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Developing a responsible course for multinationals

1t’s mindboggling. The worldwide annual sales of
GM or Exxon exceed the gross national products of
Venezuela, Argentina or South Korea, and the annu-
al sales of IBM or GE surpasses the gross national
product of Thailand, Egypt or Pakistan.

Usually identified as multinationals, it is predict-
ed that by the year 2000. several hundred of these

. larger multinationals will own between one-half

and four-fifths of the world's productive assets.

1t is very difficult to measure the effect multina-
tionals have on world-wide development because of
the cause and effect relationship and the influences
they have over political structures.

Another ingredient is the self- Tighteous attitude
multinationals express about their role in over-all
development.

ARTHUR FURER, president of the Swiss-based
Nestle says that less developed countries can only
dcvclop lhrough economic growth. He claims that

~multinationals foster this growth by creating jobs.
training workers and injecting know-how and capi-
tal into the economy.”

Nestle. if anyone has forgotten. is the firm that
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has been charged with the unethical distribution of
an infant formula that has caused widespread star-
vation and even death among those unable to main-
tain use of the formula aiter discharge from hospi-
tal care.

A U. S. Senate subcommittee heard testimony in
1978 that'the use of infant formula probably result-
ed in about 10 million cases of severe malnutrition
and gastroenteritis each year. with many cases
leading to death.

1T IS DIFFICULT to know where to start in de-

veloping a more responsible course for muitina-
tions.

Not all are US based and the awesome power

would be to withdraw subsidies and guarantees pro-
tecting U.S. multinationals investing in foreign
countries. Qur Overseas Private Investment Corpo-
ration places our money in direct support of any

the US. reflect make restricti:
legislation doubtful. Appeals to national interests
are likewise ineffective because of their interna-
tional scope. When Congress passed a law requiring
grain export companies to disclose their interna-
tional sales, Cargill and Continental. the two larg-
est, shifted their export sales activities to foreign
subsidiaries to avoid the law. And more recently,
multinational grain companies have shuffled sup-
plies to avoid embargo on grain to Russia. By send-
ing non-U.S. grain to the Soviets, the law is not ex-
actly broken, but certainly not supported.

THERE ARE several ways for us to respond to
the threat multinational present, and participation
and support of the United Nation's programs would
be a first step. The World Health Organization has
made some progress in checking Nestle's unethical

us. that might lose its investment in
a foreign country due to war. expropriation or
being unable to convert corrency.

It is the thid step that will be more difficult. but
in the end, longerlasting.

We need a new definition of progress and a high-
er regard for the basic rights of people and coun-
tries that we have claimed in need of development.

Laying one brick on top of another is not always
progress, and injecting capital and know-how into 2
country is not always development.

1t is a chilling thought to think of oneself as a
consumer in a socicty where the producer’s main
incentive is profit. and changing that incentive may
be well nigh impossible, But for a vast number of

people on this earth, they have nothing to lose and
‘everything to gain by trying.

distribution of the infant formula. A second step
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DETROIT FIRST
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE  ’
(NOW WORSHIPING AT):

30623 W. TWELVE MILE RD.
FARMINGTON HILLS, MICHIGAN
REV. JAMES D. CONNER

945 AM. CHRISTIAN ED.

1100 AM. WORSHIP SERVICE

830 PM. PRAISE & WORSHIP
'WEDNESDAY

700 P, PRAYER & SHARE
NURSERY FACILITIES
AVALABLE

WATCH FOR OUR NEW CHURCH AT
1-275 AND B MILE ROAD

CHURCH PHONE 477-2525

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM
191 Chester at Willits

SUNDAY SERVICES.....
SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING ..

READING ROOM - 355 East Mapte - 644-7335
Mon., Tue. 9:30-5:30 and 7-; Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Yhur., Fri. 8:30-9

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

.. 10:30 AM.
10:30 A.M.

FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE

Maple at Inkster

SUNDAY SERVICES
SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY TES
READING ROOM - 4361 Orchard Lake Rd. - 851-7740 .

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat.: 10-5:30; Friday 10-9

ho above d Reading Rooms.
Child care facilties provided Sunday and Wednesday.

N ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
in the above churches you may-hear testimonies of healing
through the application of Christian Science, to problems of
health, finances, personal relationships, academics, business

and so on. Join us in rejoicing that there is a practical answer
to every need. You will be lovingly welcomed. ‘




