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Thursday, September 4, 1980

- Human rights draws no party line

Even in a summer heated by a wave
of political differences there are some
issues which, at least in principle, cross
party lines.

Whether we be Democrat, Independ-
ent or Republican, “Human Rights”
make up a plank on which we all claim

. to stand. Thus regardless of party affil-
iation we are equally indignant over
the misery of villagers in Afghanistan
or the plight of hostages in Iran.

The emotionalism is only a few deci-
bles lower when we turn to such issues
as the rights of American auto workers
versus the foreign car market. In fact
the front pages of the nation'’s dailics
are filled with stories of human rights
infringements be it by thugs, or gangs
or governments.

However, the Irans. the Afghanis-
tans, the Brazils, the muggings. the
child snatchings and the economic she-
nanigans are as predictable and under-
standable as they are abhoring.

THE INFRINGEMENT of human
rights at the upper echelons of society
or at the hands of criminal elements is

sonofa parucular church group or cor-

'moral perspectives

Rev. Robert Schaden

really no different than the human ma-
nipulation which takes place, and
which often goes unnoticed, in the of-
fices, the factories and the families of
everyday life at a seemingly insignifi-
cant level.

That we reap what we sow is no less
surprising than it is true.

The ability to use people in order to
obtain things or to manipulate people
in order to create a world which fits
our designs is not learned in the univer-
sity of powerful places.

Rather it is learned in the one-room
school houses of family units, the one-
on- one relationships of life and in the
any number of social, church and busi-
ness groups where people rub shoulders

on a daily basis. The lessons learned
simply have larger ramifications when
the students of- human manipulation
reach positions of far reaching power.

Human manipulation is not an ex-
pertise reserved to the Ayatollahs of
the world of politics and business or the
godfathers of crime, be it big or small.
It is a process in which we are the
teachers and the students.

It is refined in such minor events as
who gets the car on Saturday night or
how one maneuvers an invitation to a
party, or keeps another from receiving
one.

IT IS PRACTICED in the petty poli-
tics of who will be honorary ‘chairper-

secretary of the local bowl-
ing league.

‘We have a way of seeing very closely
what we want and then becoming quite
blind to the fact that we step all over
people to get the predetermined prize.

Even our own little world becomes a

chess board of sorts where we employ
any number of people as pawns in or-
der to save our King or kil off the
other person's Queen.

The news events of human rights in-
mngemem. which will appear in to-
morrow’s newspapers will be per-
petrated by powerful people who are
today’s children. And the only major
difference between them and ourselves
will be the place of power they hold.

The fact that they will be able to jus-
tify their actions should be no more
surprising than the fact we so readily
justify our own. And that some of them

The League of Catholic Women of
Detroit will join forces with the J, L.
Hudson Co. on Thursday, Sept. 11, when
it holds its sixth annual benefit fashion
luncheon, “Her Helping Hands.”

The Columbus Room of the Detroit
Plaza Hotel will be the scene of the
event, which will feature a social hour
at 11 a.m. and noon luncheon followed
by a showing of Hudson's fall and win-
ter fashions. Tickets are $15 and may
be reserved by calling the Jeague, 831-
1000.

Actress Candice Bergen who was to
have done the commentary cancelled

will not recognize their as
human manipulation will be no more
than the basic dynamics of the petty
conniving of everyday life let loose on
a larger scale.

her due to a last:
film-making commitment.

Catholic League
to hold benefit

Gretchen Show, Hudson's fashion
events manager, will take her place.

Proceeds assisting the League's so-
cial service projects: Casgrain Hall
low-cost residence for single men and
women of limited means; Casa Maria
and St. Peter Claver Community cen-
ters; Project Transition rehabilitation| "
program for women offenders; Barat
Human Services residential and coun-
seling program and Family Center; and
the TASC employment training pro-
gram for the jobless. Pat Alandt of
Grosse Pointe is chairman and Mrs. Al-
fred Welton of Bloomfield Hills is co-
chairwoman.

The planning committee includes
Mrs. Alex Motter of Livonia.
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“As lhe ahadow of a great rock in a weary land.”
—lsaiah 32
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