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Persistence pays off
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“It took me 25 years to develop disci-
pline,” declares pianist Charles Row-
land. Something else he has learned is
patience. .

A quarter of a century of playing pi-
ano in night clubs and restaurants may
do that for anyone. But, Charles Row-
land exemplifies patience and equan-
imity.

He waited until he was in his ‘205 to
teach himself to play the piano. Hiring
into Ford Motor Company at the same
time, Rowland began a career in the
shipping department while watching
friends and fellow musicians make
pames for themselves in the music
field.

Now, after nearly 30 years with the
auto maker, Charles Rowland, who
looks far too young for it, bides his
time to retire from the plant.

That basn't stopped him from build-
ing a separate career as a jazz and
cocktail pianist. Recently he was, in
the words of restaurateur Sydney
Harris, “adopted” by Sydney’s restau-
rant in Troy. Rowland performs solo
piano on a console piano five nights a
week at Sydney's in the Top of Troy
Building, I-75 and Big Beaver Road.

A TALL, GENIAL man, Rowland is
serious about his music. At Sydney’s he
plays standard tunes, letting his slight-
ly bebop fingers dance into flights of
faney every so often. He never strays
far from ‘the melody, with good tunes
like “Satin Doll,” “Take the A Train,”
“Stardust” and “The Nearness of You”
being handled with loving care.

He swings away from the opening
identifying chorus of “Try a Little

‘I sound like a lot
sounds like me.’

of people, but ho one

— jazz and cocktail pramst Charles Rowland

Tenderness” and has fun with left-
handed chords as he lopes along in a
swinging, bouncing improvisation.

“Misty” has a readily identifiable
Erroll Garner touch. At other times,
strains of Bud Fowell and Ramsey
Lewis come through.

After a set, sitting at the circular
Sydney’s bar, Rowland said, “I sound
like a lot of people, but no one sounds
like me.”

As a teenager growing up in Detroit,
Rowland played the clarinet. At 21, he
taught himself to play the piano and
read music. “It took me six months to
learn the chords and scales,” he said.
“Then, I started to play professional-
1y

An amazing story Sure. But, what

about how the Rowland family got to .

Michigan from Talladega, Ala.?

“MY FATHER was caught selling
corn liquor, At that time, black people
were hanged for less than that. They let
him visit his family and we all got on a
train and came North. They gave him a
break. I was only 2 years old.”

Rowland'’s mother “could play the pi-
ano a little,” but he and his two broth-
ers some how wound up with the gift of
musie. His brother Sherrill is a singer
and dancer while brother Eddie plays
the saxophone.

Rowland said he was influenced by
the people with whom he attended
Northern High School in Detroit. “I
went to school with Paul Chambers

Jerry Lewis Telethon
broadcasts from mall

To help in the fight against Muscular
Dystrophy, Oakland Mall in Troy will
once again serve as an official Jerry
Lewis Telethon Center.on Labor Day.

Several events and fund-raising ac-
tivites have been scheduled continuous-
ly from 10 am. to 5 p.m. Portions of
the day's activities will be televised
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live from the mall on Channel 2.
Entertainment will be provided by

the Perfect Blend, featuring Orin Ross

and Adele Meritt, playing pop and jazz

music; the Oakland University Mime

Ensemble; and local high school bands.
Voluntéers to help with these events

may contact Peggy Shapiro at 585-6000.

i

(bass), Sonny Red (saxophone), Doug

Watkins {bass) and Donald Byrd (trum-
pet).”

All of these men have become na-
tionally known jazz figures. Another
Detroiter, pianist Tommy Flanagan, a
long-time Ella Fitzgerald pianist until
1978, also had an influence on his style
as did Oscar Peterson and McCoy
Tyner.

“1 was influenced by bebop when it
seemed to be dying out,” Rowland re-
marked, talking about pianist Bud
Powell and trumpeter Miles Davis.” I
saw Charlie Parker in person twice in
Detroit. Once at the Greystone Ball-
room and another time at the Paradise
Theatre.”

IN THE ‘50s, Rowland was a part of
an active jazz scene at some of the best
night spots. He led groups at the Hobby
Bar, the Twenty Grand and the Play-
boy Club and also played with Detroit
jazz greats at the Bluebird Inn and
Kiline's Show Bar. For the last 10 years
prior to arriving at Sydney's in the
spring, he played in St. Clair Shores at
Danny'’s Copa Lounge.

Although he sees the conditions for
music improving in the Detroit area,
Rowland has some dreams he has pa-
tiently put aside. “I would like to ex-
plore the possibilities in the entertain-
ment capitals like Las Vegas, Califor-
nia and New York in the future,” he
said.

In the meantime, he can be found
Tuesday-Saturday night at Sydney's
playing tunes by Cole Porter and Duke
Ellington. “I like to play standards and
Cole Porter is the best. Because of the
chord structure. There are always
enough changes in Porter to make it
interesting."

But, Charles Rowland always puts
his own changes and ideas into what-
ever he plays. “Whatever I play, I'm in
there too. I put the melody down once
to let the people know what it is they're
hearing. Then, I play me for a while. At
the end again, I play the melody to let
them know what they’ve heard.”
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Laced with seasoned butter
and served with fresh com
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or Charles Rowland

Charles Rowland is a regular at Sydney’s in Troy, where hé entertains five nights a week.

| Aciress heads ‘Carnival’ cast |

Polly Rowles of New York has been
cast in a leading role in the comedy-
romance “Thieves' Carnival,” which
will open the Meadow Brook Theatre’s
15th gala anniversary season Oct. 9, on
the campus of Oakland University near
Rochester.

Miss Rowles will portray an aristo-
cratic English lady who knowingly in-
vites a trio of thieves to a houseparty
at her lavish villa in a fashionable re-
sort in France to “break the monotony
of another dull holiday.”

Unexpectedly, her niece falls in love

with one of the thieves who plans to rob
the villa.

Miss Rowles’ extensive career has
included performances in London's
West End, on Broadway, in Hollywood
and on television. Her many Broadway
credits include “Forty Carats” with Ju-
lie Harris, “No Strings” with Richard
Kiley and Diahann Carroll and “Look
After Lulu,” which was adapted and di-
rected by Noel Coward.

SHE ALSO CREATED the role of
Vera Charles in “Auntie Mame” with
Rosalind Russell on Broadway.

Travel Party

Thursday September 11, 1980

Guest Speaker
Color Film Door Prizes

Miss Rowles is remembered by
Meadow Brook audiences for her per-
formances in “Ring Round the Moon"
and “The Show-Off.” Last winter she
was featured in the touring production
of “Daisy Mayme" which starred Jean
Stapleton.

Theatergoers who buy season tickets
to Meadow Brook before the Sept. 8
deadline may see all eight productions
for the price of seven.

For information about subseriptions
to Meadow Brook’s forthcoming sea-
son, call the box office at 377-3300.

7:30 — % pm

Sheraten Southfield Hotel
17017 West Nine Mile Road
located east of Southfield Rd.




