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Nancy Wilson knows audience

By JIM WINDELL

You expect certain things with Nan-
cy Wilson. Like a smooth performance;
a superbly balanced program of soul,
blues and ballads; and classy, dramatic
ballads.

Nancy Wilson hasn't lasted in the en-
tertainment business for 28 years by
failing to live up to people’s expecta-
tions. Friday night's performance at
Meadow Brook Music Festival was no
let down to the several thousand fans
who filled the pavilion and spread
themselves over much of the visible
lawn space in the outdoor theater.

After working ont some initial sound
problems and toning down the orches-
tra, Nancy Wilson proceeded to bedaz-
zle her fans. The top-notch show cov-
ered familiar territory but still cap-
tivated the audience. ~

‘The Persuasions opened the concert

Seger’

Bob Seger looked up from the lights
and realized he was finally there at
last. The Detroiter was welcomed by
the Pine Knob crowd on Sumday-Tues-
day.

He opened his concert at the outdoor
music theater in Clarkston with the
song “Nine Tonight” from the “Urban
Cowboy" soundtrack. With a guitar
hanging from his neck, wearing jeans
and track shoes, a pudgy Seger told the
crowd “I feel funky tonight.”

Three fernale background singers
added a rich sound to Seger's rough
voice on the ballad “You'll Acomp’ny
Me” from his 12th and latest album,
“Against the Wind” (Capitol).

He strapped on an acoustic guitar for
the moody “Mainstreet” from the
“Nightmoves" album. Seger played the
role of a Picasso as he carefully paint-
ed picutres in the minds of thousands.
He chose words like a painter would
choose colors until each fan could see
the hustlers and the losers as they
found their feet down on Main Street.

SAXOPHONE AND horn player Alto
Reed was featured on the Jackson/
Jones composition “Old Time Rock and
Roll” His tremendous horn talents
were also featured on one of the best
road songs ever written: “Here Iam on
the road again/There I am up on the
stage/Here I go playing star again/
There I go - Turn the Page.”

Seger played most of the new album,
such as the easy rocker “Good for Me,”
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to an audience that did not really ap-
preciate all it tried to do. An a cappella
vocal quintet, the Persuasions
mustered little enthusiasm from the
crowd.

THE GROUP MAY have gone over
better teamed with a big band or a co-
median, and that's the way Meadow
Brook had it planned originally. A
switch in schedules between Ms. Wilson
and Bill Cosby resulted in a pairing of
Ms. Wilson with the Persuasions and
and Cosby with the Duke Ellington
Band.

1f the Persuasions scored at all, it

was with Paul Simon’s “Slip Sliding
Away” or the medley of '50s rock ‘0’
roll. The group’s gospel harmonies
tended to fall flat with an audience that
seemed to view it as a nuisance to en-
dure until Nancy Wilson performed. -

MS, WILSON'S hour-long set skipped
lightly from some “of ber early tunes
and a reference to late alto saxaphone
player Julian Cannonball Addereley,
who accompanied her on her fourth al-
bum back in 1962. She followed up that
musical reference with a Dinah Wash-
ington medley featuring growls and
shifting chords.

The medley provéd if she had chosen
to be a blues singer only, she could
have been the best around.

Her old songs, from 50s and "60s al-
bums, were a staple in her concert. One
of the reasons they stay fresh is their

s a painter with his

; -+
Bob Seger was in a funky mood.
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the hard rocker “Her Strut” and the
single “Fire Lake.”

Older songs like “Ramblin’ Gamblin®
Man,” “Fire Down Below” and “Kat-
mandu” got the crowd up on its feet.
The more wild fans enjoyed the new
rocker “Betty Lou's Gettin’ Qut To-
night” while the more mellow fans en-
joyed “We've Got Tonight.”

The crowd quieted down as Seger
strummed the chords of the title song
and sang 1 wish I didn't know now
what I didn’t know then.”

In this song, he captures the pain of
youth that rolls helplessly into adult-
hood. His words touch us deep inside

strong message. Also, Ms. Wilson
knows a thing or two about working an
audience. i

With her contrasting vocal range and
a sense of drama, she can turn even a
trite lyric into a story telling tour de
force. Gliding up the scale and then set-
tling into a confiding whisper, Ms. Wil-
son retold the well-known stories of a
love affair in 2 gloomy bar in the after-
noon and_about knowing herself as a
woman. .

HER FAVORITES tend to be those
tunes that continuously thrill Nancy
Wilson fans: “Guess Who I Saw Today,”
“How Glad I Am" and “I've Never
Been to Me.” These songs have been
dround for years, yet she can make
them sound young and unused.

That's the ability she has as a singer
who is as much dramatist and story
teller as superb vocalist.

MUSIC

and make us wish we could relive those
innocent moments.

However, before the next verse is
sung, we're glad for where we are and

know that we wouldn't want to go

through it all again for ali the money in
the world.
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Grand Opening!
Wailey, Chop Suey

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

« {uncheons ¢ Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys.a week
. Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sua. 1210 p.m.
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Celebrating ad Chinesa & AmericanFood  *CARRY-OUT
Operated by Lola & Seto
1637 S. Woodward Mo FANN o 546-5140
Birmingham Satwtar 18920 6455141
Ridgedale Theatre is | 3blks.N.of 14 Milo Sy 1210 5455142

celebrating its 50th anni-

versary.

This Golden Jubilee
Year will feature four
plays, “Any Number Can
Die,” ‘‘Heaven Can
Wait,” “Oklahoma” and
“Diary of Ann Frank.”
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New and potential
members are being invit-
ed to a get-acquainted
party at the theater, 8501
W. 10 Mile Road, Pleas-

LL 352-3330
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BE AWARE!
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Sun & Holidays 12-10pm
856 N. Woodward,

fear Oak St Birmingham J

All the lobster
and other seafood
Friday evenings at the

Haymarket.

Reservations required
$1995,cllages.
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Troy Hilion Inn
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Call {313} 583.9
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Served

FINE DINING AT YESTERDAYS PRICES
Monday thru Thursday 5 pm10 11 pm
Friday & Saturday 5pmto 7 pm
SPECIAL VEAL DINNERS FOR 2 *16% per couple
with ¥z Litre of Wine
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS
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PRIME RIB AND CRAB
What a blend of tastes! You get our tender prime rlb4$ ' .95

cooked to your order. served along side a generous
COMPLETE DINNER

portion of succulent Alaskan king crab leg. And
of course it includes a fresh green salad, bread &
butter and your choice of baked potato. French
fries or rice. And at a very special $8.95.

This Is our regular
Prime Rib and Alaskan
King Crab dnner-at a
speclal saving price
Sunday thru Thursday
durlng our regular
dinner hours.

26855 Greenfield Road
Southfleld, 557-0570

Call today
for reservations.

Valid through September 11, 1980.
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Gpen Monday thru Saturdoy, 11:30 a.m,
Private Cotering and Banguets
i o After-Theatre Manw ®

8351-4094
27822 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
FARMINGTON HILLS MICHIGAN 48018
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Cocktail Specials Daily

APANESE STEAKHOUSE
CANTONESE &
AMERICAN FOOD

RESTAURANT
«EXOTIC COCKTAILS «
Garmy-outacn Chinesa Food
CHINESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-3 PM
JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 AM-2PM

DINNERS 5-9:30 PM Closed
FALASAT.A030PH ot
Closad Mondavs P

QAT SIX MILE « LIVONIA 427-3171

Aug. 31,
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weekend

yourself.

3 Jimmy Launce
PROductions, Inc.

presents

Lower Levg) Somerset Mall

your car and drive to the
Northfield Hiiton for a super

little price. Go ahead - spoil

UNWINDER]

* Luxurious room

- Cocktail in Hurley's,
our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment
and dancing on a stairess.

steet dance floor
A Comedy .
) * All-season indoor pool
directed by Hal Youngblood . Saunas
Performances . N
Friday & Saturday + Leisurely breakfast in
Group Rates & Wicker Works {or room
Performances Available servics)
Reservations * Free parking
643-8865 « $29.80 por parson,

double ggcupancy

E GAS, jumpinto

fling at an un=super

You deserve it.

ni-Vacations. Minutes Away.

Need to get away from it all?

HONEYMOONNG

- Luxurious room
- Bottle of champagne
- Entertainment and |
dancing in Hurley's |
- Indoor pool and saunas
« Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works (or room
* sarvica)
* Free parking
- $55 per couple |

Tips and taxes are included!
Call 879-2100 for color
brochures on our .

Unwinder and Honey- |
mooning packages.

NORTHFELD HETON
5500 Crooks Rd.at 75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(3131879;2100




