Antigue car buffs show wares at

By MIKE SCANLON

There are cars. And then there is his-
tory on wheels.

For John Sullivan, that means a 1934
V-12 Packard 1107 Club Sedan; for
Mike Weiner, it's a 1937 supercharged
Cord convertible; for Terence Adderly,
a 1935 Auburn supercharged boattail
speedster; and for Ken Weller it's a
1937 Horch Cabriolet.

These four men have what you might
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call a disease. You begin to suspect
that perhaps Sullivan has the worst
case when he has to stop and think just
how many cars he has parked at his
Livonia home. When the answer comes,
it's “six or seven of them, something
like that."

But Sullivan looks positively healthy
next to Weller, who figures he owns
about 50 other cars besides the Horch.

To find the symptoms of the disease
that afflicts these men, all you need do
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something he doesn’t do very ofter — in three years, the car’s aceu-
mulated a total of 106 miles, mainly getting into and out of an en-
closed trailer. (Staff photo by Bill Bresler)

is ask about their cars.

Mike Weiner, for instance.

One recent morning, Weiner was in
Bill Bizer's restoration-specialty ga-
rage surrounded by Cords in various
stages of disrepair. On his face was the
kind of grin you usually see on teenag-
ers holding hands and staring, soulful-
ly, into one another’s eyes.

But in Weiner’s case, he was staring
deeply into the hand-rubbed, deep
maroon, nitrocellulose lacquer finish of
his pride and joy, that 1937 Cord with
the supercharged Lycoming engine.

He liked what he saw.

“When I look at that car, it's like
looking at a beautiful diamond. That's
how it always appears to me. I get, not
obsessed — what's the word F'm look-
ing for? — mesmerized. I get mesmer-
ized.”

Weiner turned down a purchase offer
six weeks ago, and anytime you can go
eyeball-to-eyeball with $30,000 and say
“No,” you deserve a grin.

The Cord and the others are some of
the 100 antique and classic cars expect-
ed to be displayed Sunday at the second
annual Concours D'Elegance car show
at Rochester’s Meadow Brook Hall.

For auto enthusiasts, the show is
nothing less than mind-boggling. Con-
sider Duesenbergs cheek-by-jow] with
Bugattis, Marmons cozying up to Au-
burns, Daimlers next to Pierce Arrows.
And makes only true diehards even
know how to pronounce: Isotta-Fras-
chini, Ruxton, Talbot, Delahaye, La-
gonda and Minerva.

What the cars all have in common is
their status. They are all luxury cars,
and most centain significant, some-
times even revolutionary developments

WEINER WAS of
course. His car is not even faintly like a
diamond. After all, it’s maroon.

1t’s more like a ruby.

In any event, Weiner has good reason
to grin. When he bought the car, “it was
in bushel baskets, literally, in a guy’s
basement.” It took Bizer four years to
complete the restoration.
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Especially that Cord. The first car
with front-wheel drive — and, for more
than 30 years, the only car with front-
wheel drive — the first with built-in
turn signals, the first with windshield
wipers.

The Cord has concealed headlights,
but Sullivan’s Packard has headlights
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Meadow Brook

that turn in the same direction as the
car. Weller's Horch hag built-in jacks.
Adderley also owns a Duesenberg that
took a first-place at last year’s Con-
cours and lubricates its chassis auto-
matically every 75 miles. ,

And in addition to their innovations
and their luxury, there's also perform-
ance to consider. The four-cylinder
Mode! A had a top speed of about 55
mph. The show cars were the fastest
things on the road in their day.

SOME OF THEM may still be —
their owners tend to be a little coy on
just how fast they can go.

For instance, Weller believes his sin-
gle four-barrel carbureted Horch pro-
duces 400-500 horsepower, compared
to as little as 50 in today's tiny smog
‘wagans.

“It has so much bore and stroke,
when T put it into overdrive at 70 T
don't think it's turning 2,100, 2,200
rpm,” said Weller.

That may sound like gibberish to
you, but it boils down to a top speed
‘potential of well more than 100 mph.

Weller said the Horch gets “just
about six miles to the gallon, but who
cares?”

He can’t prove it because most facto-
ry records were destroyed in World
War I, but Weller believes the car was
originally ordered by Adolph Hitler for
Heinrich Himmler, the “dreaded chief
of the SS,” as Weller describes him.

Weller estimated the Horct is worth-
+$75,000, minimum.” If you're curious,
it bears a strong resemblance to the
Mercedes-Benz 540K.

Terence Adderley, of Bloomfield
Hills, owns five old cars including the
Auburn he'll enter Sunday.

“The Auburn Company, which was in
its day one of the leading auto manu-
facturers, built about 2,000 of these
boattails and they sold one for about
$2,200 and even at that price they lost
money. They were sold as attention-
getters,” Adderley said.

“In those days, they didn’t throw
things out. The '35 Auburn wasbuilt us-
ing an awful lot of parts from the '33.”

The Auburn, the Cord and the
Duesenberg, incidentally, have some-
thing more in common than just being
old and classic —~ they were all de-
signeo' by the same man, Gordon
Buehrig, who now lives in Grosse
Pointe.
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SHOPPING IN GRAND STYLE

7 MILE ROAD AHD GRAND RIVER
Exclusive Agent the Hayman Co.

It's Back to School Days
At 7-Grand Shopping Cenfer...

...and you can
meet Detroit Tiger
star Mark Wagner
this Friday, August
15 from 1:30 P.M.
to 3:30 P.M. (on
the stage in front

of Sims).

Read about it!
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WATER TOWER. VISIT OUR NEWEST STORE . . . A BARGAIN
.. ADECORATOR'S DREAM.

>
2

HUNTER'S PARADISE

CERAMIC

~@Yar

- GRASS § % 99

INDOOR - QUTDOOR

sa v

SAVE 30%

BASEMENT
VINYL ASBESTOS

- NOWE

30% OFF

ON ALL BOOKS

CERAMIC
FLOORTILE

79" ..

0 1”"x1” TILES
@ ON SHEETS
o WHITE

KITCHEN CARPET

SPOINTS

SUMMER
SALE

Now In Progress

SAVINGS

%O

All Merchandise in Store on Sale
Special Orders Taken at a Sale Price

Schrader’s
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PROYVIDERNGE HOSPITAL—MNOVI AMBULATORY CARE CENTER

NOW PROVIDING HEALTH CARE SERVICES FOR A GROWING COMMUNITY

e 24-Hour Emergency Care Unit

board certified physicians and a staff specially trained in emergency medicine

to treat any sudden

illness or accident

Phone: 471-0300
o 24-Hour Laboratory & Radiology Services

to aid in the diagnosis of your illness

o Pediatrics
five pedi

© Obstetrics & Gy

necology
three obstetrician-gynecologists offering complete medical care for women

(scheduled to open later this year)

o Community Healt

h Education
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Located at the corner of

10 Mile Road and Haggerty Road

Y
smoking clinics and a variety of ather health

PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL—HOV!
AMBULATORY CARE CENTER

39500 West 10 Mile Roed
Novi, Michigan 48050

Phone: 471-0300

A not-for-profit organization sponsored by
The Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul

{CPR), Lamaze classes, stop
programs open to the public
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