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B’fld gardens may be closed to public

By CARMINA BROOKS

A state garden treasury located in
Bloomfield Township may be lost to
the public soon, if no steps are taken to
preserve the site and leave it open to
visitors. /

Inglehill Gardens, 725 E. Square
Lake Road, is on a five-acre portion of
what was once the Beardslee 167-acre
homestead. After Aurilla Higby
Beardslee died 20 years ago, her two
daughters detlared her beloved gar-
dens open to the publie. Since then, the
gardens have been maintained by the
two sisters and co-owners of the prop-
erty as a memorial to their mother.

This year the owners of the gardens,
Mrs. Donald Brownlee of Bloomfield -
‘Township and Mrs. John S. Malcolm of
Grosse Pointe Park have announced
that the entire acreage is optioned to 2
real estate developer and there is no
guarantee the house and gardens will
be preserved.

Robertson Brothers, Bloomfield
Township developers, hold the option
and their firm’s land planners are
working now on a preliminary site
analysis.

“It is conceivable that we might
work around the gardens,” Paul Ro-
bertson said. “But the house is relative-
1y old and would not be saved.”

Floyd Beardslee married Aurilla
Higby in 1906. They were married
three years when the tract of farm land
was purchased. It is east of Bloomfield
Hills and now bordered by the I-75 ex-
pressway.

Aurilla Higby grew up on an 80-acre
farm called Ingleside, just north of
Franklin Village. The couple’s home
where they would raise their children,
Floydene and Evelene, was built on a
hill. Aurilla named her new homestead
“Inglehill.”

INGLEHILL: GARDENS are open
daily to visitors “from dawn to dusk
and from tulip time to frost,” Mrs.
Brownlee said.

Now tea roses, dahlias and wax be-
gonias are in bloom. Peonies, irises and
day lilies have passed their peak, but
pink and burgundy cleome are prepar-
ing to sproud seeds in their spider-like
tentacles.

Mrs. Brownlee said the “showey”
time of the year is the first three weeks
in June, when hundreds of peonies of
all colors bloom. This summer, with
excessive rain following a mild winter
that did not kill many buds, the flowers
bloomed so fast and full, they did not
last as long as usual.

Nothing is sold and "there is no
charge for visiting Inglehill. Visitors
may phone 644-6214 to make appoint-
ments for tours and group picnics. Ta-
bles can be set up for about 40 persons.
Anyone is welcome to stop in to see the
grounds as they drive by without call-
ing first, Mrs. Brownlee said.

The front of the propérty. is notice-
able by a concrete retalning wall on the
porth side of Square Lake Road about
two-thirds of & mile' beyorid the I-75
turn off. It was buflt when Oakland
County black-topped and dropped the
level of the road.

Senior citizen groups, garden clubs
and church circles visit the gardens an-
nually. They bring potluck dinners and
sit on the outdoor west patio, surround-
ed by flogers, and listen to the chatter-
ing of wrens whose birdhouses are
poled high above the gardens and bird
baths below. -

Aurilla Beardslee joined the Better

« Home and Garden Club of Pontiac as a

young wornan and acted as host to it in
her gardens. This group has been visit-
ing the garden every June for 50 years.
It is this club which was instrumental
in getting Inglehill Gardens registered
with the State of Michigan Horticulture
Department and designated as a state
memorial garden in the name of Auril-
1a Higby Beardslee.

The Franklin Cemetery Ladies Auxi-
liary have been annual visitors to In-
glehill for 45 years. .

THE. CENTER CORE of the
Beardslee farmhouse was built in 1909.
It has been enlarged and remodeled
several times. The home now has 11
rooms and a large wrap-around stone
porch, added in 1925, that features an
overhang entrance supported by hand-
hewn face stone columns and stone ma-
sonry ledges along a front driveway.

Two school teachers now lease the
home and get a special reduced rent
for acting as caretakers.

Across the driveway from the curvu-
lar enclosed porch is the east garden,
the first one planted by Aurilla. There
are raised circles for special beds of
flowers. All the beds are stoned at the
edges and separated by gravel walk-
ways. Varieties of hybrid lilies, pop-
pies, fox glove, gloriosa daisies are
planted here. Most plants here are the
original perennials planted by Aurilla,
some a half-century ago, and only an-
nuals are added each spring.

East of the east garden are rows of
Concord grape vines planted in 1909.
This month, when the grapes are ripe
and luscious, they will be given away
free to friends and visitors.

The west garden features 12 flower
beds laid out in a rather formal English
fashion with lanes of grass separating
the beds. In the 1930s under the super-
vision of Aurilla, the west gardea beds
were edged with cement blocks, hand
cut by a Latavian gardener who
worked for two years to haul the thou-
sands of rocks with a horse and stone
boat from the Beardslee acreage to the
garden site.

The site holds some unusual plants
and plant structures, causing excited
questions from curfous visitors. An
aged slow-growing climbing hydrangea

as big as a tree, sprouts. clusters of
seeds decorated with tiny stems from
which a four-leaf cluster grows.Winter
bouquets are made from the dried
branch ends of this plant.

A morning glory vine grows 30 feet

Garden

By MARGE ALPERN

Mid-August is a rather stand-still
time in the garden. Everything is nice-
ly laid back and we gardeners can
smile upon our efforts.

Unfortunately the turn in the grow-
ing season year has come and although
I hate to say it, most trees, shrubs and
perennials sre beginning to gird them-
selves for winter.

Gardeners are reduced to removing
dead flowers, keeping a watch on water
demands and guarding against insects.
From now on, all the flowering plants
and especially the annuals are in a des-
perate race against time and are work-
ing at top speed to go to seed and close
the season early. By constantly snipp-
ing the dead blossoms, however, one
can prolong blossoming right up until
frost.

Although gardeners are busy picking
tomatoes, arranging zinnias and cut-
ting the grass, many plants have
stopped growing. By late August it is
possible to transplant or divide many
perennials and even to move evergreen
without any damage, for they are al-
ready moving into the dormancy peri-
od.

toward the sky on a hand-welded iron
{frame built by Floyd Beardslee in the
40s and covered with wire fencing.
Four large concrete sectioned recep-
tacles sunken into an embankment are
now empty, but once were glass-topped

moves to dormant state

At this time some perennials such as
trillium and oriental poppy tend to be-
come dormant and then disappear into
the ground. ]t is advisable to transplant
or divide them prior to their retire-
ment.

TRILLIUM ROOTS grow deeper
than most wild flowers and so it is nec-
essary to dig deep and lift them care-
fully. Iris can also be moved now. Cut
their leaves back to about three inches
above the crown after you move them.
Vinter the divisions well and cover both
t:llium and iris with a light acid
quleh.

In fact, never let any perennials suf-
for from water stress. Although we've
had very heavy summer rains, keep the
canvas soil soaker handy during late
August and September, when we usual-
ly get a prolonged dry spell. The soil
soaker has the advantage of keeping
the foliage dry and. thus lessening the
danger of fungus disease so often seen
ot only on perennials but also on many
annuals.

A beautiful bed of zinnias, marigolds
or geranjums can become an ugly
black mess if a fungus disease attaccks
during these late simmer days.
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USE SOAP or shaving eream on screws

cold frames filled with yought plants to
replenish the gardens: Stock is now
purchased from nurseries.

Will it all be crushed and bulldozed
into eternity? Mrs. Brownlee hopes the
buyer will maintain the property in the

Some of the summer blooming
perennials, such as the shasta daisies,
phlox and delphinium, frequently look
untidy after they finish blooming.
Rather than let them mar the beauty of
the garden for the rest of the seasen,
cut back the flower stalks and preserve
only the basal foliage. These leaves are
necessary to provide the nourishment
which is stored in the roots until next

year.

Later, when the frost blackens the
foliage, cut back the entire plant and
toss the debris in the compost pile.

MANY PERENNIALS keep their at-
tractive green foliage for several more
weeks and provide the background for
the late blooming annuals. Astilbe, a
graceful shade-loving plant, iris, peony
and day lilies are valuable fur this rea-
son.

same manner that it has been cared for
in the past. “But you must face reali-
ty,” she said raising her palms outward
in resignation and showing the pain in
her éyes.“I don’t want to drive by here
and see a lot of weeds.”

August is a critical time for newly-
planted trees and shrubs. Thorough wa-
ters during hot, dry spells is imperative
for them. If you have laid a good mulch
in your garden, scratch away a little
from the base of a shrub and you might
be surprised to see how cool and moist
it has remained.

The broad leaf evergreens, new and
even well established ones, should bg
given extra watering from now on, if
they are to survive the winter and set
blooms for next spring.

The autumn slowdown has in fact be-
gun and the loud singing of the field
crickets reminds us that there are only
about six weeks left to the first possible
frost. It has been a beautiful growing -
season but more and more gardeners
are learning to appreciate with equal
joy the excitement of fall gardening.
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