of Flint.

After arriving from Kansas City by
plane Monday morning, Ms. Whiting
went to her sister’s home in Birming-
ham. Barbara Whiting Smith, Marga-
ret’s only sister, was a singer and -ac-
tress at one time herself. In the 1950s,
Barbara and Margaret had a TV show
for two seasons called “The Whiting
Girls.”

Margaret amd Barbara have a close
relationship, also, as is clear from their
conversation. Each has one child and

Margaret is proud of her nephew, Rich-
ard, a student at U-M who plans to be-
come a nuclear physicist.

There is constant playful banter be-
tween the two sisters, and while the in-
terview is going on Barbara gives run-
ning accounts of the Democratic con-
vention.

The convention telecast is from New
York, Margaret Whiting's home (she
was born in Detroit and grew up in Hol-
lywood), and she is incensed about an
article she read the day before in a
Kansas City newspaper derogatory of
her city.

“T love cities and I love to see their
rebirth. Like in Detroit. I love to see
new theaters and old ones refurbished.
I'd like to see us all get our thing to-
gether and clean up all the cities, not
just for a convention, but for the rest of

THE CONVENTION spurred other
talk of things important to Ms. Whiting,
a woman of strong feelings and convic-
tions. “Where are all the young men
who could lead this country?” she asks.

She then moves on to something
more personal. “Traveling makes me
aware of what goes on in many com-
munities. 1 wanted to look at my own
priorities and try to do something im-
portant for my country. I think people
should stand up and be counted. We're
in bad times in this country.”

What could she do to make a differ-
ence?

“I don't know. I really don’t. Maybe
if I talk to more people, they will talk
to more . . . maybe just make people
think.”

Ms. Whiting talks about her special
friendships with her three "buddies” as
she wraps a tape recorder. Her big blue
eyes convey the warm feelings for
them.

“Pm thrilled with the happiness it
brings to people. There is something
very magical about the four of us. If
the other girls were here now they
would say, ‘Here it comes. This is
where she says we were booked by

God.’ Well, it seems true.”

Ms. Whiting had a long and success-
ful career as a singer and recording
star long before “4 Girls 4” was
conceived. As a high school student in
the *40s she appeared on radio with
Johnay Mercer and soon afterward had
her first hit record, “That Old Black
Magic.”

Other big records followed: “My Ide-
al,” “Moonlight in Vermont,” “It Might
as Well Be Spring” and “What are You
Doing New Year's Eve.”

SINCE BEING together and per-
forming 25 to 30 weeks a year in “4
Girls 4,” the careers of all four have
been booming. Each has many separate
business ventures, but together they
have two TV specials coming on the
Public Broadcasting System.

Ms, Whiting's latest album, on Au-
diophile, is a tribute to Johnny Mercer
and her own famous song-writing fa-
ther, Richard Whiting. Entitled “Too
Marvelous for Words,” it features her
in a trio setting doing songs like “Blues
in the Night” and “She's Funny That
Way,” as well as a new recording of
“My Ideal” She is obvivusly happy
abouut being called a jazz singer by
some critics as a result of this record.

On the current tour of “4 Girls 4,”
there are new clothes and songs for all
four women. “We have to keep it
fresh,” Ms. Whiting said. Instead of
doing her World War II medley, as she
has done in past years, she now in-
cludes what she calls an “och and aah”
medley.

“These are the songs people will like.
1t starts with ‘As Time Goes By’ and
includes ‘Moonlight in Vermont,’ ‘On
the Good Ship Lollipop’ and things like
that. I bring it all the way up to today
and do a disco number.”

In addition, she points out, Rosemary
Clooney and Helen O'Connell have add-
ed Melissa Manchester songs and Rose
Marie, noted for her comedienne
routines, has a new and “better” Jim-
my Durante act.
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Margaret Whiting talks about ‘4 Girls’
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4 Girls 4” are (clockwise, from left) Rosemary Clooney, Rose Marie, Helen 0’Connell and Margaret Whiting.

PRESENTS DETROIT’S CASS CORRIDOR 1963-1977

Two floors, South Wing—Avant garde scene. Paintings.

FOR SALE
ORIGINAL OIL & WATER COLOR PAINTINGS
STAINED GLASS & WOOD CARVINGS,
ANTIQUES & QUALITY ART OBJECTS.
FROM
EUROPE, SOUTH AMERICA, AFRICA,
AUSTRALIA, AND THE ORIENT.

ON ROUTE 31, ODEN, MICH.
(6 MILES N. OF PETOSKY)
(616) 347-0727

sculpture. and related poetry and music.

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

Sunday, August 17

MAXELLE & TDK
CASSETTE TAPE SALE

MAXELL
UDXL I&I1 90 Min,
LN 90 Min. ..... SZ 65 ea. or SZ‘) A0 dz.
SAC 90 Min, or $17.25 for 5
D-60 Min. 2.99 for 2 Tapes

M&P DISTRIBUTORS
18877 Ten Mile, Suite 108
552-9144 (24 hour) M-T-Th-F 10-4

FREE ADMISSION

NORTHEIELD HILLS
" ONE

10 am 0 6 pm

90 Artists & Craft people
participating
Northfield Hills, Troy

Long Lake Rd. East of I-75 at Coolidge

FOOD and ENTERTAINMENT

RAIN DATE Sunday Aug. 24

All the lobster
and cther seafood
delicacies you can eat.
Friday evenings at the

Haymarket.

Reservations required
$1995,all ages.

Troy Hitton Inn

Maple Road a1 Ste, henson Hwy.
Ca” {313} 583

NJOY
VIGTOHIA STATION'S

EARLY

SPECIAL

5:00 TO7:00RH.

HEARTY BEEF RIB

BARBEQUE DINNER
595

(Complete with beverage and unfimitsd salad bar.)

CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER $3.95

VICTORIA STATION BEEF RIBS
Al of our ribs are USDA Choice beef back ribs,
fresh cut, aged with no preservatives added. and
slow baked in our special barbeque sauce.

G\
VISTORIA STATICH]
\v/ ®

Troy, 1475 West Big Beaver Road, (313)643-7260
Southtield, 28565 Northweslern Highway. {313) 357-4424

MONTREUX-DETROIT
‘NTERNAIMM FESTIVAL LAURINDOAI.MEIDA—

FRI. AUG. 29
TERRACE — DETROIT PLAZA
HOTEL — Renaistance Center
5:00 P.M.
LENORE PAXTON
HEATH BROTHERS
RAMSEY LEWIS
$10

Y4 uzum

°
MUSI HALL CENTER
8:30 P.M.
SUPERSAX —
CLARK TERRY
& THE WAYNE STATE
UNIV. JAZZ LAB BAND
— RADIO SUISSE
ROMANDE
7,510,513

SAT. AUG. 30
TERRACE — DETROIT PLAZA
HOTEL = Renalssance Ceater

6:00 P.M.
LARRY NOZERO
UARTET
SPYRO GYRA
510

MUSIC HAW CENTER
8:30 P.M.
OSCAR PETERSON —
SKYWALK —
L'ORCHESTRE

SYMPATHIQUE
58,512,815
. AUG. 31
TERRACE — DETROIT PLAZA
HOTEL= Reauiance Center

6:01
SIPPIE WALLACE
B. B KING

Music mu e

BOBLO OPENING NIGHT GALA
THURS., AUG. 28 — 8:00 PM — 525 PER PERSO!

INCLUDES: CRUISE, RUFFET, ENTERTAINMENT & DANCING

THE WORLD'S GREATEST JAZZ BAND

and
THE LITTLE McKINNEY COTTON PICKERS

Champagne and All That Jazz

Delroit Plaza Weckend Package
For Information and Reservations — 568-8200

MONTREUX-DETROIT INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL

D
W A MAJOR SPONSOR OF TH!

Programs Subject to Change. All rights reserved, the Detroit Renaissance Foundation. No Refunds.

TITO PUENTE — ROY
BROOKS — ARTISTIC
TRUTH & the

N ABORIGINAL
PERCUSSION CHOIR
$7,510,$

MON. SEPT. 1
MUSIC HALL CENTER
8:30P.M.
George Bohanon —
Jack Brokensha —
Kenny Burrell —
Ron Carter — Tommy
Flanagan—Billy Mitchell
—J.C.Heard —
And More...
$5,$8, 510

TICKETS AT THESE CTC OUTLETS

MUSIC HALL, KAYBAUM | MUSICSTOP | HUDSONS ARSI RATEC

350 Madison Avenue |  SIRMINGHAM BRCHHILPLZA |  ALLTENMETRD Llosto sunoar

CAGSts SRy ki HOSON'S STORES
Box Office Open: GROSSE POINTE GREEN PLAZA FISHER BUILDING
dgusr | R | wign |Gl [
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10:00 2.m.-6:00 p.m. | cubets shoke TR P b
HORTHLAND EASTEAT

Call 963-7680 for Visa | , oakuakD matL i Banl::‘::‘hbu!l n.mfx'ﬁﬁ at
or Mastercharge | poxTiac wauL Mol bied S grehard Lake Re.




