Dinner theater comedy shines

By RS.LEIDER

Dressed in a smart Scarsdale black
dress and pearls, Mrs. Baker bursts
unannounced into her son Don’s New
York apartment. She finds him barely
dressed entertaining the also barely
dressed not-so-girl-next-door.

No one is really shocked, and the au-
dience is filled with delightful anticipa-
tion.

Thus ends Act I in Theatre of the
Arts current production "of Leonard
Gershe's 1969 touching comedy “But-
terflies Are Free” at Mr. Mac's Stable
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You see — and don't be afraid to use
sighted terms — Don Baker is blind.
His world dark since birth, he has been

mother-smothered up until 2 month he's about to take the girl away from tentionally cruel. Behind the blonde They don't try to make you think they Ethel Simmons, ter- Ford Rd. at Telegraph

ago when he moved from Mama’s plush  Don. mop is a mass of precision gears. hae done more than they have. Itisa o S0 ‘acer;zezrs presents 72

digs to his decor-by-Salvation-Army Turek makes Austin vile. His is a Ms. Whiting gives Jill, a first a seem- notch above the normal dinner theater Bowers, Birn:u b ontnous Daly Hainces §
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Norm Skaggs plays Baker with a
sensitivity, sense of humor and inner
vision few actors are blessed with. His
face plays expertly around his un-

© DFT The highlight of the season comes cock film. Joseph Cotten plays a mur-  “The Qutlaw” (1943), 3 a.m. Satur- o OnW. Maple
“Home Movies” (1980), 7 and 9:30 Sept. 20 with “The Searchers,” John derer who likes to torment his victims day on Channel 62. Originally 123 = (i Telegraph

pan. Friday, and “Shadow of 2
Doubt” (1943), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Satur-
day, both at the Detroit Institute of
Arts, 5200 Woodward, phone 832-
2730, $1.50. Running txmes 90 and
108 minutes, 7
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focused eyes and expresses a loving
warmth and triumph of spirit.

One rarely see this in any person —
let alone the characters in the play. He
makes the entire audience feel at ease
with the handicap. You can relax and
greatly enjoy the moments of mne
shared with him.

Beth Carpenter as Don’s mother i

likeable felow. He is dirty looking with
elephantitis of the ‘ego. And besides,

He does such a fine_ job, you'd easlly
want to kick him on the street.
In this tight ensemble it seems unfanr

to pick a best performance. At the

Her Jill Tanner is delightful dizzy. She
is well meaning, even when she is unin-

her own, a depth of love and caring.

The character grows to a full person by,

the end of the play. Jill and Don may
ot stay together, but you know they

Tom Panzenhagen

Ford's pseudo-saga starring John
Wayne as a bigoted frontiersman who
searches relentlessly for a niece kid-
naped by Indians. Shot in part in Ari-
z0na’s magmllcenl Mnnument Valley,

is filmed and

The Detroit Film Theatre's sevenlh
year is under way at the institute with
Friday, Saturday and Sunday night pro-
grams through Dec. 20. The Friday
shows feature recent films either new
to Detroit or which have received rela-
tively little exposure here.

Saturday's fare showcases establish-
ed films — from “Alexander Nevsky”
to “Kiss Me, Stupid” — and the sole

focus Sunday nights, starting Aug. 24,is  have come off the tip top of De Pal- old Hedy. The plot of “Perilous,” by the and Doc Holliday (Walter Huston). Cer- “FINAL

on Japanese filmmaker Akira Kuro- ma’s head. way, involves a woman who may or tainly worth seeing, if only for the sug- COUNTDOWN™
sawa, director of such pictures as “Sev- “Shadow of a Doubt,” the Saturday may not have committed murder. Also  gestiveness. Also starring Thomas

en Samurai” and “Throne of Blood.” feature, is a seldom-seen Alfred Hitch-  starring George Brent. Mitchell. (PG)

Wayne — thanks to Ford's superb di-
rection — gives the best performance
of his life.

Friday's “Home Movies" is a film by
Brian De Palma, the director of “Car-
rie” and “The Fury,” made in conjunc-
tion with a film class he taught in New
York. The ads call it a “delightfully
free-form comedy,” but it’s more like a
bad mishmash of ideas that seem to

before doing them in. Sereenplay, un-
likely as it may seem, by Thofnten
“Our Town" Wilder.
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“Experiment Perilous” (1944), 12:30
a.m. Friday on Channel 50. Origi-
nally 91 minutes.

If you can stay up late enough there
are a few films of interest this week,
starting with a Hedy Lamarr vehicle.
Vehicles are all you can call Hedy's
films because they were '30s and '40s
equivalents of “Charlie’s Angels.” Ah,
but if only any of the angels were as
alluringly glamorous as this 31-year-

THE SET by Alan Joseph and Ms.
LaRose suits the production perfectly.

“Butterﬂies" plays until Aug. 23. If it
were only just the play for the evening
it would be a pleasurable experience;
however, with dinner, it is doubly so.

minutes.

Howard Hughes made a couple of
good films — “Hell's Angels” (1930),
“The Front Page" (1931) ~ and several
bad ones. “Outlaw” must at least be
called a curious film. It was made in
'43 but not released for ancther three
years, during which time Hughes hyped
the picture by claiming censors were
holding it back. When finally released,
there was buxom Jane Russell in the
brassiere designed by Hughes especial-
ly for the part. Most curious, though, is
the decidedly homosexual relationship
ascribed to Billy the Kid (Jack Buetel)
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New theater
plans season

DramaLab, Inc., a Michigan nonprofit corpora-
tion, announces the opening of its theater, the
Fourth Street Playhouse, 301 W. Fourth, Royal

Oak.

The playhouse will have its grand opening Sept. 5
and will present a season of seven productions dur-

ing the 1980-81 season.

The Fourth Street Playhouse season includes:
award-winning playwright David's Hamet's “The
Woods,” dpening Sept. 5; Pulitzer-Prize-winnner
Paul Zisidel's “The Ladies at the Alamo,” opening

graphs or other informa-
tion for the entertain-
ment pages can be sent to

The entertainment
pages include news, fea-
tures and reviews on
movies, music (pop, rock,
jazz, country), night life,

The phone number of
the office is

Jimmy Launce
PROductions, Inc.

directed by Hal Youngblood
Performances
Friday & Soturday
Group Rates &
Performances Avail

Lower Level Somerset Mall

644-1100.
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