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Harmonica lovers unite for annual foot-stompin’ event -

By CRAIG PIECHURA

- When harmonica players convene at
a convention, they are collectively
known as “harmonicists.”

It's understandable. Call them “har-
monica buffs” and it sounds like a se-
cret soclety that plays the instrument
in the nude.

“Harmonicists” is what Gordon
Mitchell, a Southfield resident and
president of the Society for the Preser-
vation and Advancement of the Har-
monica (SPAH), calls the 1,500 har-
monica playing members of the organi-
zation.

SPAH's membership roster is di-
verse, encompassing country star
Charlie McCoy; Grammy award-
winner Stevie Wonder, whose first hit,
“Fingertips,” featured harmopica his-
trionics; and Larry Adler, guest soloist
with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra.

Mitchell, 53, bas been playing the
harmonica, or mouth organ, since the
age of 9. He played professionally with
groups like the Harmonica Rhthy-
maires, the Harmonica Dons and, most
recently, the Hi-Lites and the New
Group. In the early 1940s Mitchell also
toured with the comedy group, the Bor-
rah Minevitch Harmonica Rascals.

Many persons remember the latter
group because of the slapstick antics of
midget Johnny Puleo. In performances,
Puleo usually was knocked around by
fellow musicians with oversized har-
monicas and would retaliate by biting
them in the kneecap.

“PEOPLE invariably ask ‘Where’s
the little guy? " Mitchell says. “It
doesn't matter what harmonica group
is playing.”

In response to that inevitable query,
Mitchell says Puleo is in his 70, re-

tired and living in Washington, D.C.

Puleo won't be at SPAH’s upcoming
17th annual convention at Soutbfield's
Ramada Inn, but nearly 1,000 harmoni-
ca players and enthusiasts will be there
Sept. 4-6.

Featured performer at the conven-
tion is Peter “Madcap” Ruth of Ann Ar-
bor, a blues and jazz player who has
appeared on three albums with Dave
Brubeck and one with folksinger Rosal-
ie Sorrels, among others.

Ruth will perform at 9 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 5, at the Ramada Inn. The public
is invited to the concert and tickets are
$5 at the door the night of the perform-
ance. He also will be playing a short set
for free at 2:30 p.m. Sunday at Hart
Plaza during the Montreaux-Detroit In-
ternational Jazz Festival.

Much of the convention, though, is
not big names, just people who enjoy

Old styles are still cruising

(Continued from Page 14)
gadget of the mid-60s, me push-butten
transmission.

These projects take time, as Bob
Glover's four years’ work on his fend-
erless '28 Model A hiboy hot rod
proves. That screaming yellow mon-
ster has a fiberglass body which graces
the pages of national car magazines.
Glover, obviously proud of his accom-
plsihment, also notes that the car has
appeared in the Autorana show at
Cobo Hall in Detroit.

SUCH DEDICATION to the job of
restoring the cars to road quality has

its own standards and problems, as the
men will testify.

“1 don't like having something like
everybody else’s got,” Yount explained.

“T want my car-to be different from
everyone else’s.”

His 1934 sedan boasts air condition-
ing, a tilt wheel, stereo and new rear
and front suspension systems.

Next on the agenda is to paint the
car a dark blue or wine color depend-
ing on which color other members have
managed to miss when they painted
their cars recently.

The parts for cars long removed
from the showrooms are found,

2 from area join honors college

Two Farmington Hills residents are
among 49 students admitted to the
Honors College at Michigan State Uni-
versity.

Linda C. Lawson and Janice Somer-
ville of Farmington Hills were admit-
ted to the college which requires stu-
dents submit a statement of values,
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goals and interests before being select-
ed for the school.

Ms. Lawson, daughter of David and
Ann Lawson, is majoring in accounting.

Ms. Sommerville, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Somerville is major-
ing in journalism.

Both are 1979 graduates of North
Farmington High School.

bartered for, and the subject of some
skillful wheeling and dealing. If all else
fails, there are vintage car part swap
meets and junk yards in remote rural
towns.

On-the-road damage to the cars is
protected by a variety of specxal insur-
ance policies. Among them is the policy
put out by the Michigan Street Rod As-
sociation. Owners evaluate their own
cars and then set their policies on that
basis.

For all their pains in the buying and
caring of their cars, they've acquired
their own brand of pride in ownership.

“Anybody can buy a vet. It takes a
certain type of person to build their
own car,” said Glover.

playing the harmonica. Nearly half the
scheduled hours are set aside for jam
sessions or open playing by “harmoni-
cists.”

SEMINARS are scheduled ‘on such
topics as ways of improving one’s stage
presence, proper ing and amplifica-
tion, harmonica repair, and a session
on chord and bass harmonica -tech-
nique.

There are certain songs, Mitchell
says, that most harmonica players
know and can join in on.

One of Mitchell's personal favorites
is the song “Ruby,” a romantic song
done most recently by Ray Charles.

“For a group of young people, it's
usually ‘Proud Mary,’ " he said. “That’s
a mover. They enjoy it and we old-tim-
ers enjoy playing it.”

Mitchell says one of the best aspects
of the convention is that you find older
people playing modern songs and
young people playing the classics like
“Peg o’ My Heart.”

Along with Madcap Ruth, other
groups slated to play at the convention
are the Harmonica Express; the Har-
monichords, Don Les* New Harmoni-
cats, the Sgro Bros. and Bernie Bray.

While many people think of the har-
monica as only a backup instrument,
Mitchell argues that harmeonica groups
handle it all. In fact, one group at the
convention plays dance music.

A harmonica band usually features a
bass player using a double row chro-
matic bass harp; a rhythm player blow-
ing a two-foot-long chord rhythm har-
monica and a lead player with a chro-
matic or diatonic harmonica with
sharps and flats, Mitchell said.

Records, spare parts, bumper stick-
ers, badges and assorted harmonica
paraphernalia will also be available to
conventioneers.
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