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Dems select slate for staie court, school posts

A long-time Democrat linked with the Detroit Cavanagh
years and a relatively unknown party regular were nomi-
nated for the Michigan Supreme Court at Sunday’s state
Democratic Party convention in Cobo Hall.

‘Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Joseph B. Sullivan, 58,
defeated state Court of Appeals Judge Michael F. Cavanagh,
39, and Attorney Warren D. Bracy Jr., 38, of Ann Arbor for
one nomination.

Also nominated, without opposition, was Elizabeth B.
Burch, 55, a Dearborn attorney and former 16th District
Democratic Party chairman.

WHILE THE Nov. 4 election for two state Supreme Court
justices is officially “non-partisan,” the two major political
parties nominate the candidates that appear on the Novem-
ber ballot.

Sullivan of Grosse Pointe Park, a circuit judge since 1974,
defeated Cavanagh after two ballots. The two had agreed
before the 3,154 state convention delegates voted that the
Toser would not oppose Mrs. Burch, a late entry in the nomi-
nation process.

“I got into this race only Friday at 10 o'clock,” Mrs. Burch
said after her nomination Sunday.

Cavanagh is the younger brother of the late Jerome Ca-
vanagh, Detroit’s mayor during most of the 1960s. Sullivan
was Jerome Cavanagh’s campaign manager in 1961 and was
the city of Detroit purchasing commissioner in 1967. He was
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elected Wayne County Clerk in 1972 and elected to the eir-
cuit court in 1975.

'WITH 49 PERCENT of the first ballot vote, Sullivan was
30 votes short of nomination. Bracy, the only black supreme

~ court candidate, dropped out of the race and urged delegates

to vote for Sullivan. Bracy received 7.5 percent of the first
ballot vote.

On the second baliot, Sullivan won with 54 percent of the
vote.

Among suburban districts, Sullivan won the 2nd (including
Livonia and Plymouth), 15th (including Canton Township,
‘Westland and Garden City), 17th (including Southfield and

* the Farmington area), 18th {including Troy) and 19th (most
of Oakland County including Birmingham-Bloomfield, West
Bloomfield and Pontiac).

Cavanagh was a narrow winner in the 12th Distriet, which

includes Rochester and part of Avon Township.

INCUMBENT JUDGES seeking re-election include chief
Supreme Court Justice Mary Coleman, nominated last week
by the Republican Party and Justice Charles Levin, elected
asan mdependen! in 1972 after i.’ulmg to win the Democrat-
ic party i Also y the was
Michael Hegarty, 47, a former lemgswn County Commis-

sioner. The candidates will run for eight-year terms.

While Sullivan said he will pay “no particular attention to
knock off” either incumbent, both he and Ms, Burch agreed
that Judge Coleman was too conservative. Ms. Burch labeled
herself a “moderate.”

Ms. Burch downplayed her lack of judiclal experience. “I
don't think you need judicial experience,” she sald, citing
supreme court Justice G. Mennen Williams, a former gover-
nor first elected to the court in 1970.

“I'm a trial lawyer and I have lots of trial experience,”
Ms. Bureh said.

FOR OTHER i ducation offices, the Dy
nominated former Wayne County juvenile court Judge
James H. Lincoln, 64, and Carroll M. Hutton, 60, of Highland,
a semi-retired adult education director for the United Auto
Workers, for two eight-year terms on the State Board of
Education.

Nominated for two eight-year terms on the Wayne State
University Board of Governors were Murray E. Jackson, 53,
of Detroit, a Univerity of Michigan professor of higher edu-
cation and former Wayne County Community College presi-
dent and Elena R. Sanchez, 38, of Saginaw, a secretary in the
UAW Region 1D office and a state party officer-at-large.
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